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only be administered by an

dnts Brown Ldshes ¥ -

h lcindly tell me 4f  the. eyslasly
give (Chinese) will in any way
h, and K aleo. could yod
effective stain for brows
harmless—that would be beown
wlack ? X
dr {s 8 light brown, with somes
lights In it. Could you  tell me
that would make it naturally (I
t any ‘dyve or anything that could
i ..that could.ingrease, the
perhaps “a 'Nittle darker,
7. Z., W.
nege eyelash stdain will'not- in
injure the lasheés. :You can
rown stain by steeping walnut
plcohol. Care. should be taken
t the minutest portion in the
Inna is a vegetable stain whick
ace 2, reddish or auburn tini

T,

: ¥,
. E 1 |

ow to Get Slim
ead your, advice to other -psopls,
ht I wos - ask you to advise me,
t could I do to get slim? T dont
use . any remedies, but -I -4hought
p suggest something. - I @m not
but very fat. My hips. are.too
ink., and what could do for @
tach? My stomach fs very' high,
BL‘TTERFLﬁ :
or the Reduction of Flesh:

all starchy - and sweetened food,

jis, vegetables containing sugam o

ch ag peas, beans, corn, potatoes,

e your bread toasted; sprinkle it

instead of outter. Milk, I regret

it be pure and good, is fattening.

miik may be drank, Hot water {5

lent substitute for other liquids.

tle of the juice of limes or lemons

vou choose. Limft your sleeping

seven at the outside. No -naps,
Bt take exercisa.

cannot wealk at least five miles a

not wheel, go to one of the

h mechanical , massage i3

ra]l of mv correspondents re~

t results from thts Thethoy Of

rous exercise “they sequire,

thorou v wholesorné and

one

ugh your iungs. X

more  oxygen and consequent

f fat by the one-healthful methl
ty. al

h and sugar you eat, Jis

urn away.

ubled With Dandruff, .«

glve the recipe for dandruff thst
says has go benéfited hecr. }t;l’xﬂ

o Remove Dandruff.

of cantharides; 1 Bufide; liquid
; 8lycerin, 34 ‘ounce;

s!x ounfes Of rose-

alp thoroughly with this

n uatil no further evidence W
is noticed. 1t

wn Spots on Hands:?i

u kindly téll me a recipe for reé-

rown spots from the backsodf the
B. AP

lemon and glycerin lotion A1

Iso often published in this ?é%

w, Oily Complexion
d so meny remedies for blacke
have triod some, but they did mf
> me much gcod, .I.herehy .W‘i‘
asgo: Tao blaekhilds I baxg

ones,

and

- i
of large and smal tbat

they turn into 8O-
e. Now, if yow
publish a good remedy 'In %e—“

¢ complexion Is pale: #nd sle
olly. . %
r vour complexion and banisi
s and pimples, go. in for e
ing. Eat pléaty of wholeso]q;(l
b fresh fruits and Vesetab ol
ht glasses of water eyery df3
menls: talke a full bain dal Y?‘:
y exercise; abstain from m
highly seasonéd, ‘greasy in
fotion for blackheads giver M
to -“'Pearl,” and every nléhv
tiring wash ycur face withYa'O&
wator, and rinse thoroughiy«®

kin Peeling Off ¢

kindly inform me of’ & rcm?)
cin?. It is c‘)nau‘s;l‘y o l:lsl ol
Fave irind sevefal remedies. 5 s
failed to help it. 0. O.

for a while;
his, put a pinch of borax i
goften it,

0o+ 1
irty, My s

wa? gsooxorn;lqﬂ!- an% KO
enlerged pores. : ‘pars
uealrs treatment produces fm
resualts. range-flower (t:n
i frequently {n this deparl! g
nt for magsaging and cleans?

o @
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Holpes, laughing.,

£ TIMES, VICTORIA. -

P -

\lled upomi‘thy iriend Sher-
uponithe second aaorning
tmas ~ with thes:idtention

> -him the.éicompliments
WHe wadifounging upon

. in a purplétaressing-gown,
2ck within hi¥#feach upon the
. a plle of crumpled siorning

“thrée years; although he has
now: fallen - upon -evil days. He 'had
foresight,sbut bas less now than for-
merlwmﬂng ig-a. moral retrogres-
sion .Whichy” when taken with .the de-
cline of His foftunes; seems to indi-
cate some-"evil.influence,® probably
drink, at ' weérk. upon him, his may

evidently newly i ‘m%.&ccount also for the<ebvious fact that
co o1 8

Beside the 3
air, and on thd@ﬂ’@f-}. ¢
; a very seedy . disreput-
felt hat, much®"the. Werse-
- and cracked in several places.
d a forceps lyihg ol “the
chair. suggested :
» suspefided’ in thie man-
e purpase af exsmination.
engaged,”-satd I, “perhaps
upt yout”
. all.. I am’ giad to. have a
whom I can disciss my.
& The -matfer: ‘is 8’ perfectly
| one” (He jerked his thumb in

