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PUGSLEY TAKEN TO TASK
"~ FOR ELECTION PROMISES

Opposition in Parliament Give Minis-
ister an Uneasy Time

Affidavits Read Showing Activity of 1. C. R. Employes in
New Brunswick Contest--Laurier Declares Again That
Government Employes Must Not Do More Than Vote as
They Like---Premier Says Government is Not a Party to
Senator Gillmor's Acts in Charlotte County.

; (8pecial to The Telegraph.)

Ottawa, Feb. 24—The provincial election
fn New Brunswick was again before the
commons today. The subject was brought
up by Hon. George E. Foster in pursuance
of some telegrams which he recently read
in the house showing that Henri LeBlanc,
of Moncton, an employe of the Intercoloni-
al Railway, was engaged in political work
in the county of Westmorland and that
A. LeBlanc, another employe, was seid to
be out in the campaign. .

The minister of railways in replying to
these telegrams a few days ago eaid that
he would look into the matter. Later on
Mr. Graham said that one of the LeBlancs
who was in New Brunswick, was on leave
of -absence. He (Graham) gave then notice
that while all employes would be allowed
the greatest latitude in enabling them to
vote, no employe of the road was permit-
ted to take an active part in politics. This
js how the matter stood until today.

1. 0. R. Employes Campaigning.

" Mr. Foster, on a motion for the house
to adjourn, brought the subject up again
teciting the above facts. He read two af-
fidavits' supplementing the information he
previously given and added that if
nore were necessary they would be forth-
coming to establish beyond doubt that em-
'ployes of the I. C. R. had been, if not
now, engaged in partizan work openly and
blicly speaking and assisting, at meet-
fm not only standing up for their friends,
'Khich was a laudable thing in a man, but
aligning their political opponents which
‘was not right in an employe of the gov-
&rnment, who was an employe of the whole
tountry and paid by the money of both

slitical o ;
¢ ngdavit of J. Antonie Bourque, of
e, in the parish of Dundas, in the
county of Kent, and province of New
gnmnswiek, farmer, solemnly declared that
sn_the evening of the 20th d?y of Febru-
ary, A. D, 1008, he attended a political
“meeting held in the interest of, the local
government candidates at Cocagne, which
was attended by a large number of elect-
ors. That said meeting was advertised as a
political meeting by and in the interest of
the local government party and Henri Le-
Blane, of Moncton, was one of the prin-
cipal speakers and epoke at length. That
gaid Henri LeBlanc is ani employe of the
federal government and employed in the
.general offices of the I. C. R. at Moncton,
and this solemn declaration was made con-
scientiously believing the same to be true,
ete. The affidavit was sworn to before W.
A. Russell, commissioner at Shediac, on
21st February.
Another affidavit on the same date
sworn before Mr. Russell was made by
Jeremiah S. Legere, of Robicheau, parish
of Shediac, farmer. Legere swore that on
the 14th February in the evening lie at-
tended a political meeting held in the
school house at Robicheau in the interest
of the local government party. The meet-
ing was announced to be one in favor of
the government party and the speaker at
the meeting was Henri LeBlanc, of Monc-
ton, an employe of the federal government
in the general offices of the I. C. R. That
he advocated the election of the govern-
ment candidates and abused, in strong
terms, the local opposition candidates for
his county. That the meeting was attend-
d by a large number of electors anq that
so Henri 'LeBlanc spoke at a meeting at
Dupuis Corner on the evening of the 13th
nst. for the government candidates and
that he was informed that since that time
he spoke at other political meetings. That
he knew Alphonse T. LeBlanc, an employe
of the federal government in the service
of the I. C. R., and he spoke and took

Arpart in the public political meeting held

b

24 Barachois parish, Shediac, on the even-
ink of the 20th in favor of the local gov-
srfiment party and he made this solemn
leglaration, ete.

tes Pugsley’s Promises.

