February 4, 1903.

sldewalk, went jovfully tothe cellar, only to find the
bin empty. The driver had delivered his load into an
opening of the city sewer. The editor continnes, we are
constrained to remark that we have known of greatly
needed contributions for religious and charitable work
bestowed with generous motive and by reasons of careless
haste and want of vroper investigation, delivered where
they are of as little use as this coal is, Sometimes, too,
the money thus deposited in the wrong place has been
trust funds. The leson {s worth learning by all readers
of this journal. Our gifts and the way ‘we dispose of
them mey be a surer index of our real selves tham our
words or our prayers. >

—The Moutreal Witnest has opened ite columns to
representative men of the leading Protestant demomin-
ations of the city of Montreal, for the discussion of the
question of Christian Uslon. Many good thiogs have
been written. The symposiam will be of value in this,
that men will be able to look at things from the other
fellow's point of view, The Rev. ]. A Gordon, pastor of
the First Baptist church, has laid down some principles
which he holds to be basal to any re union of the differ.
it denominations that wanld be worthy of the name.
1. That there is a visible ustitution or organizstion in
connection with the Kingdom of God on earth known as
the Chureh., 2. That there are two divinelv sppointed
ordinances essential to the existence and orderly con
tinuance of a New Testament church, nnm-ly: baptism
and the Lord's supper, and that those are to continue
un'll the end of the sge or ““till He comes.”' 3 That
an intelligent bellever lu the Lord jJesus Christ is a
proper subjret for Christian baptism and church mem
bership. 4 That the jmmersion in water of such an
intelligent believer in Jesus Christ as his personal
Saviour and Lord, by a duly qualified administrator, in
the nlu;c of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Ghost is valld Christian baptiem. 5 That such an
{utelligent bellever so bapiiz:d iy enotitied to all the
rights and privileges of ordinary church membarship.
That the priociples la'd dowa iy Pastor Gordon will be
sccepted by Lis Pedo-baptist bretoren st the present
stage of taelr ealighte imesat la not a all probable ; bat
that there are Pado baptist denomlinations that could
onite and so conserve thele energles s 'd make aggresrive
work more ¢ff sctive is now admitted by most persons
and that there are Baptist denominations that could also
jsn hands in promoting the interests of the Klngdom of
Jeous Christ is also clear. Let the discursion go on ina
Rindly Christian way, it will do good

R

Day of Prayer tor Colleges.

Lord’s Day, Feb 8th, will he.the day of prayer for
col eges, and, by request of the. Faculty of Acadia, we
call the attention of the churches to the subject. We
have our schools at Wolfville and we believe in prayer;
and it is therofore, to be taken for granted that we shall,
a8 in years past, unite in seeking divine blessiog on the
schools we love 80 well, Those who manage our educa
tional work, our Board of Governors, and others, need
the insight, devotion, motives and power which only the
Holy Spirit can give. Thore who-teach need the ability
wisdom and power of utterance which only the same
spirit can impart. And those who are in the daye of
privilege of & life time need humility, ‘‘mother of all the
virtnes’' and the quest for truth and life that none but
God csn give. We desire success in our work, and to be
abiding our work must be spiritual, and the secret of all
spiritual success is an immediate and uniform submigsion
to the influences of the Holy Ghost.”

We have carried on our work in the past, becanse of
our conviction that it is of God, and our work hes given
the strength of purpose to many a life, We desire our
young people to have convictions of the value of kuow-
ledge, of trath, of life—*Convictions of any sort, a living
practical consciousness of any kind,—is of great value,
becaunse it is only this species of &knowledge that moves
mankind, convince a man. that is, give him a couscious-
ness, of the truth of a principle in politics, in trade, or
in religion, and you actuate him politically, commerci-
ally, or regiously. ‘‘But the conviction of sin, with
what it includes and leads to, is of more worth to man
than all other convictionse.”” And it is the office of the
Holy Spiritto convince of sin. ‘'Neverisa mass of human
beings so centrally stirred, as when the Spirit of God is
poured out upon it, and from no movement in human so-
clety do such lasting and blessed consequences flow, as
from a gennine revival of religion.”

And the influences of the spirit may be obtained by
asking for them. There are other gifts of God which
may be asked for with deep and agonizing desire. and it
is not certain that they will be granted. This is the case
with temporal blessings. - But no man ever supplicated
{u the earnestness of his soul for the influences of the
Holy Spirit, and was ultimately refused.”

We understand thet Dr, Trotter will preach at the
morning service and probably Rev. Mr, Hatch and Dr.
Sawyer will speak at the meeting in College Hall in the
evening. The day will be a good one for our pastors to
use in directing the thoughts of their congregstions to
s meed of the spiritual in the work of edusation.

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.
Honoring the Lord by Systematic Giving.

