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CONCERNING OPPOSITION LEADERS.

are always impatient members in ahy opposition who
think that a party which does not succeed in turning
the government out, ought to be “reorganized” into
Success.  On the whole Mr. Borden and the men about
him have escaped disparagement rather better than
others who have not been winners. During the time
that the Liberal party was in opposition it got clear of
Mr. Mackenzie and Mr. Blake as leaders, underwent a
period of syndicate leadership, and had reached a stage
In which Sir Wilfrid Laurier was described as a brilliant
failure. A famous letter of Mr. Charlton, declared that
there was no hope for Liberals as long as they were
directed by a French Canadian like Laurier, and machine
politiclans like Edgar. Had the Conservative govern-
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ment been sustalned in 1896, there would have been an
immediate change of opposition leadership. Since the
overthrow of the Ross government In Ontario in 1905,
the opposition has had three leaders, and it is now talk-
ing of another change. Before 1905 it was becoming
the habit of many Ontario Conservatives to say that
their party could never win under Whitney.

We do not know of any opposition which has stood
together so well and supported its leader so loyally
as the Conservative party in the House of Commons.
It may also be said that no opposition leader of either
party has acted more wisely, worked harder, and dis
played sounder judgment than Mr. Borden. He has
not been a negative leader only, but has proclalmed a
forward policy, concerning” which the only fault found
is that much of it has been taken by the government.
One of the penalties that a party pays for comstructive
" |statesmanship in opposition, is that its policy may be
stolen by the government which it opposes, Those

THE LAYMEN'S MOVEMENT.

The Taymen's Missionary conference now taking
Place in'this city, is separated by a long interval from
the missionary meeting of old times. This does not
ludicate that the movement has ceased to be religious.
It does mean that business men are taking up the prob-
lem of evangelizing the world as an enterprise to which
business principles as well as spiritual enthusiasm may
be applied, Outside the question of offering the faith
of the Gospel to the individual people of the world,
there is involved in the movement solemn national and
international issues, and grave social questions of the
future, Some of the people who have been classed
4s heathen, the word implying not only false beliefs
but intellectual and education inferiority, ars coming
forward as great forces in the world, proving themselves
to be the equal of Europeans in those departments of
activity which have been regarded. as a test of
civilization and enlightenment. These Asiatics are
coming into the family of nations, We must sit down
with them in future, and it is a matter of considerable
importance to us, as to them, what sort of ideas they
shall bring to the coming community.

Then there is the practical business question grow-
ing out of the generally acecpted idea that the Gospel
must sometime be preached to all the people in the
world. Accepting this doctrine, the question comes
whether the work shall be done in the next twenty-five
years, according to the programme now presented, or
in the next one hundred or five hundred years, accord-
ing to the recent rate of progress. Perhaps a move-
ment that does not keep up to the increase of popula-
tion in the countries whose evangelization is sought
cannot properly be described as an advance, As a mere
matter of business, an undertaking of this kind if a&
tempted with a real intention to complete it, would be
conducted with the greatest economy of men and maney
if it were prosecuted so vigorously as to overcome the
inertia and bring within the compass of an effective
human life the time of ¢overing the whole territory.

It the problem of domesticating a park of wild|

animals were undertaken, the contractor would not go
about it at a rate which would tame only five animals,
while ten more were born in a wild state. He would
map out work and invest his avallable resources
in a prompt and vigorous effort to overcome the whole
task within the shortest possible time. This represents
only the arithmetical side of the proposition, for there
is, of course, no such relation of superior and inferior
the missiopary problem. All are human beings
alike, and the European brought face to face with the
A rarning that he is dealing with his equal in
elligence, and in many high qualities.
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But the Laymen in the churches are bringing to the
missionary enterprise the training and experience which
they in conducting their own they
see the waste, the loss, the comparative ineffectiveness
of the slow processes by which the work of evangeliza-
tion has been conducted, not because the workmen are

use business, and

mecompetent, but because they are too few for the
task. Some¢ great men -in certain fields have done
wonderful things. Thousands of faithful workers in

many fields have done what they could. But in the
enormous and increasing population of Asia and Africa
the counquests of Christianity are relatively small, and
would be it every missionary had been St. Paul.
For the little world of people among whom that Apostle
spent his active life, might be lost in a corner of one
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who find fault with Mr. Borden and the Conservatives
because they have provided the government with a
civil service policy, a public utilities policy, a eon-
servation pelicy, & rural mail delivery policy, and a
bolicy on techncal education, ate able to make a case.
But good citizens will not agree that it is a crime to
suggest good legislation.

