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LOCAL LEGISLATURE

FREDERICTON, N. B., April 1,—
The house met at three o’clock.

Mr. Allen presented the petition of J.
Bimeon Armstrong in favor of his auto
road bill. ~

Mr. Robertson presented the,petition
of the city of St, John for a bill to re-
move doubts as to the harbor  of St.

" John,

Hon. Mr. Jones introduced a bill to
amend the acts incorporating the town
of Woodstock,

The house went into committee of the
. whole on bills, Mr. Osman in the chair.

The bill to amend the act imcorporating
the Maine and New Brunswick Elec-
trical Power Co. was agreed to as am-
ended,

Hon. Mr. Tweedie objected that a
clause for the redemption of the prop-
erty had been added which had not
been agreed to by the manicipalities
committee. IIe thought this should not

* be done. ;
_ 'The bill to incorporate the Second
Advent Christian conference of New
Brunswick: was agreed to.

The bill relating to the city of Monc-
ton was agreed to as amended by the
committee on municipalities.

The bill to authorize the town coun-
cil of Milltown to provide a system of
water works for said town was agreed
to. : &

The bill to amend the act amending
the Consolidated Statutes respecting
rates and taxes in the city and county
of St. John was committed,

Dr. Ruddick said that as some mem-
bers were absent, progress should be
reported.

Mr, Hazen said he thought it was
wrong in principle and unfair that the
husband should be assessed for the
séparate property of his wife,

Hon:' Mr. Pugsley sald he quite
agreed to the vprinciple, but it was
more difficult to enforce payment by a
woman ‘than a man. No one would
like to imprison a woman for her taxes.
Progress was reported.

Mr. Flemming introduced a bill to
authorize the municipality of Car-
leton to pay the grand jurors in the
circuit and county court. i

The house went into committee on
ills, Mr. Burns in the chair.

The bill relating to the construction
and inspaction of buildings ‘within cer-
tain limits in the city of Fredericton
was agreed to as amended. i

The bill to amend the act incorporat-
ing Gibson Village for water and five
puryoses was agreed to.

The bill to authorize exemption from
‘taxation of the Canada Woodenware
Company was agreed to, 2

The house went into committee on
bills, Mr. Allen in the chair. f

The factory act was taken up, and,
as there had been an understanding
that it was not to be committed until
Tresday, progress was reported.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley said that quite a
number of the provisions of this bill
were in the bill that was before the
house last year and were agreed to.
A number of provisions which were
considered objectionzble by the own-
ers of factories had been omitted. He
thought the present bill would be
found fairly satisfactory. The bill
proviged for proper sanitary arrange- |
ments, the safety of employes, it pro-
tects young persons and fixes the hours
of labor. It also provides that one or
more inspectors should be appointed.
He thought that one would be suffi-
eient. The fact of the act being in
ths statute book would have a good
effect. The bill was the result of the
most careful enquiry and the taking
of much evidence on the part of the:
commissioners. They had carefully
guarded it so that it would not inter-
fere with the great industries of the
province. ;

The bill in addition to and in am-
endment of the school act was then

. taken up. .

Mr. Flemming thought that there
ought to be a provisioun which would
erable them to have more superior
schools. He would suggest that the
number of persons required for a su-
perior school /in taking account of the
population of a. county should be re-
duced from 6,000 to 4,000. ;

Hon. Mr. Pugsley agreed with the
honorable member that the number of
superior schools should be increased,
and promised that the matter would
receive careful consideration during
the recers. :

The bill provides for scholarships to
teachers taking a course of manual
training and nature study, and also
for the consolidation of schools dis-
tricts to the number of these or more.
Larger powers are given to the trust-
ees where they desire to rebuild a
school house.

Mr. Hazen said there were a num-
~ber of bills now before the house to
give school trustees the power to bor-
row money. What would be the policy
of the governmient in regard to these
bills? Would they be passed or would
these trustees have to do their work
over again by making an application
to the chief superintendent?

Hon. Mr. Pugsley said the bill would
cover almost every poseible case.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie sald the board of
education was the proper body to ex-
ercise the power of granting leave to
borrow money. In the case of the
trustees asking for legislation where
bilis were before the house there need
be no delay for a mere formal petition
would be sufficient.