wild

of tha old ‘hat), “butf

ts in éonnection ‘with. it

re not enth'ely. devoid of’ in-
and even of “instrugtion.” ¢
] myself in his arm-chair and
{ iy hands before his crackling

o sharp frost ‘had:iset in -a

v3 were thick “with.3be-icg
“I suppose,” I .remarked,

sy as it looks, “this: thel
deadly = story: linked : oh
1t it is the clige: which ‘will:
o1 in thersplution.of some mys=
the - punishment “of some

no.  No crime;”. satd Sherlock
“‘Only one Ot those

whiaical lttle incidents which will
pappen when you have four milllon

aman

cings  all - josthng each other
space of a few ‘miles, Amid
and reaction of so dense a
humanity ‘every possible
n of events may be expect-
xe place; and many a little

m wilk-be presented which may.

to

g and - bizarre without being

We ‘have alréady pan-»;e?—

ce Of EEERL
uch ®o,” I remarked, “that of
six caBes which Ibhave add-
my notes-three Have been-entire-
of an(;’s iegal trime v ‘Q‘*’.&?
isely. You .allude to my at-

't to recover- the Tréne Adlerpa-
to the-singlar case of Miss Mary

Yes

e
STt
Jongs.
It
No
0

"

1d and to the adventure of the
h the twisted Mp. Well, I
doubt that this small matter
into the same imoecent cate-
You know Peterson, the com-

is to him’ tHat ‘thig. trophy be-
is his hat?”

., no; he found it. ' 'Its owner is
wn. 1 beg that you will look
it not as a battered . billy-cock,

u
but as an intellectual prbblem. And

first,
pved
pany

f-have no doubt, roas

ment
lacts

as to how it came: here. . It ar-
upon Christmas morning, in com-
with a good fat ‘gogse, which is,
at this mo-
in front of Petersoa's fire. . The
are these. Abouf 'foyr' @'glock

o Christmas morning,  FPetérsoll . who,
gs you know, is a very-honest fellow,
was treturning from somie ‘small¢jelli-

lication and was
pomeward down

ipoad.

making.  his way
Tottemhamr Court
In front of him:he saw; in the

‘gaslight, & tallish wan; #walking!with
g slight stagger and cdrgying & white

goose

slung over “His “8holilder. " As

be reached the@ corher of Guondge street
g row broke out between this stranger

and a little knot of roughs.

on wh
himse

One of

r knocked off the man’s hat,
hich he raised his stick to defend
If, and swiriging< it “over ‘his head

gmashed the shop. window Behind him.

Peferson had Tus

:formard to: pro-

tect the stranger from ~his gesaflants;

Put th

he wi

g man in

ward
his he
finth
the ba

e man, shotked at ‘having broken
ndow and seelng an nifielal-look-
uniform rushing to-
him, dropped’ his goofe, took to
els and varished.amid the daby-
of small. streets: which 'l{é: at
ck of Tottenham Court road, The

roughs had also fled &t ihe appearance

of Peterson, 80 ~thatche

t was ileff in
fon of tHe”¥ield of” bifilé and

%o of the, mpails, of “widtory . in’ithe

wnim
“Wh

gwner
"My

f this battered hat-and a most
achable Christmig gopse™ =

ich surely. he. restored, -to.their
dear fellow, there’liés the prob-
It is. true. that fof . ‘Mrs. Heénry
was printed:upon a:ismal -eard

Which was ‘tie@ 7to “thHe “bird's Teff leg,
ibz{d it is alsg. frue that. .theé. fiiflals
M B

are legible upon-the lining of
; but as there’ 'are“®omé’thou-

of Bakers and’ Some hundreds of
Bakers in. this gitys of ours it
easy to restors Iost property to
e of They A e i

at, then, did. Peterson do?”
brought reund .both. hat and

e 10 me on Christmas morning,

We r
there
alight
should

Jou
telt?”

“Here 1s. my |
Methods, Py

1g that eved the smallest. prob-
re of interest to me. The geose
tained untik-this $norfiing, when
were signs. that, in spite.of the
frost, it would be.well:that it
be eaten ~without “Unnhefessary

its finder has carried. it off,
re to fulfil the- ultimate -des-
f the goose, while: It continue to

1e hat ¢f the unknown gen-

"‘?.E“ who losg fils Christmas dinner.”

e not advertise?” ..
- sy 8 o

what clue could you ‘have
s identity 7 it
as we can deduce.’

u areg foking. Whﬁt can

gather from . this, old .battered

- Fou 'know <my
What can ‘you gather yéur-

i a5 to the indfviduality of the man
¥ho hay worn thig article?’ :

1 took “the ‘tattered "oBject’ in'’ my
bands and .turned -it- aver ‘rather: rue-

bl
-

PR
{-the

It was a very ordinary black
thes usual round’ shape, Rard,
uch . wWorse.for - “we&rs  Tha
had’ Been: of red #HKk: but was:
deal Aidctlored. *' There was no
a name; buf.as Hoimeés had re-
1 the jajtidls - “H. ;. B2 .. were

ed upon -ong: side, 4t was blerced|

brine fer a hatssecurer; but:>the

stic wag missing.s>“Forithe" rést] it.