Ir. Foster went on to say that the mat-

was called to Mr. Graham’s attention
the 13th inst. by Mr. Crocket, and it

v somewhat peculiar that none of the
wrgus-eyed officials of the I. C. R. should
iave been able to have discovered this
.ndecent exhibition of partizan work on
the part of employes of the government
and informed the minister of it. It
peemed to him Henri LeBlanc went out
for regular work of the canvass. Whether
on leave of absence or not it mattered
pothing.

Then there was the postmaster of
Woodstock who attended a rally. Mr.
Foster went on to say that there were
higher officials who were taking part in
the campaign. There was the minister of
public works, who in St. John city was
promising borings at Courtenay Bay and
g Grand Trunk terminal line for the city
of St. John, and asking the people to
-ote for the provincial government as a
aeans of strengthening his hands as lead-
r of the federal party. Again there was
\Ir. Aylesworth sometime ago in Durham,
)ntario. The minister of the interior was
1s0 held up to be a great offender in such
ases as that of Wagner and Nixon.

Tn conclusion Mr. Foster wanted to
now what the first minister was going
o do about it. Was he going to say
that he was not in earnest when he pass-
ed the resolution of the house against
'mployes taking part in politics and was
ot going to trample it under foot?

Hon. Mr. Graham said that Mr. Foster
ad a great deal to say about two minor

ployes taking part in elections when in

wer days the whole shops were turned

_Pugsley—And when shingles were
.ered by wire.
r. Graham proceeded to say that one
he compiaints made to him from the
loyes was that they were not allowed
0 out in elections as formerly. He
‘eht Mr. Foster was not fair in the
‘ation of his case as he, as minister

of railways, had acted promptly as soon
as the matter was brought to his atten-
tion. He was not going to tell men, who
were as good citizens as himielf or Mr.
Foster, to stop doing something that he
did not know they were doing. He was
told that Alphonse LeBlanc was at work
and that the other LeBlanc was. absent
from duty. He wired to inform both men
that while they had the fullest right to
vote they ought not to take any part in
the contest. He was opposed to govern-
ment employes taking part in elections
and the affidavits produced did not ehow
that they had done so, since their atten-
tion was called to it. The first telegram
said that Mr. LeBlanc was going to open

a committee room, but there was no word |

that he had done so. His own opinion was
that they would better wait a little while
because there might be affidavits on the
other side.

Dr. Pugsley.

Dr. Pugsley said that Mr. Foster had
greatly modified his views in regard to

political campaigns. He (Pugsley) did not |
wonder that sometimes gentlemen in the|

employ of the government, who may have
a warm feeling for either this government
or the provincial government, may be
tempted to take some little part in politics
when they see so many Conservatives in
the employ of the government in the vari-
ous provinces, and I think now particularly
of my own province—who have been allow-
ed by this government, with impunity for

_ten years, to take an active part in poli-

tics on the Conservative side. He agreed

that it was not desirable they should do

80. Sometimes it was exceedingly amazing
and irritating to Liberals to find thie go-
ing on but at all events they have allowed
it toigo on without taking very active
steps to prevent it.

It was a pleasure to him to have Mr.
Foster make these statements in his pres-
ence when he could reply and not have
done as Crocket and Fowler, who made an
attack in his absence, declaring that he
was interfering in provincial politics and
then hurried off to do the same thing
themselves on the other side. He was not
ashamed of anything he said in the prov-
ince. He held out no promise to induce
anyone to vote in favor of the provincial
government.

G. W. Ganong.

Mr. Ganong (Charlotte) said that the
minister of public works was a coincident.
It was & coincidence that brought Dr.
Pugsley and the local premier to 8St.
John. But what about the dredging at
Miramichi and double tracking the I. C.
R. from Moncton to Halifax?

“T would like to ask 'the first minister,”
said Mr. Ganong, “if he has authorized
Senator Gillmor to go around Charlotte
county making promises which means.an
outlay of $400,000 on the part of the feder-
al government?