Mr. Hazen thought that where
school trustees wished to borrow
menay there should be some provision
for notifying the taxpayers.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie said the board of
‘education was in touch with all the
scheol districts by means of its in-
spectors. A board of trustees asking
for a loan would have to set out fully
the reasons for the application.*There
might be a ' provision requiring the
trustiees to advertise their intention to
ask for these powers.

Hon. Mr. Hill thought it was not
wise to glve school trustees too great
facilities for borrowing money.

Mr. Hazen—That is what this bill 18
lmely to do.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie thought all these

leations should first come before
the board of education and there was
no lkelhood that the trustees would
be allowed to borrow teo much.

:.‘ho lf)oard knows what the indebted-
néps of any district 1s while the 1 -
Isture does not. e

(.
Hon. Mr. Pugsley did not think that
the trustees of any town should be al-
lowed to borrow money on the author-
fty of the boarfl of education alone
without réference to the legislature.
Hon. Mr. Tweedie—Cortain towns
have that power already. Why should
notnabeplmdonmequaltwms.

.| authority of the board of education,

‘the U, N. B. Hon. Mr, Tweedie ex-
‘plained that the present law provides |

-the Restigouche.

The legtslature meets only once 8

year and that might cause great de-
lay in doing ‘the work required. BSt.
John has borrowed large sums on the

which :is the head of the school sys-
tem, and should exercise the control
over the issue of bonpde by trustees,

Mr. Robertson said that in St. John
the echool trustees had borrowed
largely and the people were generally
of the opinion that all the bonds is-
sued by the city should be in the name
of the corporation.

The bill was agreed to.

The house adjourned at 6.15,

FREDERICTON, N. B, April 8.—
The house met at 3 o’clock. .

Hon. Mr. Pugsley introduced a bill
to confirm the charter of the Grand
Falls Power®Co. = He said that on the
24th of March letters patent had been
issued authorizing the leasing of the
Grand Falls water power and giving
the authority to proceed with the work
of developing and expropriation of the
property, as some doubts might be
raised as to the power to expropriate
under letters patent, this bill has been
introduced to confirm the letters pat-
ent.

Mr. Hazen—Have you any informa-
tion with regard to the Grand Falls
Co. which has just been incorporated
by letters patent at Ottawa ?

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—Having seen the
notice of the incorporation of this com-
pany in the newspapers, I telegraphed
at once to Ottawa to obtain a copy of
the letters, part for the purpose of
ascertaining what powers had been
granted. We feel that there is no ques-
tion that the exclusive right of legis-
lation for provincial objects is vested
in the "rrislature. I have received a
copy « = o letters patent by telegraph
and 1 nud that the petitioner has ex-:
ercised considerable ingenuity for the
purpose of avoiding the provisions of
the B. N. A, act. The document con-
tains general powers, but no local hab-
itation is given for the exercise of these
powers. It has the power to erect pulp
mills, build factories and carry on a
mercantile business, but it does not
say where. It has the right to run
vessels on the St. John river, and this
is the first mention of any locality.
The head office of the company is to
be at Grand Falls. There is no power
of expropriation given. It will be our
duty to take some action either by
passing an act or to make known to
the authorities at Ottawa that we ob-
ject to them giving general powers for
work of a locas character.

Mr. Allen—Do the government at
Ottawa recognize our exclusive powers
to incorporate local companies ?

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—I don’t think they
dispute our rights, but they have been
in a habit of getting around it by stat-
ing the measure to be for the general
advantage of Canada, thereby usurp-
ing our jurisdiction.

Mr. Clair presented a petition ask-
ing for power to erect a foot bridge
across the St. John river at Clair.

Mr. King presented the petition of
the mayor and council of Sussex for
a bill to improve their water supply.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Pugsley the
time for introducing private bills was
extended to Thursday.

The house went into committee on
bills, and the following bills were
agreed to:

The bill relating to the Caraquet Ry.
Co.; tx: mend chapier 170 of the Con-
solidat?” Statutes; respecting rates
and taxes in the city and county of
St. John; to authorize the board of
school trustees of the town of St. An-
drews to issue debentures; relating to
the appointment of assessors of taxes
in the city of St, John; relating to the
town of Chatham; to amend the act
respecting the water supply and fire
protection for the village of St. Marys.

In amendment of the act respecting

for the admission of a certain number
cf free students. The senate found
that in some cases they were being im-
posed on, and that students got free
of tuition fees who were well able to
pay. This bill gives the senate of the
yniversity power to look into the mat-
ter and select such students as they
think deserving for gratuitous instruc-
tion.