acked,; -~ exceedingly” ‘and
1 in’ Beveéral” pldgé!f}q:}!t’fxomgh
scemed to, have hesp some at-
to “hide rthe>‘disetidfed patches
aring - them:: with: dnky 74

in see mething” saf@,fanding

< tof Yy Rrjeffl: Foll v o e

the congraky, wq(’a’é‘n.«you can
rything;. . .Y out fall; however, to
o what yoursem:: Yow .are

Umia m arewiag Four inferenc-
vl il ¥ (3

¥ yiEw
n, pray; tefl 4riéSplat (/4 that
infer fromr 1hf§-ﬁ'at‘.$"’£@
Icked it up and gazed at it in
ulfar 7 {HtréWp8étive: fashlon
vas charaeteristie of himiy ‘It

1ps ‘Jess sﬂé@égﬂvg‘ji‘.‘t?ﬂ it
ave been,” hé.remdrkedss''and

“re are 4 fewt imierernces Wehich

distinct. ani’# pew ' Gflers
“Present af least a strong:bal-
f probability. ,'I;f:at‘ the. man
ghl intellectual-is, of -course,
n.the. face /of it~ ‘and slso
was fairly well-to-d6:*wifhin

ifis wife had ceaséd to love him.”

o “‘My dear Holmes!"”

_:""“He has, however, retained some de-
gree of @elf-respect,” he continued, dis-
regarding my remonstrance. “He is
a2 man who leads a sedentary life; goes.|
out little, is out of training entirely,
is middleaged, has grizzled hair which
he has had cut within the last few days
and whkich he anoints with lime cream.
These are the more patent facts which
are to'be deduced from his hat. Also,
by the way, that it is extremely im-
probable, that he has gas laid on in
hI'S' house.” S
3 “You are certainly jéking, Holmes.”
. “Not in the least. Is it possible that
6¥en now, when I %dve you these re-
8ults, you are unable ‘to see how they
are attained?” - :

:“I have no doubt that I am very
:Btupid, but I must cenfess that I am
unable: 1o follow .you: " -For example, |

"FoF ‘answep: Holmes ‘clapped the hat
8pon “his head.. . It.¢ame right over
the - forehead and -settled upon the
'bx‘idge of his nose.. “It.is a question
:,tnﬁu_bfcl cquci%z," said “he; g man
7ith 89 la a brain must” -
thing %o llt?" 1 p t‘have some
- The decline of hig foftunes, then?”
This hat A8, three years ‘old: Ihese
flat brims curled at - the' edge  came
in then.. It is a-hat of fhe very best
quality. - Look at the band of ribbed
glik and the excellent Hning. If this
man eould #fford to. buy so expensive

& -haf’ three years ago,-and’ bas had
fio- hatesince, then B’he hag: -assuredly
‘gone. down in' the world.” - ‘4 r. .
‘Well, ‘that:is.clear enough, certain-
» «;But how about the foresight ang
the * oral retrograssion 7’ L7 .
i;:'hn:;lockggﬁoltx})es ilaughed. - “Heare
: 3 “Toresight,” satd he, ‘putting hi
Bee pine e e S
the hat securer. ‘“They are never sold
uponvh‘ats. If this man ordered one,
it is1® sign of a certain amount of
foresight, since- he went out:- of his
Way to take this precaution against
+{he wind. But since we see that he
has broken the elastic, and has not
troubled to replace it, it is obvious

s

formerly, ‘which ' i&  a® distinet. proof
of % weakening nature. On’the other
hand, he has endeavored to conceal
some of these stains upon the felt by
daybing - thein with ink, which is a
sign that he_ has not entirely lost his
self-respect.”’

bl“Xour reasoning 1s certainly plausi-

e,

. “The further points, that he is mid-
dle-aged, that his hair is grizzled, that
it .has been recently cut, and that he
uses lime. oreAm, are all to be gathered
from a eloss examination of the lower
part of the'lining. ‘The lens. disclos-
¢8.a large niumber of hair-ends, clean
cut by'the #cissors of the barber. They
8ll appear "to. be adhesive, and there
is a: gumt -oder -of lime cream. This
fdnat'.l 7 yone o wilobserve,; ' 15 not ‘he
gritty,. frq,y dust of the street, . but
the . fluffy -brown dust: of 'the house,
Bhowing that it has been hung up in-
doors. most of .the time; while the
marks of moisture upon thie inside are
proot ,posttive  that the ‘svearer pers-

ired ve?‘treely. and 'could, there-
lg:e:, hardly be in :the best of train-

“But his wife—you said that she had
ce'ased,tq lgve him,”

‘This Hat has not-been brushed for
weeks. When I see you, my dear
Watson, with a week’s accumulation
of dust upen your hat, and when your
wife allows:you to go out in ‘such a
state, I shall fepr that you also have
been unfortunatie enough to lose your
wife's affectipn.” et

,,:fBut_ he:might be a bachelor.”
«Nay;.-he -was .bringing . home the
£00se. 88 a. peace-offering to his wife,
g:rfl,ember the card upon the bird's

“You have:an answer to everything.
But how on earth do you deduce that
(b“e 848 is_not laid on in his house?”

