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WAITING.

One more unfortunate
Yictim of I'ate,
Studving In valn to get
In at tho gate ;
Incling to Lfx sad tals
A Hatening ear,
Give hiim some brearld and incat,
Likew;se samo heer,

Hadly wo wonder if
116 Lias a mother,

Father, wife, chilidien, or
Nister nr benther?

He has nnt ona of these,
1o's all alune,

Nono to wear mourmning for
Hin when hio'a gone,

Noa shre on this foot, on
That ono n- ntoclr‘nx.

Coat all in tatters, hat
Awfully shocking ;

Water his face hias not
Felt for vo long,

That the grime to it now
Seeins to belong,

Like a ship, tempoat-toss'l,
e to and fro

Through the land wanders,
Waiting to go :--

Waiting to gn wheto ho
Will nuver mory

Hear profano languaze,
Nor walt at the door,

Forth comus tho farmer’s man,
Mut of tho gate,

Htundy, strong-limbed, and re-
Moreeless an Fato ;

Scizes him by his coat-
Collar and turns him,

Raisen his foot and in-
Diguantly spurns him,

Klowly lio moves away,
Tniuking with sorrow,

Of tho rad lot of the
Tramp who to morrow,

Liko him, unfortunate,
Deiven by Fate,

Vainly an entrance will
Seek at that gate.
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ODDS AND ENDS.
~ *“ Lot the rightcous smite mo friendly, and reprove me ; it shall bo oil
upon the heud ; lot not my head rofuse it.”

If, in distasto to tho goneral distostion of all facts and circumstances to
party onds, I wroto that of which my friend—whoso judgment I respuct—
implics condommation, I have no he.itation in saying that I rogret having
80 writton.

I do not seo the Halifax dailies rogularly, and have not happened to sco
tho rojoinder iy friond montions.

Halifax, 22ud June, . bR

Apropos of the cold disparagemont of his theory by tho hierarchs of
Astronomy which Gonoral Drayson deseribes in his work on tho * Last
Glacial Epoch,” a striking instance of tho samo supercilious resentnent of
tho presumption which suggests a novel possibility occurred in tho case of
the discovery of Noptuno.

The problem, as overy ono knows, was from the pcrturbation of inner
plancts, otherwise uuaccountable, to detormine the distanco, mass, and
position of an outer planct hitherto unkmown. The problem was one of
such difticulty that all save two shrank from the attom % to solve it. Theso
woro, Adams, then a young man proparing to lako his degree at Cambridge,
and Loverrior, his ecnior in years, possessed of foxr moro comploto informa-
tionh of the facts of tho case, and of far more abundant leisurc to deal
with it.

Adoms first comploted his work. Ho estimated tho placo of thoe us yot
unscon planet, and announced it to the Astronomer Royal (I awm quoting
largoly tho’ not verbatim from Mr. Proctor) and to Challis, the head of the
Cambridgo Observatory. Between these two observatory chiefs tho plauct
might havo been at onco discovered. But Professor Airy scomed to
imagine that a mare’s nest had beon found. Ho put sorao questinos in
tended tv bo posing (just tho treatment to which Goneral Drayson found
himaelf subjected) which Adams was not cager to answor. Challis was
moro zealous, and did all ho could bo oxpected to do, especially whon we
remomber that ho quickly learned that the Astronomer Royal 1ad small faith
in tho superior mathematical power of his young contemporary. It is sur-
prising to know that Challis actually saw the planet twice, and each timo
marked its place. Nothing, it should scem, could lose Englund the credit
of tho grealest astronomical feat sinco Nowton. But the Astronomer Royal
had challonged ill-fortuno for his courtry, and it came.

It was in Sopt., 1845, that Adams communicated to Challis the place of
tho disturbing planet, and in October ho had forwaided the informativn to
Prof, Airy.

In Juno, 1846, or fully cight months after Adams’ first intolligonco,
Leverrior assigned, to uso Challis' words, ¢ vory nealy the same longitude
for tho probablo position as Adams had arrived at.” And oven then
Lovorrior's information was less complote than that which Adams had given,
for Adams stated tho form and position of tho orbif, tho mass, and the

mean distaucn of the hypothetical planet, whereay Loverrier * gavo 1o
resulte,” waya Chatlis, f respecting orhit or mass,”

Shortly, tho Astronomer Royal hegan to think that possibly Adams
wight after ull o right.  But it was now too Iate.  Ior the Berlin astrono-
minrs, six wenke qfter Chudlis had sccured two observations of the planet,
detected it from Loverrior's anuounced place.

Of coutsn as #on as Challis, Sir John Marshall, and others, announced
what Adama had mally clivetad, Arago, and other French astronomeors
abused the great younq Englishman as an interloper, aa $he' it wero inerdi-
Lio that the country of Nuwlon shuuld produen the cqual of Lavorrier.