The bill relating to the First Church
of Christian Scientist, St. John, The
bill to empower the ratepayers of Rex-
ton to assess themselves for lighting
purposes. The bill to amend the act
10 empower certain of the inhabitants
of the parish of Richibucto to assess
themselves for lighting purposes.

Mr. Martin presented the petition of
the Madawaska Log Driving Co. pray-
ing for the passing of a bill to amend
the act extending the powers of the
Madawaska Log Driving Co. of Maine
to the provincial waters of the River
St. John above Grand Falls. The peti-
tioners asked to have authority to take
drives of logs at Grand Rapids and ta
have the limits of their drive extend-
ed from the mouth of the Allagash Aiv-
er to Grand Rapids. ;

The house adjourned at six o’clock.

The corporations committee held a
special sesgion last evening to further
consider the Restigouche Coom Co.’s
bill. The committee consists of Mr.
King (chairman), Hon., Messrs. Twee-
die, Pugsley, Sweeney, Hill, Messrs.
Hartt, Barnes, Ryan, Clair, Scovil,
‘Whitehead, Lantalum, Clarke, Mc-.
Latchy, Hazen, Carpenter, Tweeddale,
Glazier, Smith, Osman, Morrison, Rob-
ertson, Burns, Ruddick, Leger and
Murray.

Owing to the large attendance of in-
terested speotators, the committee met
in the legislative chamber,

W. A. Mott stated@ that he appeared
on behalf of the Restigouche Boom Co.
and in opposition to the bill. He
thought it must impress the committee
as unique a bill to amend the Resti-
gouche Boom Co.’s charter dees not
emanate from the company and a me-
morial has been presented to the leg-
islature praying that the bill may not
be passed. He thought that the mat-
ters urged by Mr. McLatchy in pre-
senting the bill might well be aired at
the annual of other meetings of the
company and not engage the attention
of a legislative committee, 'The Res-
tigouche Boom Co. was incorporated in
1879, but did not begin actual opera-
tions until 1882. Previous to that every
qperator was rafting and booming, fer
himselt. About that time Wm. Rishs
erds acquired lumbering interests on
He organized the
boom company, associating with him-
gelf Messrs. Moffatt. Mowatt an§ For-
by. A free irivitation wag extended to
all aperators on the river to come-in,
but none others availed themsslies of
the opportumity, and Mr., Richards hed
to earry om the work largely at his
own empense. The ca; fodk of the
comipesy was 1,000 8, 300 shares
of which are held by the Rich~

‘She commiftéee

ards Company, all acquired at
par; and . 250 shares taken as
payment for money actually

expended upon the works of the Boom

 Company. At the time Mr. Richards

was paying par value for this stock it
was selling at only forty cents on the
dollar, Mr. Richards was very liberal
in his dealings with the company, al-
though the largest stockholder, and to
show this Mr. Mott gave the names of
the several boards of directors from
incorporation to the present. These
boards represented the lumber inter-
ests of the Restigouche. A large share
of the criticism against the Wm. Rich-
ards Company is because of a contract
entered with the Boom Company and
the Richards concern. 1Tn 1881, when
the question of booming first came be-
fore the directors, a contract for three
years was entered into with James
Robinson of Miramichi.© He lost &0
much money the first year that he
threw up the contract. In turn con-
tracts for booming were entered into
with several parties. Fach contractor
abandoned the work before the expiry
of their contracts. At last ‘'Wm. Rich-
ards took up the work at the urgent
request of his co-directors, carried out
the contract year by year, and finally
took the contract for a period of five
years, and with the approval of the
directors and the company. In Janu-
ary, 1903, at a meeting of the directors,
Kilgour Shives in the chair, it was re-
solved to let the contract for rafting
to the Wm, Richards Company for a
period of five years. The contract was
duly executed and signed by Kilgour
Shives, as president of the company.
Important changes in the lumbering
industry of he Restigouche have taken
place within the past few years. Kil-
gour Shives has become largely inter-
ested, and he was offered stock in the
Boom Company. Mr. Shives would
not take it, and Wm. Richards
had to take it - as payment
for the work he had already
done and expense he had already in-
curred on behalf of the company. In
the early years of the company the
dividends were paid out of the pockets
of Wm. Richards. The Moffatt inter-
esty disappeared and passed into the
h 8 of the Dalhousie Lumber Co.
They became interested in the affairs
of the boom company and H. Hilyard
was elected a director. In 1904 the first
complaint was heard against the Wm.
Richards Co. holding the contract,
when H. F. McLatchy attended the
annual meeting of the company and
entered a protest against it as being
ultry vires, and threatened an equity
suit. That action was commenced in
the equity court in May last and up to
the present time no further action has
been taken by those who instituted the
‘action. Now those parties come to this
legislature and attempt to take away
by force the benefits which accrue to
the Richards Co. as the result of their
energy and efforts for many years.