Dr. Pugsley interrupted to say that the
Miramichi dredging was promised two
years ago by his predecessor. ;

Mr. Ganong went on to show that there
was an agreement reached with the minis-
terial association at St. Croix not to re-
sort to any illegal methods or to the spend-
ing of money or buying liquor during the
election, but the Liberals backed out of it.
In conclusion he asked that the first min-
ister should be heard from.

R. L. Borden

R. L. Borden feared that Mr. Graham
hardly realized the importance of the
question. His answers were indirect and
he spoke even with a tone of flippancy,
while his manner showed a spirit of levity
with which he regarded the occasion, indi-
cating that he was not aware that the
house had passed a resolution prohibiting
the participation of employes of the gov-
ernment in election matters. Mr. Graham
should have been prepared to say whether
or not these men had been doing election
work. Although apprised that these men
had been taking part in the election, ap-
parently no action had been taken. Did he
propose to continue to treat the matter
with contempt? -

Proceeding, Mr. Borden declared Mr.
Pugsley had been as smooth in the house
as he was in New Brunswick, but no-
body would be deceived by the minister’s
sophistry. At St. John, Mr. Pugsley had
alluded to the double-tracking of the I.
C. R., and said his hands needed strengta-
ening by the_election of Liberal members
to the legislature.

Mr. Pugsley declared he made no state-
ment that these works would be carried
out. As to the county of Charlotte
there had been a violent storm and he
gent his engineers, as was his duty to
make arrangements to repair the damage.

“But the promises were made before the
storm,” suggested Mr. Ganong.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier.

Sir Wilfrid Lauriér eaid he proposed to
meet the question squarely. It was not a
new question. Whenever there had been
an election, whether under this govern-
ment or the old, he had always heard that
the government allowed ite employes to
take part, and the house ought to-discuss
the matter without throwing mud. He
agreed with Mr. Foster that government
employes ought not to be allowed to take
part in elections. But in this case Mr.
Graham had given strict prohibitory or-
ders. So far the position was well de-
fined, and if employes took part in elec
tions ‘they did so at their owm rink. If

propose to take the blame for them. I
am not,” said Mr. Laurier, ‘responsible
for the promises of Senator Gillmor, if
he has made any. He is a friend of mine
but I have not spoken to him for six or
eight months, and I have not written him
or had any conversation with him. I
(Continued on page 4, fifth column.)

NRE WILLOKS
R AMANETS

Britain Will Spend $3,000,-
000 More For Defence
Than Last Year

NO CURTAILMENT

First Lord of Admiralty Sees No Hope
of Reduction as Long as Foreign
Powers Continue to Increase Their
Naval Forces—Must Maintain the
Double Standard.

e

SIYS OPPOSITION
WILL SWEEP YORK

0. S. Crocket, M. P., After
Touring County, Sanguine
of Great Victory

—

TWO MEETINGS FRIDAY

]

Government Candidates Will Hold
Forth at City Hall and Opponents
at Court House—J. K. Flemming
and Dr. Mclnerney to Speak at
Fredericton ' Thursday.

(Special. to The Telegraph.)
Fredericton, N. B., Feb. 24—The opposi-
tion have arranged for a mass meeting to
be held at the Opera House on Thursday
evening next, Feb. 27. J. K. Flemming,
of Carleton county, and Dr. MclInerney,
of St. John, will be the principal speak-

London, Feb. 24—The estimates for the
British defense forces for the current
year, which were dssued today, will dis-
appoint the peace party, as, instead, as
they had hoped of showing a reduction,
the combined estimates of the army and
navy show an increase of $3,000,000, with-
out apparently any hope of any consider-
able diminution in the programme.

Lord Tweedmouth, first lord of the ad!

miralty, explains outright that the future
programme of Great Britain will depend
upon whether foreign powers increase
their naval forces, since the government
has every intention of maintaining the
standard of the British, which hitherto
has been deemed necessary for the safe-
guarding of national and imperial ‘inter-
ests.