1 tallow. stain, .or even  two,
might;: come. by chance. but when I
&¢e no less than five, I think that there
cen. be littls doubt that the individual
must be brought-into frequent con-
tact' -with burning tgllow—walks up-
stalrs af night probably with. his hat
in one hand and a guttering .candle
fn. the-other. Anvhow, he nevéer got
Aallow-staing from a .gus jet. .. Are

you satisfied ?” .

“Well, it is very ingenious,” said I,
laughing, .“but since, as you .said-just
now, .there has been no crime com-
mitted, and: no harm -done, savs. the
loss of a goose, all this seems to be
ra}hex; a, waste.of energy.

Sherdotk Helimes had opened his
mouth ‘to reply when -the ‘door:flew
open;” and Peterson, the ,commission-
aire, rushed into -the apartment with
flushed cheeks, and the face of & man
yrI‘m'o is’ dazed ‘with astonishment.

:'The gaose; Mr, Holmes; The goose,
slr‘g“ ‘he ‘gasped. L 9
Fopny “What  of 'it, thefi?  Has it
feturned - ~to - life-- and - flapped ' off
through the kitchen window?”’ Holmes
twisted himself round upon the sofa
to get a fairer view of the man’'s excit-
ed face.

“Spe hers, sirl See what my wife
found in, its crop!”- He 'held out his
hand+and displayed upon the centre
of the palm a brilliantly scintlilating
biue stone, rather smaller than a-bean
In ‘size, “but.of such purity and radi-
ance that it twinkled like an electric
point in"the dark heollow of his hand.

Shérlock Holmes'sat up with a whis-
tle. - “By Jove, Peterson!’' said he,
“This ;itrea‘sure trove, indeed,. 'I sup-
poee, you know iwhat youy hage got?”

“A diamond, sir? A precious stone.
Ipt tctx;’u into glass as though: it “were,

u = 85 (oY * ‘

“If'8 more than '@ precidus stons: It
Is the precigus stone.” 7. ¢

‘Not the Countess jof Morear's . blue
carbuncle,” I, ejaculated, ;; 7.0
. Brecisely so.- .I-ought tosknow:its
slze and shape; seeing that 1 have read
.n‘ho advertisement : ‘&
Times every day lately: “It'is abso-
lutely tnique, and its value can only
be conjectured, ‘but the reward offer-
ed of. £1,000 {8 certdinly notWwithin a
}y!‘enﬁeth part of the market price.”
77A “thousand “pounds! - Greéf . Lord
ot . mercyl” '‘Tha' .cemmissionaire
plumped down into: & ‘chafy, ‘and ‘star-
8d from one to the other of uk ,

;2. ARat 18 the Yeward; and i, have
reason to. know that -there .are’ sdnti-
fental Lonsiderations’ fh -the ;back-
‘gFound which woyld induce. tha: Count-
9# to. part with haif -her  fortune if
she Could but retovér the gem.”
5+ “RFt was lost, 'if. I reyémber ‘aright,
‘wt "the ' Hotsl Cosmopolftan,” I “re-
miarked, e A B0
./ Precigely 80, on. Dec..22, Just, five
days, aga.. - John Horner,. 4: plumber,
was. acoused of having -abstrapted: it

pfrem the lady’'sjewel case.' The' eyid-
fente agdinst hith was mo ﬁtrdntg'
‘the

thé ‘dabe Has' been referréd té " As-

how did you deduce 't thi t
| was, Mlize’tuadfi"f _c:a‘ hat is man

that he has less foresight now than |

‘proa.ch of Peterso

tU It 4 the b

——
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8lzes. I have somé account of the |
matter here, I believe.” He rummag-!
ed .amid his newspapers, glancing over
the dates, until at last he smpothed,
one out, doubled it over, &nd read: the
tollowing paragraph: -