It is alleged that the Richards Co.
controls the stock of the boom com-
pany. As a matter of fact they own
300 shares. The other ehareholders
voted in their own interests, and the
directors were elected in the same man-
ner as directors of all other corpora-
tions in this province,

As regards the board of directors of
1903 and 1904 and the coup d’etat
which led up to the present board, Mr.
Mott stated that previous to the an-

nual meeting of 1904 @ifferences had.

arisen and it became evident that an
effort was being made to oust the Wm.
Richards Co. from their large inter-
ests in the boom company. The death
of Wm. Richards in 1903 was a great
loss to the boom company, and that
loss was expressed in a resolution of
the board. After the death of Mr.
Richards the stock owned by him pass-
ed to the control of his executors and
it was necessary for a meeting of the
directors to be held to pass upon trans-
fer of Win. Richards’ stoek to his exe-
cutors. Such a meeting was awoided
and the Richards Co. was jumped with
the annual meeting of 1904 with their
holdings of stocly practically unrepre-
sented. The Kilgour Shives interests
obtained control of that meeting by a
manipulation of stock. When the
Richards concern secured their rights
the did jake action as stated by Mr.
McLatchy. The present board of di-
rectors represents the active interest-
ed lumber interests of the Restigouche.
Coming to a discussion of the bill, Mr.
Mott took up the section which pro-
vides that provision shall be made for
representation upon the board of di-
rectors of all owners of lumber to be
driven down the river to the amount
of 5,000,000 feet (suggested by Mr. Mae-
Latchy to be 2,000,000.) Mr. Mott con-
tended that under such a provision the
minority a ‘faction might control the
interests of the boom company.

In all corporations the majority of
ﬁ;e stockholders rule. He appealed to
the committee to protect the vested
rights of the Richards Company ac-
quired by twenty-five years of energy
and expenditure of capital.

Referring to the settlement made by
the Boom Company with George Mof-
fatt of his claim, Mr. Mott stated that
claim arose out of riparian rights
which Mr. Moffatt had. He put in
claims year after year and was turn-
ed down by the board. Finally it

came to the point where Mr., Moffatt:

said; “Settle my claith .or go Into
court.”
$7,000 was settled for $2,700 rather than
g0 into court. The Shives-:directorate
during their temporary regime settled
in full a claim of one of its friends,
and at no time have they explained to
the company the detalls of that settle-
ment. A number of questions were
agsked by members of the committee,
some being answered by Mr, Mott and
others by Mr. Shealds, boom master.
The latter explained that the spruce
for the Shives concern 1s sluiced into
their booms; all other lumber is rafted.
As to the leks of 17,000 pieces between
the camp returns and the boom re-
turns, Mr. Mott doubted if there is any
:;::h loss, and all lumbermen know
Te i® a large corres
s g ponding loss on
Mr. Mott, in explaining the extent of
the boom Hmits, called attention to
what he considered a peculiar section
of the biM, wherein it is provided that
the bvem company shall take by ex-
propriation, certain lamds and privi-
leges further down stream and which
extension of limits, Mr. Mott claimed,
womil abut boom limits of the Kil-
gour Shives Co.
Mr. Buras.said that as a member of
woultl certainly vote
dxainsttaliing 3.,, or interfering with
the vested Mghts of the Richards Com-
papy. He was in favor, however, of
a weduetion in the dolls, whioh he
thought bowe rather too hea®ily upon
the ‘lumber opemators.
J. H. Bagry addressed the commit-
tee, reviewing the groun@ covered by