Mr. Borden need not hope that all persons who call
themselves Conservatives will excuse him for not ob-
taining power. Those who see for a public man no
other duty than to obtain office, and get into a position
to dispense patronage, will not be satisfied with any
leader until he gets control of the treasury, Every
opposition leader and party has to deal with this ele.
ment, which is not wholly without its usefulness. It is
not well for an opposition party to be too well satisfied
with itself and its work.

AN ALLEGED ORIENTAL HOAX.

What Dr. Fred. Cook is to polar exploration, Pro-
fessor H. V. Hillprecht of the University of Pennsylvania
is to Babylonian archeology, Professor Barton of Bryn
Mawr, Professor Haupt of Johns Hopkins, and Professor
A. T. Clay of Yale being the judges. The Pennsylvania
professor of Oriental languages two weeks a4go made
public his discovery of a tablet of clay with an inscrip-
tion containing a record of the flood, This Babylonian
document was represented by the discoverer to be
nearly as old as the supposed date of the deluge. Dr.
Hilprecht gave a translation, filling in with conjectural
readings the portions that were effaced. His rendering
made the story confirmatory of the Scripture account
of the deluge. The whole story was given by the
discoverer at the meeting of a ladies’ soclety called
the Acorn Club, Facsimiles of the inscription were
printed in the newspapers with the translation.

Two weeks have passed, and now comes the other
side. Dr. Barton made his speech at a- meeting of
the American Oriental society at Baitimore. He finds
these faults with Dr. Hilprecht and his statement:—
Instead of waiting for a meeting of the Oriental
society, Dr. Hilprecht made his statement to a feminine
audience,

The tablet is several centuries newer than Dr.
Hilprecht represented. This any Oriental scholar
could tell at a glance by the dialect.

The inscription has no scientific value in relation
to the flood, owing to his late date,

Dr. Hilprecht’s translation is full of mistakes, and
is hardly worthy of a first-year student in Hebrew,
The conjectural readings are mere guesses, with
only one chance in a hundred of correctness.

The whole thing is therefore an archeological fraud,
exploited for sensational purposes.

In this case the critics have all the data. Profes-
sor Hilprecht showed his good faith by photographing
his tablet and giving every Orientalist the same chance
to deal with it as he himself had. His scholarship may
be attacked, but he does not need to 80 to Santiago.

SHORT WORK.
In this country or the United States a series of
resolutions - declaring for great constitutional changes
would be discussed for months in parliament or con-
gress, Great Britain is considering the question ot
abolishing most of the powers of the senior legislative
body. The discussion has continued about one week.
It is to be pressed to the first division today. Two
weeks will be allowed for the committee stage, and then
the hnestmu will be decided under the closure. Follow-
ing this a period of a week and two days will be allowed

The Conservative party at Ottawa .l,i having the same:
experlence in a mild degree that has attended &ll op-
positlons, federal and provineial, in this country. There
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OTHE UNKNOHN

The great wild spaces of gur mother
earth,

The boundless prairies and the un-
touched wood,

The canons which unseen for ages
stood,

The untrod heights where mighty

streams have birth;

The thundrous cataracts whose mighty
waves

Grave channels in the solid walls of
stone,

The deserts where no man may walk
alone,

The polar wastes, where cairns ara

piled for graves.

Who has not in the dreams of @& or
night

Followed some star whichgled him
to each place,

And by that' inner .sight, given by
God's grace,

Known the chill darkness or the vivid

€2

Dull is the life which never grew more
bright

From knowing these were given to
the race.

When the far heights
canons bridged,

The fenceless prairies turned to
fields of graim,

The forests changed into a treeless

gre levelled,

plain,
The Arctic floes by lines of travel
ridged; .
When the great waterfalls are leached
for power,
And even the deserts wear a tinge
of green, *
When the all charted, pictured earth

is seen
Bound in some volume of the passing
hour,

Where shall imagination find a way
To lead from out the common haunts

of men
And live its life beyond the body's
ken,
Nor measures what it could by what
it may?

The dreary hours will linger on that

ay
When all is known, and none may
dream again,
—Ninette M, Lowater.
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A motor wagon I could use—

But since these wishes are in vain

I'm thankful for my feet and shoes.
—Washington Star.

The Stay-Away,

“I was sorry you couldn't come to
the club yesterday.” .

“So was I. Tell me what the ladies
said about me?”—Detroit Free Press.