‘‘Hotel Cosmopolitan Jewel Rob-
bery. John Horner, twenty-six,
plumber, was. brought up upon the
charge” of having upon. the fwenty-
second -inst., abstracted from the. jew-
el cage of the Countess of Morcar the
valuable' gem known 4§ the blug cav-
buricle. "“Jates Ryder, upper aftend-
ant at the hotel, gave his evidence to
the effect that he had shown . Horr
ner up to the dressing-room of the
Countess of Morcar upon the day of
the robbery, in order that-hes might
solder the second bar of t..e grate,
which was ‘loose. He had remain§
with Horner some little’ time, .but had
finally been called away. - On Te-
turning he found that Horner had dis-
appeared, that the bureau had' been
foreed open ,and that the small moroc-
co casket in. which, as. it afterwards
transpired the Countess was accustoms-
ed to keep her:jewels, was lyldg émpty
upon the: dressing-table.
stantly gave the:.alarm,. and. Horner
was arrested the ‘samé evening, but
the stonescduld pot be folind eithér uo-
‘on’ his/ person- o “in. hiy rooms.; Cath-
erine ' Cusack, maid - to. the ‘Countess,

of 'dismay on discovering the’ robbery,
and to having rushed*into the roomn,
wheré she found matters-ag described
by the 1ast ‘witness. Inspector Braid-
street,. 'B. Division, gawve -evidence s
to’ the arrest of Haorner, whd struggled|
frantically and protested his inmocence
in. ‘the strongest rterms. Evidence of
g previous conviction for robbery hav-
ifig - been given agdinst-the priSoner, |
the Magistrate refused’ to deal sum-
marily with the-offéence, but reéférred!
it 6 the ‘Assizes. Horner, who ‘had
shown rigns of intense
the ' proceedings, fainted .a%Way at 'the

eourt.

S Hum! S0 much for  the
eourt,”” said, Holmes, thoughtfally;!
i fosding aside the paper. ‘“The quéss
| tion! for us now to solve is'the s&gu=
ence of events leading from a riflsd
| jewel case at one’end to the crop of &
googe in Tottenham Court Road at the
other. You see, Watson, our little 43~
| ductions have. -suddenly assumed :":a
| much . more important and less inn5-
| cent aspect. . Here is the stone; the|
| stone came. from Mr. Henry Baker,!
the gentleman with the bad-hat and
all the other characteristics with which
I have bored you. So now-we must
| set ourselves very seriously to. finding
| this gentleman and ascertaining’what
part he has played in this little mys-

polide

S

tery.. To' do this,” we' must try the
simplest means first, and " these lie,
undoubtedly in an advertisement in all;
the evening papers. If this fail, I
shall have recourse ito.other methods/’
. “What will you say?” 4
:“Give me a pencil and -that slip of}
paper. Now, . then: “Found' at the
corrier of ‘Goodge Strect, 'a goose and
@ blatk felt hat. - Mr. Henry Baker
ean have the same by applying at' 6.30
this evening at “221b Baker  street.’
hat is clear and concise.”

“Very. < ‘But will he see it?”’

“Well, he is. sure to keep an eye
on the paperg, since, to.a poor man,
the loss- was & heavy one. He was
clearly so scared by his mischance in
breaking the window and by the ap-
, that he thought cf
nothing but flight; but since then ne
must ‘“have .bitterly regretted the im-
pulse which caused him to drop the|
bird. Then again,  the .introduction
of his name will cause him to see it,
for every one ‘who knows him will
direct “his attention to: it. .- Here you
are, Peterson, run:down to the-adver-
tising dgency-and ‘have thig put {ri"the
Evening papers’’

““In ‘which, - sir?’* A
". 'Oh, i the .Globe, Star, .Pall Maii,
Bt. James's, Jivening News, -Standard,
Kcho: and . agy. others that :occur lo
“you:” 5
“Very tvell; *sf¥. ~And this stone?”

AR “yes, I shall’ keep the stons.
Thank you. And, I say, Petersca,
Just buy a goose on your -way back,
and ‘leave 4t‘ here -with me, for we
.must haye-one- to'give to this g2n-
:fleméan in plage of the one which your
‘femily iz now -devouring,”

TWhén the commissionaire Wad. gone,
¥iolmes. took up, the stone and hell it|
against. the light. “It’'s  a bonny |
thing;”’ satd ‘he. “Just ~see how 1it|
'glints and’ sparkles.

: Of course it Is|
a“nutlens and focus of crime. E7ery
good" stone is. They are the davil's
pet baits. In the large and older jewels|
every facet may ‘stand for a bloody|
ideed. “This -stone’ is not yet“{wenty |
.years old. . It was found in the banaxs
wf the Amoy River;..n Southern Ch'na|
afid’ is " remarkgable  in. having every|
characterigtic .of the. carbuncle B8ave|

that ptHat ~it+1s* blue "in* shade Insteaq of-

quby red. In'spite of ‘its youta 1t'

deposed to. having. Jeard Ryders cry | Ness

emotion durlng -

conelusion,” and was carried out of;

‘come at:-the right time.

hag already a .sinister historyy (Thore
hate been two murders, & ¢ Vitriol-
tbrewing, -a suicide and severalirob-
‘béries brought about for the-sake of
thi# rorty-grain weight. of. crslaized
charcoal. Who wonld think tha. so
pretty a toy would be a pury3gor ta
the gsilows and thé prison? luck
itiup in mv strong box mow, ani drop
a’line o the Countess; to say t!gt we
haye b R ?

“Do you think that this man Horner
is Jinnocent?’’ °

*I panmot . tell.” h :

“W&ll, then, do yeu imaggine - that
this' other one, Henry -Baker, had
anything to do with the mafter?”