His claim of upwards ' of

Mr, MclLatchy in a previous address
and emphasizing some of the points.
Speaking of vested rights, Mr. Barry
contended that it was nothing new for
ldgislatures in this and other Canadian
provinces and in the United States to
interfere with corporations which are
operating inimically to the interests of
the people. Mr. Barry clalmed that a
very great proportien of the lumber
coming down the Restigouche is lost
each year to the owners through the
negligence of the Wm. Richards Co.
The Dalhousie I.umber Co. in 1903 lost
17,000 pieces; A. B. Alexander, 1,000
pleces; Mr. Miller, 600 pieces; Kilgour

Shives Co., 5,000 pieces, or 17,000 pieces
in four years. The lumber operators
claim that a great proportion of this
loss is due to the negligence of the
Jessee, the Wm, Richards Co.

Considerable discussion took place
regarding the relative cost of rafting
on the St. John; the Miramichi, and
the Restigouche, and the tolls paid in
each instance. Mr. Barry stated that
in 1904 out of 64,000,000 feet of lumber
driven on the Restigouche, 62,500 feet
were returned as unmarked, In the
Fredericton boom, out ‘of 134,000,000
rafted in 1904, 1,700,000 were returned
as unmarked.

Mr. Flemming and Mr. Smith stated
that on the St. John a great number
of bank logs unmarked go adrift. The
inference he drew from this was that
a great quantity of unmarked logs are
not accounted for at all by the Resti-
gouche Boom Co. The Wm. Richards
Co. is exploiting these operations for
their own profit. He said that in the
past 25 years the Restigouche Boom Co.
has paid 324 per cent in dividends.
During the life of the late William
Richards none of 'the grievances arose,
but within twelve months after his
death a board of directors which fair-
fly represented the lumber lnte::ests of
the river was turned out, and a board
controlled by the Richards Co. Wwas
put in its place. Mr. Barry went over
the bill section by section, explaining
its several clauses.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie said: The ques-
tion before the committee is, shall this
bill be recommended to the faverable
congideration of the house? He did not
attach much importance to the state-
ment of great losses of logs as between
the camp. surveys and the boom sur-
veys. There are always such lesses,
but he believed no such losses occur
on the Restigouche as is stated. The
franchise of the Restigouche Boom Co.
was granted years ago, and all the
expense and responsibility of develop-
ing and operating the company Wwas
borne by Wiliam Richards, and these
other operators would not come in and
lend a hand nor share the expense and
responsibility. Now, when the Rich-
ards interests have made a success of
the business, the other fellows ask this
legislature to compel the Richards
people to let them in and share the
benefits.

Mr. Barry argued that the atftor..c.
general has given it as his opinion that
it is within the right of the governor
in council to regulate and approve of
the by-laws of the company. He
(T'weedie) would say that.Hon., Mr.
Pugsley would not give such an opin-
ion in his official capacity as attorney
general.

It being 11 o’clock, the committee ad-
journed to eight o’clock Tuesday even-
ing. - x
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FREDERICTON, April 3.—His Wor-
ship Mayor White and Ald. Macrae
and Recorder S8kinner of St. John ap-
peared before the committee on muni-
cipalities of the legislature this even-
ing and were heard in support of bills
promoted by their city.

The proposed amendment to the as-
sessment act was taken up section by
section. The mayor said that the law
as now constituted was most unsat-
isfactory to the city, and the Council,
in order to remedy the existing evil,
had appointed a commission, consist-
ing of Mr. Stavert, Mr. Estabrooks and
Mr. McRobbie, to take evidence and
frame a new law. The amendment
asked for was to give this commission
certain powers to act. The third sec-
tion of the oproposed amendment
brought forth a spirited discussion.
This section gives power to the com-
missioners to call upen the citizens to
file a schedule, which is set out in the
bill, stating the‘real property owned,
the rents, the names of landlord and
tenants and other matters, the object
being to ascertain the real estate of
any individusl. In default of filing a
schedule, the commission is to have
power to exact a penalty of forty dol-
lars. 4

Dr. Pugsley and Mr. Hazen strongly
objeoted to this part of the bill as it
stood, and held that there was no rea-
son why the owners of real estate
shculd be compelled to divulge their
property while the personal estate
owners were not, and if it were made
to apply to one it should also be made
to apply to the other.

Mr. Robertson supported the section
as it stood and @id not think it would
be in the best business interest to com-
pel persons to tell their petrsonal pro-
perty.

