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State of MsBsachasetts in which out of a popu-
lation ol 1,626,000, the foreign- born people, if
I remember rightly, namb.ir eome 420.000
aoola, and of these no less than about 240,000
were bom in Ireland; so that more than one-
half of ihe foreign-born population of the State
cf Massachusetts is of Irish birth, while if yon
add to those the number who are the descend-
enta of Irishmen in that State, you will see
what a powerf.tl factor in the prosperity and
the progress of that countrjr is the Irish immi-
gratioi:.

^
Of that immigration we want a share

i<» ourselves and we want still more earnestly
that those who choose the R-'publio instead
of the Dominion, shall not choose the K^publio
with feelinifs of animosity and disaffection to-
wards the empire of which we form a part, but
with those friendly feelings which animate the
Englishmen and Scotchmen who also happen
to prefer, for material reasons, the Republic to
the Dominion. Now^ air, there is another
reasm why we should interfere—we can speak
with authority on th s subject; we are federal-
iats ourselves; we are experienced in the bene-
fits of Home Rule ; we know what it means;
we know that it is our most precious possession;
we know that there i«i nothing that we would
part with greaterireluctarice or more diffionity
than our

ance this evening. I beUeve that these are
the senttQeuts native to our own sense of

FBBBDOM AND JITSTICK,
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PORTION or HOME BULB
;

we know that ther« m nothing that we would
sacrifice more to retain than our portion of
Home Rule, whether you advert to that por-
tion which the Dominion has in relation to the
Empire, or that portion which the Provinces
have in relates to the Dominion. In refer*
ence to the important Federation which exists
laetween Canada and the United Kingdom, or
the more perfect form of federation which ex-
ists between the Dominion and the Provinces,
if any people in the wide world can speak of
the difficulties engendered from the want of
Home Rule, and the benefits to be secured by
the grant oi' Home Rule, it is tie
people in whose name and for whose
interests we sit and deliberate in this hall this
night. Now, Sir, the descendant of Irishmen
myself—my grandfather by the father's side a
rector of the church to which I have referred,
and sleeping in his churchyard, and my ances-
tor by my mother's sid? slain in conflict with
iusurj.-ents,while it might have been my misfor-
tnune, had I been born and bred in the old
land, to adopt from prejudice views very dif-
ferent from those I hold this night, yet, it
having been my good fortune to have been
bom and bred in the free air of
Canada, and to have learned those
better, those, wiser, those more
Christian and just notions which here prevail,
xtpon the subjects of civil and relicious liberty.
i>ls2S ifSiH=!i!-.'..-ir: =llj4 TT.-.iv.i. V}-.''... li •« T !.__'

always entertained ever since I have had the
opportimity of thinking on this subject, the
sentiments to which I have given feeble ntter-

of forbearance and toleration, and a desire to
dt-al with this aubject, as the hon. gentleman
said who moved it, in that spirit which says:
"Do unto othurs as you would they should do
nnto you," I had been anxious that this dis-
cuasion sh uld be raised, and ha ; myself pre-
pared a motion on the subject when private cir-
oumstaooes called me from my desk here. Onmy return I learnt that the same hon gentle-
men to whom the hon. member for Victoria had
aUuded has taken the matter in hand, and it
was thought better not to meddle with them,
or with the course that they, under his leader-
ship, might propose. But although I remained
silent I felt that it would be doing but a scant
josticetothe feelmg of Canadians, Freaoh.
Scotch, English or Irish, to suppo e that there
IS any material difference in the intensity of

- their feelings on this subject from that of tbos*whom the non, genUeman who brought tor-
ward the motion more particularly seems to
represent. I believe our sentiments are based
on the general principle of poUtical action to
which we have been educated and which has
advanced our prosperity and our intellectual
and moral standing «.n the world. Now, I
heard the hon. gentleman's resolution with
some regret, for one reason that I find it em-
asculated. I find it very much weaker than
the resolution which he put on the paper in
the first instance. In some particulars it does
not legislatively suit my view. He has fallen
into something like the error ascribed to Mr.
Gladstone, and not willing myself to repeat
that error, I would prefer to vote for the best
resolution we can get. Yet I

WILL VOTE WITH RBLUOTANOK
for the measure which hypothetically refers to
the grant of a measure of self-government to
Ireland. The hon. gentleman says in the
altered resolution:—
"And we would venture to express a hop« that if
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integrity and well-being of th"Empire, and if the rights and status of the minor-

^a^'k
f""y, promoted and secured, sure meansmay be found of meeting the expressed deairaofso.many of your Irish suljeoU in that regard,

i™. iT ® ^°"'** further express a hope that thetime has come, when Your^ Mi^esty's clemency
TT^f«J''H??* i'y^'y ^ **»» Interests of thJUnited Kingdom, be extended to tho"epersons who are now imprisoned in

fiJf
111*?'""??'* uT**^. P°"*J''aJ offences only.a^d

*?lL°fV?*''',1 blessing of personal liberty res-
oroa to toem.
We have no idea that the rights and interests
of the minority will be other than fully pro-
tected and secured. I beUeve that its best se-
curity is to be found in a united Irish
people, managing their own affairs. I say that
the possession of such a measure is essential to
tiio maintenance of the Empire. There ought
tobenoifsor ands in the expression of tha
views of the 'Canadian' people upon this most
important subject. It ia only upon the