An Old Question.
“I'll leave it to you,” declared Eve.
“What's the question?” inquired
Adam.
“Shall we clean house or dig a new
cave?"—Louisville Courier-Journal,

A Mere Mollusc,
“Why do you look so subdued and
humble ?"
“I've just been to call on my wife’s
folks."—Washington Herald,

Scrambled Verse.
Oh, say, have you seen by the
dawn's early light the backbone of
winter that hung in the well>—Em-
poria Gazette,
The old oaken backbone, the gem
of the ocean——thus warbled a Peri be-
neath the dark sea—Line-o-Type.
'Tis the backbone of winter left
blooming alone as it stands in the
stable yard under the eaves—New
York Mail.
The ironbound backbone, above the
green elms, the horn of the hunter is
heard on the hill.—Chicago Tribune.
Kathleen Mavourneen, the backbone
of winter, 'mid fond recollections, the
old folks at home—Cleveland Plain
Dealer.
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FUNERALS

James Brdyen.
The funeral of the late James G.

8t John, N. B,

Bryden was held yesterday afternoon| We are under deep obligations te
at 2.30 o’clock . from his residence, 155 | our graduates, who by their ability
Adelaide street. Rev. B. H. Nobles|ang profi have g

Y our
work to the public, and have given ut

our present standing.

Our aim is to continue turning out ‘
graduates of this class. They have al
ways been our best advertisemen
Free catalogue to any address, {

conducted the service and interment
was made in Fernhill cemetery.

NRobert F. Hastings.

Th funeral of the late Robert H
Hastings took place yesterday at
2.30 o'clock from Dr.Frink’s residence
on Elllott Row. Rev. G. A. Kuhring
conducted the service and interment
was made in Fernhill cemetery

DEATHS.

Holand.—In this city on 3rd inst., Mar-
garet Genevieve, daughter of the late
Joseph W. Holland, and sister of !
Rev. J. W. Holland, of the 8t. John :

Chiinese province,

A DOCK AT ST. JOHN.

The possibility of a dry dock of the four million
dollar class at St, John is captivating. Yet if we con-
sider tHé situation, and the governing circumstances,
this place would appear to be the first choice. The
Canadian Pacific Railway, as the greatest Canadian
transportation agency by land and water, would natur-
ally favor a winter port reached by its own rails. The
Grand Trunk and Grand Trunk Pacific, which will
probably have their own fleet, may use American har-
bors for a large part of their business, but must find a
Canadian point for any subsidized dock in which they
take an interest. -They might consider either Halifax
or St. John acceptable, but this port would offer the
balance of convenience, Should the Allan Company
be concerned in the enterprise, it would remember
that the:larger part of the freight traffic in winter is
and will be handled at this port. Thus there would
be certain very strong business influences in favor of
St. John with none against it, except the traditions of
Halifax as an anoient naval station.

With a dock of the larger class should be assoclated
& modern shipbuilding business. Here the traditions
are in favor of St. John, which was for many years one
of the great shipbuilding places in the world. There
is a difference between the old and new methods and

ials in shi di but it has been observed that
many localities which built ships of wood in old times
are centres of the steel shipbuilding industry. The

for the budget.

But the passage of the resolutions will not make
them law. Even if they were submitted in the form
of a bill the Lords would still have power to veto the
anti-veto measure.

Mr. Pugsley has told the House of Commons
that the Grand Trunk Pacific cannot use wharves on
the West Side because it will reach St. John from the
east. This shows that the minister has lost his faith
in the Valley connection by way of Grand Falls. AMr
Hazen has prepared a measure providing for a Valley
Railway according to Mr. Pugsley’s own standards.
Mr. Pugsley was represented as having contractors
ready to comstruct this kind of a road to tap the
Grand Trunk Pacific, and reach St. John on the West
Side. Where have these railway builders gone?
Colonel Roosevelt may as well make a speech to
the Methodists at Rome, since he is disqualified on their
account from his audience with the Pope. The chance
to make another spectacular speech will be some mitiga-
tion of the disappointment.

The establishment of the fact that several thousand
people left Quebec for the United States last year is
|disturbing the government statisticans. The census de-
partment has been carefully counting the people who
cqme in but has not taken notice of those who go out.

The project which Mr. Pugsley worked all night
to save has reached a condition in which Mr. Em-
d lly i it

Clyde and the Tyne produced many ships in the old
days, and they do still. Plymouth was busy building
and repairing wooden ships in the time of Queen Kliza-
beth, and her dockyards are busy mow over ships of
outh many g of build-

a8 & “post mortem.” The member for Wntmo;ind
lasalsted in providing the corpse.