Mr. Hazen contended that the law
the commission would be supposed to
frame would deal fairly by all parties,
and this would not be the case if real
estate owners only were compelled to
file schedules. Of course, he said, if it
49 the intention to make real property
pay all the tax, he could see a reason
for hawving the section made the way
it is, but if that is the case the com-
mittee ought to know it, and they
would make short work of the amend-
ment. g

Both Mr. Hazen and Dr. Pugsley
thought that legislation should not be
granted that did not deal fairly with
all. They asked the mayor if the city
would not accept the insertion of per-
sonal property along with real in the
section. The mayor in replying said
that he could not take it upon himself
to accept this change, without refer-
ring it to the Couneil. He felt sure in
saying, however, that the commission-
ers would not act if such addition was
made, and they had informed him as
much. All the Council asked was that
the commiss have the power that
the Council it#81f now had, and he
could see nothing wrong in adking
this. After some further diseussion the
bill was deferrgd until 'Wednesday for
further conetderation, and in the
rheantime the mayor and Ald. Maerae
will consult the Ceuncil.

The bill to amend the St. John clvic
election law brought forth eome.spir-
ited remarks. This amendment provid-
ed for the helding of the election for
mayor and aldermen of St. John every

now the case. All tHe committee were

unanimous #n favor of the change, the
difference ‘of opitilon being as“to-hew

two years instead of every year, as is |

the change should be brought about.

The mayor in supporting the legisla-
tion asked, said he wanted it clearly
understood that he did not do so from
any personal interest. as might now be
said. He had always been of this opin-
jon and had espoused it in his inau-
gural address last year, when he had
not the least intention of being a can-
didate for mayor again, Circumstances
had so happened that he was again
going to be a candidate, but that had
not in the least influenced him in pro-
moting this change, as he said before
he always was of that mind: The
mayor spoke at some length, showing
the benefits to be derived from having
elections biennially, and said that he
bhad talked the matter over with many
citizens and he had only met one man
opposed to it.

Dr. Pugsley moved as an amend-
ment that the bill be passed, but not
to be proclaimed law by the governor
in council until the new c¢ity council
to be elected on April 18th by a two-
thirds vote sanctioned the change, This
the attorney general contended gave
the citizens an opportunity to express
their opinion.

Mr. Lantalum was opposed to the
change and wished to move a further
amendment that a plebiscite be taken
on the question at the coming civie
election.

Premier Tweedie
Pugsley’s amendment. Mr, Hazen, Mr.
Robertson, Mr. Maxwell, Mr. Purdy
and Mr, Lowell favored the bill as it
stood.

Mayor White said that he could not
see any objection to Dr. Pugsley’s am-
endment, as the result would be the
same. He hadn’t any doubt that the
act would be favored by the new coun-
cil. ' The mayor contended very strong-
ly against having a plebiscite, and he
pointed out how unsatisfactory such a
method was at arriving at public opin-
ions.

Mr. Lantalum not having his amend-
ment ready, the committee adjourned
the further consideration of the bill un-
til Wednesday, ;

The bill to amend the act relating te
water supply and fire protection of St
Marys was recommended, as was also
the bill relating to the town of Chat-
ham. The latter enables the town to
loan $20,000 to a shoe factory.

The bill relating to thé assessor of
taxes in St. John was recommended.

FREDERICTON, N. B, April 4.—
The house met at three o’clock.

At the instance of Mr. Ryan, the
PMoncton bill was referred back to the
committee of the whole house. He con-
tended that it should not pass, as there
was only a majority of one for it in

supported Dr.

| the council, and the mayor of Moncton

was opposed to it.

The speaker thought the bill should
pass, as there was a petition in favor
of it from leading citizens of Moncton,
and also as to one of its provisions
from the board of trade. A vote be-
ing taken on the bill, it was agreed to.
Reported to the spedker and read a
third time and passed. 2

Mr. Robertson presented the petition
of the Inglewood Paper and Pulp Co.
in favor of their Bl

Mr. McLatchy presented the petlt—l_a;:
of the town of Campbellton in favor of
their bill. )

Hon, Mr. Tweedie gave notice that he
would refer the Maine and New Bruns-
wick Light and Power Co.’s bill to the
committee on corporatf® to w
for the purpose of settling some ques-
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over their dam.

Mr. Clarke gave notice of motion for
Friday with reference to the desirabily
ity of the Dominion government taking
over the New Brunswick Southern rail-
way.