The war secretary, Mr. Haldane in a
similar statement regarding the
says:

“Looking to the future, I am convine-
ed that it is impossible to make further
diminutions in the army expenditure on
a considerable scale unless we first of all
reduce the number of troops serving
abroad. ; f

“Garrisons abroad,” he eaid,| “will be
reduced whenever that can safely be done,
but if reductions in the regular army are
carried too far demand will ultimately
have to bé made on the citizen forces, such
as hitherto has never been contemplat-
ed.”

The agmy estimates for 1908-09 total
$154,185,120 and the war secretary esti-
mates for a total of 185,000 men: in the
home and colonial establishments; irre-

| spective of India, a decrease of 5,000 men

from last year.

The navy estimates total $161,597,500
and provide for exactly the same num-
ber of officers and men as last year.

GOVERNMENT PARTY
NOT EAGER FOR PURE
ELECTION IN CARLETON

(Special to The Telegraph.)

/ Woodstock, N. B., Feb. 24—All the op-
position candidates addressed largely at-
tended meetings near the town tonight to
enable them to attend the nomination
proceedings tomorrow at Upper Wood-
stock. Sheriff Hayward will open his
court at 10 o’clock, and close it at noon.
Speeches will commence at 2 o’clock.

Every effort has been made by the min-
isterial association for the lessening of
bribery and corruption in this contest,
but up to the present time the govern-
ment supporters have refused to sign, al-
though the six candidates have dome so.
The opposition candidates have signed the
document and also seeveral of their sup-
porters, but the clergymen are rather dis-
couraged that the government supporters
will not agree.

CANADIAN BONDS IN
GREAT FAVOR WITH
BRITISH INVESTORS

(Special to The Telegraph.)

Montreal, Feb. 24—The Star’s London
correspondent cables: The readiness with
which the recent offerings of Canadian se-
curities have been absorbed since the first
of the year, demonstrates what a strong
hold Canada has upon the British public.
This has been exemplified in a most strik-
ing manner by the sale during the past
week of  £2,000,000 sterling of Canadian
Pacific Railway 4 per cent debenture
stock at more than par, yielding the com-
pany a fraction under what the Canadian
government loan was issued at.

It is also understood that the C. P. R.
has already received a payment of -more
than $11,000,000 on the first instalment of
20 per cent on its new  capital stock,
which only called for a mandatory pay-
ment of $4,800,000.

NAMES MENTIONED FOR
EXCHEQUER JUDGE

(Special to The Telegraph.)

Ottawa, Feb. 24—The names of F. H.
Chrysler, K. C., and Hon. Frank Latchford

are mentioned as being maost likely to be
considered by the government in filling the

Senator Gillmor had been the author nf;jUdgeShlp Of ths exchoques courc of Lande

certain bad actions, Sir Wilfrid did not|

rendered vacant by the death of Justice Bur-
bidge. :

Moncton Blacksmith Injured.

Moncton, Feb. 24—(Special)—William J. Mc-
Knight, I.
injured this afternoon while at work by hav-
ing a piece of flying steel strike him in the
right arm, severing a vein. Blood flowed
quite freely until medical aid arrived, when
Mr. McKnight was taken to his home.

army |

ers, and it is expected that the gathering
will be one of the greatest ever held in
| this city. Both of the speakers scheduled
are well known in Fredericton, and the
§ citizens will take pleasure in hearing poli-
| tical questions of the day from such able

i
| exponents.
[ The opposition party held a.grand .rally
at their rooms this evening. The place
| was crowded to the doors, and enthusiasin
| marked the evening’s proceedings. O. B.
| Crocket, M. P., was the principal epeaker,
and his address was an able effort. In a
| calm and logical manner he exposed the
! government’s misdoings and as point after
point was made against thé administra-
tion, he was loudly applauded.

|© Mr. Crocket predict& an overwhelming
| vietory for the opposifion party in York
in the coming contest and gave details
upon which he based hjs prophecy. When
{ Mr. Crocket conclud his speech the
, building shook with applause.

| Lewis H. Bliss followed Mr. Crocket,
.and in a brief and pointed speech criti-
' cized the present administration. The
meeting adjourned with ' cheers for the
coming premier and the opposition candi-

dates. . e
| The opposition candidates will address
| the electors of the county tomorrow after-
| noon at the court house, and the govern-
ment party will speak at the city hall.