“Tt is, I think, mhuch more llkely
that Henry Baker is an absolutely in-
nocent man, who had no idea that the
bird which he was carrying was of
constderably “more value than if i€
were made of solld gold. That, how-
ever, I shall determine by a very sim-
ple test, if we have an answer to our

advertisement.”

“And you can
then "

do  nothing until

Ryder 1naf, - Nothing. 5

~‘In that case I shall - continue my
professional round. ' But I shall come
back in the everning at the hour you
have. mentioned for I should like. to
see the_solution of so tangled a busi-
“Very glad to see you, I dine at 7,
There is a: swoodcock, I-bhelleve.. - By
the way, in view .of recent ofeurren-
ces, perhaps T ought to ask Mrs. Hud-
gon “to ex#&mine its erop:’ 0

I.had been delgyed at a case and it
‘wwas ‘a little aftér half past six when
I found “myself .in Baker Stréet once
‘more.” “As: I appromched; the house I
saw .a.tall .man in-a Scoteli honnet
with 4. coat which was. battored up
to “his .chin; waiting outside in. the
bright “semi-piréle Wwhich wasi'thrown
from the fanlight:... Just as<d arrived

the .door was opened, ant _»-f*e were:
shown .up together to Holmesaq‘"roomp
“Mr. Henry Baker, I belleve’” saldi”

he, Tising) from his . 4drmchaly and
greetinig his visttor with: the easy alr
‘of genfality which hs could 8o readily
“Pray take thiy chalr by the
fire, -Mr.:Baker, - It‘is a céld night,
and I.observe that your circiilation is
more adapted: for - summer: ‘than for
winter. 2 Ah, Watson, you.hayve just
: I8 that your

assume.

hat, Mr. Baker?’ - :
‘“Yeg, sirs that “is undoubtedly ‘'my
hat.” ;

He was 4 large man, with' reunded’

shoulders, & massive head, and g broad
intelligent “face, sloping down -to “a
pointed beard of grizzied browh.. A
touch -of red in nose and, cheeks, w'}th
a slight tremor: of his extended hand

wis

recalled Holmes's surmise .as to - his
habits. His rusty black frock-coat
was buttoned right up in front, with
the  collar turned up, and his lank
wrists protruded from his . sleeves
without a sign of cuff or shirt. - He
gspoke in a  slow staccato fashion,
choosing his words with 'care, and
gave, the impression genecrally of a
man_of learning and letters who had
had ill-usage at the hands of fortune.

‘*‘We have retained these things for
some days,” said Holmes, ‘‘because we
expected to see an advertisement from
you giving your address. I am at a
loss to know why you did not adver-
tises”

Our wisitor gave a rather shamefac-
éd laugh, “'Shillings have, not been so
plentiful with me as they once were,”
he remarked. “I had ne doubt that
the gang of roughs who assaulted me
had cdrried off both my hat and- the
bird. I did not care to &pend more
money. in a hopeless: attemapt at re-
covering them.”

“Very-naturally. By the way, about
the bird—we weére compelled to eat it.”

“To eat it!” Our visitor Half rose
from his chair in his excitement.

“Yes; it would have been of no use
to any one had .we not deone 8o, - -But
‘I presume: that:this other goose pon
the sideboard, which is about the same
weight and perfe¢tly fresh, will answer
your purpose equally well?”

“Oh certainly, certainly!’ .answered
Mr. Baker, with a sigh of relief.

“Of course, we ‘#till have: the feath-
€rs, legs, crop, and so on, of your own
bird, so if you wish)——

The man. burst into a hearty laugh,
“They might be, dseful tgo. me as relics
of my adventure,” ‘said* ' he, ‘but be-
yond ‘that I can hardly Seé what use
the disjecta membra of my - late ac-
quaintance are golng-to-be to me. No,
sir;: I think that, with yeur ‘permis-
glon, I will confine my. attentlons to
the excellent bird which I perceive
pon the sidebeard.” . '» 73

Sherlock Holmes ~glaticed sharply
across at me with - slght shrug of
‘his shoulders.- 1o

‘“There.is your_hat, then, and- there
your bird,” said: he. “By . the way,
would it bore you to tell me where you
got the other one from? I am some-
what of a fowl fancier, and I have
gseldom seen a better grown goose.”

“Certainly, sir,” sald- Baker, .who

‘4 One of the

.shar

Fing”;

~

ot
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had risen and:tugied fﬁ'e_fﬁe"ﬂ}"-gﬂh. Red
property ' undér ¥s arm. Y “Phete are:
a few of us’' who frequent ihe’Alpha
‘Inn,’ near the Museum—we are to. be
found in the museum itself during the’
day, you_understand. = This yearwour
gobod host, Windigate by Jhme, Misti-
tuted a ggosg club, by which, on eon-

deration” of’ some. féew: peénce every
Fweek, we 'wdte gpach thl receive a bird
at Christmas, ™
paid, and thé
I am much indebted to you, sir, for &
Scotch bonnet is fitted: neither t§ my.
years hor my gra¥ity.".
ical ~pomposi znq? mahner «he
golemnly td h
upon His way. 5

“So much for ‘Mr, Henry Baker,™:

door behind him. “It 18 quite certain
that he khdws nothing Wwhatéven abous’
the _matter. ~“Are “you huhgry, Wats
son?"’ ;

“Not particular.”? el

“Then 'I ‘suggest :that we turp. our
dinner into & supper and follow. up
this clue while” it 8 stiil hot.'”