Mr, King introduced a bill to impreve
the water supply of Sussex.

Mr. Robertson introduced bills to re-
move doubts as to the extent of St.
John harbor and to empower the city
of St. John to establish telephone lines.

The house went into committee . on
bills, Mr. Ryan in the chair.

On the bill to incorporate the East
Forenceville Water Co.,” Mr. Smith
said : The power to expropriate water
privileges for domestic and fire pur-
poses is generally incorporated in such
legislation and that is why it /original-
1y appeared in this bill, and not because
the company premoting this legisia-
tion were at all desirous of taking ad-
vantage of that clause, as there are no

could to my mind be successfully used
to supply water for domestic and fire
purposes in the village of East Flor-
enceville, which is the obfect of the
bill.

A petition was.sent here asking that

ed and as soon as the bill came before
the committee on corporations, which
was the first epportunity, I asked that
the section be'struck out.

The only real object of the bill, o
far as the company is’'concerned, is
to enable them to acquire a water sys-
tem that was installed by myself some
few years ago, and also to enable the
company to exercise control and repair
and extend the -system. if necessary.
Hon. members canfwell see the neces-
sity of the company having tHe power
to control at all times the supply of
water to the:tendnts, and they will as
readily obsemve the nécessity of giving
power to the com y to,repair. Hav-
ing crossed private lands by nothing
more than vérbal donsent, a conflict of
opinion mightiaride when the company
found it nensas.ty to enter upon such
lands in order to repair this system.
This company only has the right
extend .along /thé highway, in whi¢h
case it would be necessary to obtain
permission from the superintendent of
highways.

Another feature which has met with
disfavor is that part of the expropria-
tion clause which says in the parish
of Peel and adjoining parishes. As I
understand it, some have endeavored
to make it appear that this weuld al-

go anywhere in the parish of Peel or
those parishes bor@ering on it, and
expropriate eprings, wells and other
water privileges now leld by citizens,
and compel them to take water from
the company, which is' an entirely er-
roneous impresBion, as the object of'
the Bill is simply and solely 'to supply
water to the vilage of East Florence-
ville, and under no legisiation asked for
would the company have the power to
do mors.

Mr. Clarke stated that he inserted’

lar bills. Mr. Smith drew his atten-
tion to the clause a.nd\‘a.sked that it be
limited or struck out. This had been
done when the bill'was before the com-
mittee on coyporations. The hbill was
agreed to. :

The bill to.incorporate the Carleton
Masonic Hall Co. was also agreed to.

The house went into committee on the
factory bill,: Mr. Allen in the chair.
Mr. Clarke suggested that the num-
ber of employes required to constitute
a factory might be increased from six
to a higher number. i

On the -section limiting the number
of hours that a woman could work In
a factory in case of emergency Mr.
Grimmer read a letter from _Ganong
Bros., representing that there were
times just Before Christmas when in-
experienced handtls had to work long
heurs.
allowing on an emergeny
the permission of the imspector, tHir-
teen and a half hours a day or 81
hours aiWeek. These hours are to'be
allowed during not more than 36 days
in a year.

Mr. Leger said that these hours would
interfere with the lobster fectories,
where work had to be @ione under pres-
sure and when the fish arvived.

Hen, Mr. Pugsley sail that perhaps
an exception might be made in favor
of lobster factories.

Mr. Clarke thought that fish canning
factories should’also be excepted.

Mr. Young thought tfiat an exception
should be made in favor of fruit can-
ning faetories. ¢ i

On the seotion requiring the doers of
all factories to open eutward. Hon.
Mr. HHll read a lefter from Lewis
Haley, whose factory employs 66 men
at St. Stephen, asking that a change
be made. Some of the large doors in
his faoctery out of which goods were
taken were siding doors and it would
be Mconvenlent to pnige them,

Mr. Maxwell (hou'x this provision
ought not to @fply to doors for the re-
cepttpn of goels, But only to doors us-
ed by the eg for entering or
leasing the b ing.