Judge Gregory will preside " at the
February term of the divorce court which
opens here tomorrow morning. There are
three cases entered on the docket, the
most important being that of Eunice Si-
monds vs. Edward I. Simonds, a St. John
case. Other cases are W. B. Horseman
vs. Maisey Horseman, and J. H. Furgess
vs. Rosanna Furgess. The parties to the
Horseman suit reside at Moncton, and
the other case comes from Victoria
county. Divorce is asked for in each
case on the usual grounds.

St. Andrew’s curlers are coming here
tomorrow to play for the McCaffrey
trophy.

The civic voters list this year contains

ONTARIC'S GAANT TO
TORONTO UKIVERSITY
ABOUT 2500

Province—Over 3,000 Students in
Attendance.

(Special to The Telegraph.)

Toronto, Feb. 24—According to the an-
nual report of the governors of the Univer-
sity of Toronto, the revenue of the univer-
sity for the year which ended June last,
amounted to $456,398. Of that sum $184,-
211 was received from students’ fees, $47,-
459 from endowment, and $224,728 repre-
sents the amount received from the prov-
ince.

The expenditure for maintenance was
$411,606, exclusive of $44,701, which was
applied towards repaying the amount with-
drawn from the endowment fund for the
completion of the physics building. There
are 3,038 students.

CONVICT MADE
SPURIOUS MONEY FOR
OFFICIALS TO PASS

Rendsburg, Prussia, Feb. 24—For some
time past counterfeit five mark pieces
have been circulating in Northern Prus-
sia. The nuthorities started to investigate,
with the result that in a number of in-
stances the falee money was traced to this
town and it was finally learned by the
police that they were being paid out by
persons connected with the prison here.
To clear up the mystery Detective Inspec-
tor. Schneider had himself committed as a
convict was was shut up in a cell in the
jail. After a day or two of observation,
he located a sound of faint hammering
from a deteached cell, where a counter-
feiter was serving a long term of impris-
onment.

With thie evidence, Schneider called in
some of his colleagues and last night they
raided the cell of the midnight worker.
They found it to be a veritable counter-
feiter’s workshop, in which the convict
minted five-mark pieces.

It appears that the convict, after being
brought to jail, told the prison inspector
where his coining apparatus was hidden.
The inspector found the dies and brought
them to prison and arranged that the con-

C. R. blacksmith, was painfully| vict could work at night to make the

{ coine, the inspector and his family put-

ting them into circulation. The inspect-
or, his wife and his mother-in-law have
been taken into custody.

PREMIER'S EXPERT’S REPORT
TO BE “SPRUNG” TODAY

HAZEN WILL GFT
THREE IN KINGS

Many Former Government
Supporters Against Them
This Time

CROWDED MEETINGS

Opposition Candidates Receive En-
thusiastic Greetings in All Sec-
tions—Secret Ballot Will Be a
Tower of Strength to Jones, Sproul
and Murray.

(Special to The Telegraph.)

Suseex, N. B., Feb. 24—In Kings county
the outlook for the opposition was never

so good. The workers for good govern-
ment, good roads, cheap school books and
a progressive agricultural policy embrace
men of both political parties in dominion
politics. Hard headed Liberals, who have
become sick of the reign of graft at Fred-
ericton, realize that it is-from that political
centre and not from Ottawa that provin-
cial reform' will come and this spirit be-
speaks success. for the opposition on
March 3.

The opposition have gone into the fight
with a splendid organization which is
working quietly and allowing the govern-
ment forces to do the shouting. It is felt
that good and honest effort will count on
election day and not the open and loud
boasting that has been heard eo much in
the government camp.