It hae been laid on a committee, of whick, Rev. J. C.
Spurr is chsirman, Rev. J. L. Miner, secretary, and A,
W. Sterns, treasurer, to try and secure the hesrty co-

operation of the Baptist churches in this province, in the it

matter of supporting our missionary and educational
enterprises.

If you will kindly bear with me a few moments, I will
try to say a few plain thinge to myself and you, on this
subject, in as kind a way as possible.

The Dominion Iron and Steel Company and the Dom-
inion Coal Company at Syduey are important industries ;
with large capital, a great number of employees, and &
prrpose that will no doubt be very far reaching. The
capital is ownrd by persons in diff srent parts of Canads
and the United States.

We may not own any shares in these large companies,
but we are met here today stock-holders in corporations
haviog far more Important aime. I refer to our Home
and Forelgn Missionary en‘erprises together with Acadia
Unlversity and the other undertakings for the Maritime
Baptist Couventlon. We have
plough, we have engaged with our hrethren in Nive
Scotia snd New Brunswick to help support these objsets
Twenty-three thousand dolinee {s the amount required for
this year, Sixteen thoussnd dollars is expscted from
Nova Scotia, Six thoussnd dollers from New Brunawick
and one thoussnd dollars from this provines, That
wou!d mean for this Island about one cent per week rom
each of our church members

When a man buys very heavily of railroad or other
stocks, he la sometimes called a plunger. The Maritime
Convention evidentiy does not exp et mavy plungers
from P. K. I in the stock of our Denominational Work,
when they assign us an amount ¢qanl to one cent per

put our hand to the

week per member

Bat even this small amonnt will not be raised without
some system and eff ;rt. 1 bave here a schedu's of the
contributions of the Naptist churches of this provinee fur
Denominstional Work (apart from the Womens Aid 8o
I will not
weary you with all the figures, but will simply resd the
contributions for three years In 188¢ we raised $7)2 In
1891 #7908, and in 1971 $48), or in other words in 1881
abont one cent per week, per member, aud In 1901 about
balf s cent.  This dec'ine in onr giving is not because wo
are getting poorer F‘-_r the last ten years our province
has been steadily increasiug ln wealth, Methods of
farming have been improving, farms have been growing
in value, until the census retorns jast fesued

clety offeriugs) for esch year since 188)

a8 sum
marized {n our local newspapers), show that the value of
farm property lu Piince Kdward [dand is thirty millions
of dllars, and farm prodacts are worth seven millionk of
dolla‘s We have
today under cultivation 3703 more acres than we had ten

The averag+ value of farms s f2314

years ago. lun 1850 there were four cheese [actories in
this providce with an ou'pat of #3503, In 190 forty-
seven cheese and butter factorles were in operation with

a product of 566 824 -

Has not the Lord been increasing his temporal gifts lo
ue, ard have we vot been decreasing our off srings to the
extension of his cause, Can we call this keeping faith
with the Convention, can we call this being honest to our
obligatione, can we call this bringing all the tithes into
the store house, can we call this, honoring the Lord with
our substance.

You will no doubt agree with me, when I say that an
average of one cent per week per member, which the
Convention asks us to con!rlby.lle for the spread of the
gospel, la far below what the Lord requires of ns. And
we can safely affi'm, that there can be no question as to
our ability to give that amount. D> yon ask then wher:
is the d'fficulty ? 1In the first place, is it not in our fail-
ure to fully recognise the fact that God has committed
the extension and maintainance of hiskingdom to human
{nstrumentality and not to the service of angels—and in
the second place, to our lack of system in making onr
offerings unto the Lord. The scripture plan is **upon the
firat day of week, let every one of you lay by him in store

as God hath prospered him. Notice the time, the pre.

sons spoken to, and the amount. If this method were
followed we would have no trouble in raising amounts
that we now think very large.

There was once a man who thought himself very poor,
80 poor that he could give bnt little monev for any good
work. One day a lady asked him if he wonldn’t put his
name down on her paper promisiug to give $18 25 during
the year to the different cau ‘es for which his church was
trying to work. He looked at her with amaz ment
** Why my dear woman !'’ said he, * I never had $18 25
a year to give in my life, and never expect to have. I'm
a poor man.”’ ‘‘Well," she said, "if you really think
you csnvot aff rd that sum, wouldn't you give five centa
a day for this year.” "Why. yes,”” he said, ‘‘five cents
a day is a little bit, certaioly, if that will do you any
good T can manage that,’’ and he did, and epjryed it.
You all know the diffsrence between five cents a day and
$18 25 per year.

Dear friends, let us adopt the Bible plan, and lay on
the Lord'saltar, on the first day of every week our offer.