Hon. Mr. Pupdidy amended the seo-
tion 80.a8 te’ A3 to doors
and to execept A4S for the reception
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eleven hours a day.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley said that thein
working hours were liited to sixtw
hours, a.weels, - whichi'gave them a halg
holiday on' Saturday if they worv:d
eleven hours on other days, That was
the law in Quebec, ahd as we had to
compete with the Quebec mills, it wouia
be unfair to put our mills at a dis
vantage with them, ’

Mr. Grimmer said the attorney gen-
eral had hit the nail on the head; thae
present eleven hours system and Sat-
urday half holiday was an arrange-
ment made between the employes and
their employers.

_When the speaker had taken the
chair, Mr. Young gave notice of a mo~
tion that the Caraquet and Gulf Shore
railway should be taken by the Dontin-
ion government as part of the Interco-
donial.

Mr. McLatehy read a letter from F.
E. Blackhall in subsfantiation of the
statement that the plan to oust the old
boalzd of d $or® and replace them by
. nominees of e Richards Company was
; on foot pigdous te the death of tha
{ late Wm. i Mlchards, and has his ap-
proval. r. Melatehy urged that the
! applicants for this bill must certainly
i have a grievance or they would not be
here at the presen} time and under
considerable personal expense, and in
addition to that they know that ultim-
1 ately they will have to pay for oppos-
ing the bill, 100, as the expenses of this
opposition. will be charged to the Res-
tigouche Boomx Company, /

Mr. Moit stated in comnection with
the alleged great loss of logs upon the
Restigouche that similar losses take
place upon other rivers. In the South-
west Miramichi Boom the Wm. Rich-
ards Co. lost, in 1962, 7,901 picces; in
1903, . 7,140 pleces; in 1904, 5,963 pieces.
Another fact worthy of the considera-
"tion of the committee 18 the expense of
Jacob Haz:iton, formerly’a large oper-
ator on the Restigouche, but who re-
tired a few years ago. Mr. Hazelton
states that in two successive years
after he ceased operatioms on the Res-
tigou¢he his logs continued to come
‘l‘gi;the boom, and both years he re-

d=

d cheks from the Richards Com-
yfor sueh lumber. Anether opers-
tor, Mr. Montgomery, claimed that
11,000 pieces of his lumber were not ac-
counted for by the boom oompany and
he started an investigation and found
over half the lumber stranded on the
uplands along the riwver.

_The corporations committee met in
the legislative chamber on Tuesday
evening to further:consider the Resti-
gouche Boom Company’s bill. Resum-
{ng his address of she previeus even-
ing, Hon. Mr. Tweedde said he thought
that while it was within the right of
the legislature to take away .the char-
ter of a company which had been in-
oerporated by the legislature, yet the
present proceedings were not the usual
method.” The applicants come here
and make .certain statements which
are unsupported' by evidence and which
are denied 'by the other parties inter-
Lested. The _practice in England is to
have an investigation by a royal com-
mission, and.if the company is violat-

}

the expropriation clause in this bilM.ing the terms of the charter, then the
‘because this elause was usual in simi-’

legislature which granted tHe charter
smight be appealed to to take away that
charter. Another phase of this matter
is that the parties who claim to have
a grievance have taken their case into
the equity court, and now before the
case is settled in the court the plain-
tiffs come and ask this house for this
legislation. He was ‘opposed to pass-
ing the bill in its present form, and he
might add that should the bill pass
the house it might be his duty as
leader of the government and of the
house to advise the lizutenant gover-
nor to withhold his assent te the act.
Not every bill which passes the housa
is assented to by the governor.

Mr. McLatchy expresseéd surprise at
what seemed to him the threat of the
premier that should the ! ouse pass tht

allow it. Such a threat carried no
weight with him. Hon. Mr. Tweedie
stands on the floors of the house. in
this matter as a pald counsel. He has
been retained by the opponents of this
legislation, and as such counsel! his
opinion is worth only as much as any
) other counsel. Mr. McLatchy claimed
i that the passage of this bill would not
{ be taking away the charter of the.
l company. The bill was carefully gone
, over section by section by the attor-
' ngy general; the chief law officar of
: the government, and in his opinion the
| bill was ceonstitutional.
i Mr. Osman—I would like to ask Mr.
Shives if he considers his business in-
terests safe in the hands of the present
board of directors of the Beom Com-

pany.

! Mr. Shives—No, I do not.

! Mr. 8mith—Do the operators have
the privilege of putting their own men
on the boom to wateh operations?

Mr. Mott—They do, and the Dalhou-
sie Lumber Company keep one or two
of their men there the whole season,
and other operaters do.the smme.

|
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