The opposition, however, have no hesita-
tion in claiming a victory for their ticket
—Messrs. Jones, Murray and Sproul will
be elected and its only a question of ma-
jority.

The government claim in the upper end
of the county that McAHister will win
and are prophesing, in the lower end, that
Wetmore is the man who has the chance
of ‘winning out.’In no instance do the sup-
porters of Premier . Robinson - hepe to’
carry the three seats and their predictions
are made as to the locality. It is a fore
gone conclusion that McAlister will be
swamped below Hampton and as the cam-
paign draws to a close he is losing ground
daily, and much of the early personal vote
promised him is getting into line for the
whole opposition ticket. .

Wetmore will drop away in the upper end
of the county, and it is said by many that
the leader of the ticket, G. G. Scovil, who
is less heard of in this campaign than ever
before, will be the low man at the polls.

Enthusiastic Opposition Meet-
ings.

If meetings count for anything the op-
position has a big lead. The gatherings
addressed by Messrs. Murray, Jones and
Sproul ‘have been most enthusiastic. The
speaking ability of the opposition ticket is
so far ahead of that of the government re-
presentatives that it is a shame to com-
pare the respective merits of the two
teams along those lines. Every man on the
opposition ticket will be a credit to the
county at Fredericton. Each is able to
present the claime of the constituency in
a telling and effective manner. The elec-
tors feel this, and will send three support-
ers of Mr. Hazen to Fredericton. Tomor-
row, at nomination, the people of Kings
will be more than ever convinced of this,
when the men of both sides meet on the
hustings to discuss the issues of the day.

The opposition have received assurances
of hearty support in every parish of the
county. Every effort will be made by the
government to win and already there is
every evidence of corruption, but the peo-
ple of Kings are alive to the fact that the
money being spent is the result of some
of the graft schemes, which have resulted
in piling up the debt of the province and
are bound to exercise their right to vote
as they think. Money or no money.

It is a secret ballot this time, and the
secret ballot will. tell in the county of
Kings.

QUEBEC BISHOP
ABOVE CIVIL LAW

Refuses to Hand Over Document as
Ordered by Judge — Question of
Contempt to Be Considered.

(Special to The Telegraph.)

Chicoutimi, Que., Feb. 24—That Roman
Catholi¢ bishops are above the civil law of
the country was the astonishing contention
made today here by Bishop Labreque, of this
diocese. His lordship refused to obey the
judge of the superior court, claiming that as
a bishop he was head of an ecclesiastical
court, and beyond the jurisdiction of ecivil
law.

The case arose over a libel suit brought
by a lawyer against three citizens, who were
alleged to have sent a signed statement to
the bishop to the effect that he had tra-
duced the clergy. It was necessary to have
the document in court, and Bishop Labreque
was subpoenaed in the ordinary way, but the
bishop did not turn up, and Judge Pelletier
agreed that it was necessary for him to obey
the law like any ordinary. citizen. He ac-
cordingly wrote to the bishop, who today
appeared in court, but when the plaintiff
demanded the production of the offending
document the bishop flatly refused to pro-
duce it.

Asked his authority for this contempt of
court, the bishop replied:

court and also because I do not occupy my-
self with your civil laws.””

His lordship was not committed for con-
tempt, but the case was postponed until the
judge decides whether the civil law can com-
pel }he bishop to produce the document in

‘““Because it was|
handed me as ‘a judge of an ecclesiastical |

Bank Auditors Work for Weeks, But.
Tonjonto Man Did Job in Four
Days

f W

Some Facts Throwing Light Upon the Value of the Expedi-f
ent Resorted To by Local Government to Secure a “‘Cer«
tificate of Character” on the Eve of Election. '

In view of the announcement that the
report of the expert employed by Premier
Robinson to examine the government ac-
counts is to be made public today, The
Telegraph instituted some inquiries last
evening among men familiar with the
work of /auditing accounts as to the meth-
ods employed to ensure thoroughness and
the time which might fairly be consumed
in operations of this nature.