"By all means" -

It was a Dbitter night, so we,drew"
on our ulsters. and;wrapped. cravats
about our throats, ' Outside, the stars
were shining coldly in a cloudless 8ky,d

out into smoke like so fiany -pistol
shots. Our footfalls rmang out  erisp-
ly and loudly as we swung through the
Doctors’ quarter, Wimpole Street, Har-
ley - Street,” and” so - through ‘Wigmqre
Street into' Oxford streéet. In 8 quagps
ter of: an hour we were in Bloomsbuty:
at the “‘Alpha Inn,”” which is a/sme
public house at the corner of one of
the streets which runs down into-Hol
born. Holmes pusbed open the door
of the private batr, and ordered two.
glasses of beer frots the ruddy-fdc¥l,
white-aproned landlord.

is' as good ‘as your geese,’” sald he.

“My geese!” 2" Thé man séemed sur-
prised. % Bk
7+ #Yes. 1 was spegking only half an
hour .ago to :Mr. Henry: Baker, who
was ‘2. member of your goose &lub.”

“ANl:yes; - I see. But;geu see, sir,
them’s not our geese.”

“Indeed! - >*Whose, -then ?"

“Well, I got-the two dozen from a
salesman in Covent Garden.”

“Indeed? I Know some of them.
Which was it?”

“Breckinridge is his name.”

“Ah! I don’t' know him, Well, here's
your good health, landlord, and pros-
perity to your house. Good night.”

“Now ror Mr. Breckinridge,” he con-
tinued, buttoning up his coat, as we
came out into the frosty air. “Re~-
member, Watson, that though ‘weé have
#a homely a thing as a goose &t one
#nd of this chain, we-have at the other
& man who will certainly get smeven
years’ penal. servitude unless we can
gstablsh his innocence. It is pos-
gible ‘that our 'inquiry may but con-
tirmi his guilty but, in any case, ‘we

‘I have & line of favestigation Which has

beéen missed by the police and which
& singular chance ;hasg placed in our
Hands; . Lef as follow It out, to the
bitter end. - Faces to the South; then,
and  qulck “march!™ .. -
““We passed gcroes Holborn,

{dell Strest,

of . flums

gent atalld borea
of Breckinridge upon it, ang he.p
prietor, a horsey-logking man, with a
fage and trimside whiskers, .was
Lhelpinig a. Doy to put up ‘the shutters.
2'Good evening.  It's a cold ‘night,”
& Holmes, ¥ 0 .. =
he salesman noddéd; and shot a

; questioning glance at- my cempanion.

“Sold out of geese, 1 see,’’ contlnu-
ed HEelmes, pointing atithe bare siabs
?f nifrble. ¥070

“Lét_ yow have 500 to-morrow mSTa-
“That's: no good.”

‘“Well, there are some ‘on the stall

‘'with the g&s flare.

“Ah, but I was recommended, . to

“tyou.™

“Who by?” y

“The landlord of thw *Alpha’.”

“Oh, yes;” I sent him’ &' couplé of
dozen.” ’

“Fine birds, they were, t60, ' Now,
where did- you get them from?"”
. To .my. surprise. the ‘question provok-

i.fed a burst-of anger from the sales-

man. :

“Now, then, mister,” gaid he, with
his " head cockéd and -‘his-erms akin—
bo, “what are you ariving at? JLet's
have it mtraight, now.” €45 =

“It'is & straight game, I should-like
to know wha sold you the geese which
you suppHed . to. the ‘Alpha’”: =

“Well, then, I sha’n’t tell you. > So
now!*

“Oh, it is a-matter of no importance;
but I don't know why you should be
80 _warm over - such.-a -iriflel”. . .

“Warmi - - You'd be as -warng ' may
be, if you. were pestered as am.
When I pay good money for a good ar-
fticle there should bhe an end of the
| business; but it's; ‘Where are the
|geese? ‘and ‘Who did you sell the
geese t0? and ‘What will you take for
the geese?’ One would think they were
the only geese inh the world, to hear
the fuss that is/made over them.”

“Well, T have ho ronnection with any
other people who have been making
inquiries,” sald Holmes, carelegsly. It
you won't tell us the bet is off, that is
all, But I'm always ready to back
my opinion on & matter of fowls, and
I have a fiver on it that the bird I
ate is country bred.”

““Well, then, you’ve lost your -fiver,
for {t's town bred,” snapped the sales-
man.

“It's nothing ‘of the kind.”