This province is slowly but surely coming to its
own in immigration. Settlers who promise to be good
New Brunswick citizens have been arriving the last
few days, and more are on the way. {

Mr. Emmerson is showing a disposition to make

m«mm

“It's a great thing ter be quick at
figgers, as th’ man said while jottin’'
down th' number of th' auto that run
over him.”

And Give Him a Bank Account.
Mrs. Guy:—“This newspaper says
that ice one and a half inches thick
will support a man.”

Mr. Guy:—"It has to be a good deal
thicker than that to support the ice-
man.”

A Woman Of Resource.
Mrs. A (meeting friend at fountain
in department store):—“What in the
world are you pouring water on your
umbrella for?”
Mrs, B:—"It’s a nuisance to carry
around and the sign over there says;
‘No dry umbrellas checked.’ ”

Money In That.
The lawyer likes to take a rest
Like most of us, and still

rage lawyer's happiest
Tﬁ&h:'n.w:: with a w'll?.‘
~—Catholic S and ‘Times.

Merely After the Reward of Virtue.
“What do you think of X.'s pic-

tures "'
“He's a mere poser. He draws well
r attract  attention.”—

gh Mele.

with . Mr, Pugsley’s

SUPREME COURT CHAMBERS.

+ Commission Granted.

Mr. Justice McKeown in Chambers
yesterday granted a commission
on the application of the plaintiff in
the case of the First National Bank
vs. Hughes and others. Mr. L. P. D.
Tilley appeared for the plaintiff and
Mr. H. H. Pickett for the defendants.
——

PROBATE COURT.

Estate of E. I. Simonds.

In the Probate Court vesterday,
at eleven o'clock hearing in the proof
of the will of the late Edmond Iron-
sides Simonds, deceased, was com-
menced.

Mr. W. B. Wallace, K. C,, appears
for the executor, Mr. J. K. MacRae,
Mr. John A. Sinclair appear for the
legatee named under the will, and
Hon. J. D. Hazen, the attorney gen-
eral, and Mr. Daniel Mullin, K. C., ap-
pear for children of the deceased con-
testing the granting of letters testa-
mentary on the ground that the de-
ceased did not know what he was do-
ing at the time of the execution of the
document. ¢

K. J. MacRae, a barrister, who drew
the document and who is nameq as
executor therein, was on the stand all
morning. #

Mr. MacRae, under cross i

" [Lynam—In this city on Monday, April

rl‘a.te Brother, David W.

Baptist Church. 4
The remains will be taken from the
residence of James Barry, 1561 Wat-
erloo Street, at 6.20 a. m., on Tues-
day, to the L. C. R. depot. Interment
at Melrose, N. B, on Wednesday
after Requiem High Mass. .
Dunham.—In this city on 3rd inst.,
at his late residence, 163 Britain St.,
David Willilam Dunham, aged 49
years, leaving a wife to mourn his
loss.
Funeral on Tuesday at 2.30 p. m., to
Fernhill. :
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I8 on sale in St. John at |

the office of THE STANDARD, 4§
Prince William street, and the NEW!
Stand at the Royal Hotel.

ROBT. MAXWELL
NMason :'::l Build_u. Valuaw

4th, Richard Lynam, aged 83 years,
Funeral from his late residence Hx-
mouth street, on Wednesday at 3
o'clock.

Whelpley—In this city on the 4th
inst, at 48 Victoria St., Hannah
Dempsey Whelpley, aged 87 years,
widow of Henry Whelpley, leaving
three sons and four daughters; one
sister, three brothers and numerous
grand children and great grand
children.

Notice of funeral hereafter.

l. O. F.

The members of Court Rockwood 1470,
are requested to attend the funeral of our

d unham, from his
e residence, 163 Brittain St., on Tuesday
the Gth inst. at 2.30 F m. Members of
sister Courts are invited to Attend.
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tion by the attorney general, admitted
that the testator was somewhat ad-
dicted to the liquor habit, Witness
said that there was an old will, and
witness’s late brother, Dr. A. W, Mac-
, Was named as executor in that
document. The new will named wit-
ness as executor. Witness thought
that the new document was similar to
the old one in its terms.

The legatee named in the new will
is a Mrs. James, who hag
housekeeper for the testator for a

prior to his death,
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