It was learned that two city banks this
year adopted the plan of having their ac-
counts audited by independent experts
from Toronto or elsewhere. In the case
of one of these banks five of these outside
experts were engaged and an entire week
was consumed before they had completed
their work. In the case of the other bank
the work was done by a single auditor
and his time was fully occupied for nearly
six months.

The greatly extended time which it
must necesearily take one man to investi-
gate and thoroughly audit a set of books
can be readily understood when it is re-
membered that he has no assistance in
checking and that consequently one man,
working for five weeks or even ten weeks,
bears no comparison to the speed of five
men working together for one week.

Yet, as it will be'remembered, Premier
Robinson’s expert from Toronto, who had

no previous acquaintance with the transe
actions entered on the books, or the meth~
ods employed, completed his stupendous
task at Fredericton in four days, or, as the
government speakers put it, in four days:
and nights, assuming that this accoung-
ant carried on the great work without
pausing even to sleep.

There is a wide difference, moreover, be-
tween the conditions which exist. In a'
bank visible securities of known walue,
cash, vouchers and receipts are. available|
for examination, and a question put to a’
staff of trained assistants receives an im-i
mediate answer. On the other hand, how<!
ever, the expert at Fredericton would be
confronted with the financial vagaries of'
the road superintendents and the mystify-
ing overdraft in the public works expendi-
ture concerning some of the details of
which even the auditor-general admitted’
before the public accounts committee he:
had no information. ,

After pooh-poching Mr. Flemming's:
financial statement, and after changing
his mind and deciding that some expedi-
ent is necessary, Premier Robinson now
proposes to introduce this four-day per-
formance as a complete answer to every
criticism, and in full vindication of the
government’s conduct in recklessly ex-|
pending the revenues of the province, and '
exploiting the credit of 350,000 people.

MeGILL HONORS
AVBASSALOR BRYCE

Confers Dégree of LL. D.—Distin-
guished Statesman Congratulates
Canada on lts Seats of Learning,

(Special to The Telegraph.)

Montreal, Feb. 24—Right Honorable
James Bryce, British ambassador at Wash-
ington, was this afternoon invested with
the honorary degree of LL.D. by Mec-
Gill University at a special convocation
held for that purpose. The hall was crowd-
ed to its capacity with students and visit-
ors and the welcome extended to the dis-
tinguished scholar and diplomatist was of

an especially hearty nature. The degree
was presented by Principal Peterson and
the right honorable gentleman was then
invested with his doctor’s robe amid loud
applause.

Mr. Bryce, who received an ovation on
rising to acknowledge the honor, express-
ed his great pleasure in the growth of un-
versities in the younger countries and to
find in Canada universities attaining that
influence which they must hold, if the
country is to be kept a worthy child of
the old stock. There was nothing better
Great Britain could transmit to the
younger countries than her devotion to
higher learning.

After emphasizing the value of a post
graduate course on special lines, Mr.
Bryce spoke of the Rhodes scholarships
and of the principles which had produced
the bequest. Some of the rules in this con-
nection, might, he thought with advantage,
be amended, and he ventured to suggest to
Earl Grey and his colleagues in the trust
that some amendments might be made.
However, the scheme had worked admir-
ably, and he referred with gratification to
the success of Canada’s students, assuring
them that the Rhodes scholars had been
heartily welcomed at Oxford.

FUNERAL OF THREE
MacDONALDS DROWNED
IN ONTARIO RAPIDS

Bodies Disinterred and Brought to
Old Homes in Cape Breton for
Burial,

(Special to The Telegraph.)

Antigonish, N. 8., Feb. 24—The bodies
of the three MacDonalds who were
drowned in White Fish river, Ontario,
last May, arrived here this evening and
were taken to Maryvale. It was a path-
etic sight to see the three coffins born
through the main street of the town, fol-
lowed by a large concourse of people.