Lat ws the euvelope system, that is
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Thus One Hundred will give annually $1339 0o

{ the rates were only half of the foregoing, the fotal
would be ahove what is sometimes nlus One hundred
persons can easily in this way relie an amount that
would comfortably support thelr pastor, and asslst the
various benevolent schemes of the chureh It madit be
carefully noted, that proportionste glving muost be regu..
lar to be effective. Should any be absent on one or more
Lord's day from thefr church the amount muast be sse-
redly Isld sside. It lathe Lord's money It iy devoted,
and brought when the worshipper appesrs agsin in the
House of Got.

This is & subject that should bave onreful sindy  Por.
haps it Is more clossly allled with the spiritual dearth la
the land than we thiauk for. For eveiy text In the Bitie
that speaks of prayer, thers onn be shown three sbout
glving,

“ The sarth ie the Loed's and the faluses thereol
“The sliver and the goid are Ml ' The oattle wpon
& thonsand hitle are Mis alen’' And we who wre on
trusted with more or loes of thess things, are sot pros
Emctuu_ but stewards of God 1o mavages (ham for bla
sterests, and =o are sxpeoted 1o returs wste (he Lood
His own with lncrense i
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The mwew vour, {1 this comatry, eings owr municipal
eleetiven. Reery city, town, village, hamlet, has s
own local campalgn | snd some of these are ss ¢ xoiting
an the cholee of & leglalature.  The chief ity of Ontarie
s Toronto ; snd all eyes are fived apoa the poliug thet
placer one man at the hesd of that commuaity of 200
oon sonls.  The contest this year was unusaally (nterest-
fog for Baptists, and great was the rejoicing when it was
snnounnced that the mayor of the Qaeen City for 1903 s
Mr, Thomas Uiqubart, barrister and solicitar. The new
mayor was born 1o a conntry village 44 years ago, and
stayed there 20 years. Then be emigrated to the city,
studied law, récelved a call to the bar and began to make
a record for himeelf, such as le often made by the lad
from the country, Now from the mayor's chair he can
look back upon. a host of city youths whn were flitting
from one drawiog room to another, while he was poring
over Blackstone and grinding for ex+ms. Mr, Urquhart
la a deacon in Walmer kKuad Baptist church and superin-
tendent o' the Sunday school. He invited his pastor,
Dr. W. W, Weekas, to open the first session of the City
Counril with prayer ; and then he proceeded to instruct
the city enginesr to compel the street rallway to [carry
out the terms,of its contract. There will be no stag-
nation sround the City Hall this year.

Brandon College, our young asd enterprising school
for Manitoba has found friends. Mc and Mre,
1) wwien of Torouto, who ve financed the enterprise
trom tue begivning, bave shown their apvroval of the
conduct of the school and their faith in ite future by
donating $6r,00u to the endowment furd ; and Lord
Stratheona, who began lif2 as a janior clerk in the em-

ploy of the Hudson Bay Company, has added $i00v to
the other gifts. 7

The result of the Temnerance camrpaign of last year
was & m1jority of nearly 100 000 votes Yor the enforce-
ment of a prohibitory law ; and though this is short of
the required ber, the Temp people have al-
ready sent a delegation of 200, to ask of the government
the abolition of the bar and the supply of liguor to
clubs

The Century charch, Taironto, is the yonugest Baptist
chureh in the city, being but two years old. Daring the
past year the increase haa been 19 by letter and 33 by
bavtism. There are 260 in the Suadav school. The in-
come was $2 850 Under the anspices of the City Ex-
teusion Board, & new building will soon b: erected and
the church hes already raised $1,80> for that purpose,
The membership is now 180 2

Port Hope, Ont,

s S
Rev. Wm. E. Hall.

I cannot induige in expressions of grief atthe an.
nouncement which sppears in your columns of thé re-
lease from suffering of my life-long cortemporary and
friend. We started together to climb the hill at Horton
Academy and kept in touch, until he wse ordered to
quit, and went home to die. That was more than forty
years ago. He came rolling up the hill one day, a mass
of flash, to my astonishment. He had been nursed at
home, and fresh air and his mother's cream had
bronght him round. But he found that /confine-
ment in College rooms, rapidly placed him where
he was again, and he, much against his cher-
ished ‘desires, was obliged to forego the College
course, However, he loved and nud!g the Bible, and
was alwnys able to present its trutbs clearly and with a

ood deal of unct'on. He was a successful pastor, feed-
Png the lJamb and the sheep, and weeping over .poor sin-
nere. He had a talent for builcing churches, how manv
1do not remember,. After his temporary bred¥downs,
we would sometimes say that ‘‘Brother Hall won’t build
snother meeting house "’ and he did-—several more,

Wm. Hall wee & Baptist throwgh and through and
rouuded:'!;hs ;;;edmmlol&t? men who bave bnilr;g
our part of the kingdom i Maritime Provinces,
spent his h for the churches ;
unite to say, "