‘I'hern arn errors affceting the greatneas of a nation which srem to bo of
the nature of the unpardomable sin. It is as impossible to forgive tho
insolont and avif-complacrut supinoness of tho Astronomer Royal, us the
blundering stupidity of Lunl Palinerston with regard to tho Suez Caral, or
tho flounderings of Mr. tGladatone's polioy in Fgypt.

‘T'urning over tho pages of the work of Mr. Proctor from which I havo
heen summarising, Ilight by chanco on a passage which, notwithstanding
onv'’s habitual respect for wciontitic statomenta, cortainly scems, on tha faco
of it, alittlo startling. Itis this: * In this way" (viz, by tho applization
of the spectroscopr) “Ir  Huggins discovered that tho star Sirius is
travelling feom us at the sate of moro than twonty miles per sccoud.”

‘Twonty miles per second means 830,720,000 por annum.

Tho mean Jistance of Noptune is 2,851,000,000,

Fivo yeara recession at tho above rate would amount to the distance of
3,1533,500,000, or about threo hundred millions of miles boyond the mean
distance of Neptune,

Now at the distance of Neptuno our sun is reduced to the aspect of a
very lirge and bright star, and altho' Sirius is moderately compited at
twelve times the diameter of tho sun, with double the brightness of surfaco
(if that is possible, of which there are doubts), it is difficult to imagino that
even that stupondous bulk and brillianey would continue to retain ite position
as tho brightest star in the heavens at a rate of rocession which would
increaso its distanco overy five years by a greator spaco than that hetween
Noptune aud the sun.

For I bolievoe Sirius has been ro reckoned for at least 3000 years, durin:?
which, supposing the motion to. have continued the same, the * King of
Suns,” as Mr. Proctor calls him, would have inereased his distanco from us
by one billion, cight hundred and ninety-two thousand, one hundred and
sixty millions of miles, n distance, one would suppose, suflicien, to Jiminish
tho lustro and apparont magnitude of any concoivable body.

To put it in anothor way. If Sirius is (roughly speakinyg) cf, szy, twelvo
times the dinmeler of thoe sun, auu the sun appears, at the distance of Nep-
tune, only as a largo snd bright star, and if five years’ recession at 20 miles
por second, covers a distance considerably in oxcess of that of Noptune,
then a period of »ixty years or so would reduce Sirius to the samo appear-
ance. Jubas the recession may be supposcd to have gono on for 3u00
years, at least, since Sirius was known as tho brightest star in the hoavens,
it would secom almost impossible hut that his Justre must havo suffered
greater diminution than has been apparont,

Straws show which way the wind blows. The Union Jack bas been
tisuslly thought good enough for Regimental Colors (I am not speaking
technically with regard to tho distinction between Queen’s and Regimontal
Colors) for British and Canadian troops, but we find the ladios of Montreal
presonting to the Goth a wki¢e banner richly embroidered with gold (pre-
sumably the fleur-de-lys) bearing tho motto, * Diou ot Patrie,” and on tho
roverso sido n sacred heart, and tho inscription ' Advoniat regunum tuum.”

Tho impudence of Lord Salisbury and his following in insisting on a
liberal support from tho outgoing party is sublime. For the whole of Mr.
Gladstone’s last torm of power, the Tories havo put in practice ovary form
of obstruction, and have heaped on thoir opponents, and on Mr. Gladstono
in particular, a virulent personal abuse which has redounded to their own
discredit and disgrace. ‘The mcanness of tho appeal only cerresponds to
the insolonce of the bluster which preceded it. Much as I dcploro the
weakness of Mr., Gladstone’s foreign policy, he has moro hrains and a
higher conscience in his little fingor than tho whole Conservativo crow put
togethor have in their heads or hearts.

“ Fraxc-Tirsur.”
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EDUCATING SERVANTS.

Ono of the nost sensible and practical charities is the Kitchon Garden,
where young girls of tha pooror classes are taught the proper mothods of
servico in refined housoholds. Sovoral benevolent young ladies connected
with Sunday-schools in our fashionably churches havo set apart certain
hours of the weok to givo this eminently useful instruction te the mission
scholars in their charge. The children are taught how to wait on the table,
placo and clear away tho dishes neatly and with dispateh, answor o call at
the door, tho propor way to usher in a visitor, or repol a beygar or tramp.
Also plain and staple articles of cooking aroin the list of useful knowledge,
one moat beneficial foaturo of this teaching being that the young ladies

j thomselves must become proficient in thoso branches, though to them it may

prove to bean accumplishment only. Should schools of this kind bicvmo
more numerous and on 2 largor scalo, with endowed scholarships if possible,
the porplexing sorvant problem might in this way be solved and intelligent
sorvico becorae a matter of pride and an excelling in proficiency.  Nureing
has become a profession, and the necessity for good survants being moro ex-
tensive, why may not more encouragement be given to the kitchon gardens
with most gratifying resulls to both classes employed 3—Jten.