They were engaged with a survey party
and in shooting a rapids the boat upset.
Their bodies were not recovered for some
time, and the weather being hot it was
found necessary to bury them on the bank
of the river in which they met their deaths.
Some weeks ago the bodies were exhumed
and after a long trail were brought to the
nearest railway station.

The deceased young men were: J. W.
MacDonald, a brother of Rev. John H.
MacDonald of the college staff, and Rod
MacDonald, both of Maryvale, and Joseph
MacDonald of Arisaig. The two first
named were cousins.

OFFICE HOLDERS
: AS PARTIZANS

Complaints come from Kings county
about the partizan activity of office hold-
ers in the present campaign, in defiance
of the rule that such men shall not be-
come active workers at election  time.
Among the names mentioned are those of
R. H. Smith, postmaster at Ossekeag, who
is known as the secretary of the govern-
ment committee, and Harry Fowler, regis-

trar of deeds. These and other ‘cases are
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SHEER BOOM BILL
UP IN PARLIAMENT

Minister of Public Works Introduces
Measure Providing for a License
Before Obstruction Can Be I_’Iaced.

(Special to The Telegraph.)

Ottawa, Feb. 24—The minister of pub-
lic works introduced into the house to-
day an important bill for the province
of New Brunswick. This was for the
placing and maintaining of booms in in-
ternational streams.

“I may say,” said Mr. Pugsley, “that
the bill provides that no boom or sheer
boom ehall be attached to the Canadian
shore of any international stream or plac-

ed in the bed of any such stream on the
Canadian &ide or middle thread of the
main channel without a license therefor
having been obtained. It is also provid-
ed that such license may be granted by
| the minister upon such terms or for such
length of time as he may deem advisable.
It further provides that any person who
attaches or maintains any such boom up-
on the Canadian side of the channel shall
be liable to a -penalty for every day that
it is so maintained of not less than $100
and not exceeding $1,000.

“I may say that the immediate cause
of the introduction of this bill is a
state of affairs, which has arisen upon
that part of the St. John river which
forms the boundary between the state of
Maine and the province of New Bruns-
wick. Some two years ago a company was
incorporated by the state of Maine and
they proceeded to errect a mill at Van
Buren upon the American side of the St.
John river, opposite St. ILeonards. In
connection with the mill, they established
sorting works, booms and piers so they
practically closed the whole of the Am-
erican eide of the St. John river. Then,
in order to facilitate operations they ac-
quired some shore rights on the Canadian
side of the river, the result of which is
to divert into their sorting works on the
American side all the logs going down the
St. John river destined for mill owners be-
low these works.

“The result of the construction of these
works has been to cause very great de-
lay and loss and damage to the mill own-
ers of Woodstock, Fredericton, St. John
and other points on the St. John river.
Under the proposed law the navigation of
the river cannot be obstructed unless with
permission of the minister of public works.
It may well be argued that the placing
of these sheer dams in the river does not
obstruct navigation and therefore the
ocourts of our country would have no con-
trol over them. It has been thought ad-
vigable that the government, through the
minister of public works, should have some
control over that portion of the interna-
tional waters, which are within Canada,
and all this bill proposes to do is to place
a certain control over these booms in. the
federal authorities. !

“Under this bill, if it should become
law, the minister can make provision as
to the description of sorting works, and
may take all necessary precaution to pre-
vent delay and loss or injury to the mill
owners down the river. It seems to be,
in the case of an international stream, the
only mode which can be suggested by
which the large lumbering interests of a
great river like the St. John can be pro-
tected.

“Tt has been thought best to make the
bill general in its application, although
I say frankly that I am not aware of
any case in which the difficulty has arisen
except on the St. John river.”

Sir Wilfrid Laurier has placed Monk’s
co-operation bill on government orders.

Two Quebec Men Hurt in Explo-
sion.

Campbellton, Feb. 24—(Special)—News
reached here today of an explosion at
Point Macquereau (Que.), in which two
men were badly injured, perhaps fatally,
by dynamite, but as connection with that
point is very poor, the facts canmot 1 -