“I say it is.”

“I don’'t believe it.”

“D’you think you know more about
fowls than I, who have handled them
ever since I was a nipper? I tell
you, all those birds that went to the
‘Alpha’ were town bred.”

‘“You’ll never persuade me to be-
lieve that.”

“Will you ‘bet, then?"

“It’'s merely tdking your monsy; for
I know that I am right. . But I'll' have
a sovereign on with you, just to teach
you not to be pbstinate.” i
' The -salesman . chuckled grimly.
“Bring me the books, Bfll,”” sald he.

The small boy brought ‘round a small
thin volume and a:great greasy-back-
ed one, laying them out \together be-
-neath the hanging-lamp.

“Now, then, Mr. Cocksure,” said the
salesman, ‘I thotight that I was gut of
geese, buf hefore I finish yeu’'ll find
that there is’ still one-left in my shop.
You &see 'this” Ittle book.”*

“Well 1™ - ! :

‘“That’s the 1list-of the folk from
whom I buyy D’ye:see? ‘Well,” then,
here on thig page are the country folk
and the numbers..after their names
are where their aecounts are in the
big ledger. Now, thén/ You see this
other page in red ink? Well, that {s a
list of my town suppliers. Now, look
at that third name, . JNst read it out
to me."”

“Mrs. Oakshott, M7 Brixton road—
249, read Holmes. :

“Quite so. Now, turn that up In the
ledger:”’ Yoo

Holmes turned to the page indicated.
“Hers, you are, ‘Mrs. Oakshott, 117

.. pences were: quly o
rost i&8 familiar . youil

With & gomsdstian .
of ug and strode ft] gnge

said” Holmes “when he had. closed. thaf’

| Sront of ) Bl

and the breath of the passers-by blew

. "Your beer should be exeellent 1f it -

“Brictoss oad, egg amd ypoultry sup-
pliers” - =¥ A
“Now, then, ‘what's the last entry?]
“‘Dec. 22. Twenty-four geese at &
gar - A
“Quite so.
derneath?”

There you are. And un=1

b

pec X Sewget
- ‘‘Wheti you see a-man-with whigkers
of ‘that cut ‘andithe ‘pink un’ profrud-:
ing oul of his pocket, yoi Tan siways
argw Him: by & bst,” ‘e Lo 4l dare
at- I T nsd put 21000 ‘down in
bl that man’ would ‘not
have glyen mié such compléte informa-
tion as wek drawn -from him.by the
idea that hé was doing mie on a wager.
Well, Watson, we are, I-fancy nearing
the ‘end af our guest, and the only
point “Which remains. to be determined
1§ whethér we should go on to this Mrs.
OQakshott to-night -or whether, = we
should reserve. i for to-morsow.: It
18 clear from what that ‘surly teéllow:
sald that there are others besides our-
selves ‘who are anxlous about the mat-
‘ter, and I should—"" = s % S
His remarks wgre‘sug denty’ cut short
by aloud ‘hubbub: W ~broké  out
,tfmn.mhq,s‘tau which. we<hag fust left:

nroing  ropnd. we - ]

faged ~ tellow standing .in “the centre.
of ‘the ‘oifels of yélow Ught which was
‘thfown: by the sw.rging lamp, while
Breckinridge, : ‘the  salesman, - framed
in rthe door 'of his stall; wids shaking
this Iists- flercely at the cringing fig-

“I've had enough of you and your
geese,”” he shouted, “I wish you were
all at the devil together., If Lyoen
come pestering me any more with your
silly talk, I'll set the dog at you, You
bring Mrs. Oakshott here and I'll an-
swer her; but what have.you to do
with t? Did I buy the geese off
you?”

“No; but.one of them was mine, all
the same,” whined the little man.

“Well, then, ask Mrs, Oakshott for
3 Heag

“She told me to ask you.”

“Well, you can ask the King of Proo-
sia, for all I care. I've had énough
of it. 'Get out of thisd” “He rushed
fiercely forward. and the inguirer flit-
ted away into the darkness.

“Ha, this may save us -a visit to
Brixton' road,” * whispered . Holmes.
“Come with me, and we will see what
is to be made of this fellow,” Strid-
ing through: the scatterad - knots of
people who lounged through ‘the fiar-
ing stalls, my companion  _speedily
overtook the little. man and touchad
him upon the shoulder.  He sprang
round, and I could see in Lhe gaslight
that every vestige of color had
driven from his face:

“Who are you, then?" ~ Wheat do you
want?” he . &sked, ' In “a  guavering
voice. :

“You will excuse me/* séid Holmes,
blandly,. “but-I .eould not help over-
hearing the question ‘which you put
to the salesman just mow.: -I-think
that. I cduld be g ;

#You? Who are you?. How could

“My name {8 Sherlock Holmes, . It
is my businéss to know' what other
peopie don’t- know."”

“But ‘you can know nothing of this.”

“Excuse me, I know everything of
it, Fou . are .endeavoring to trace
aome® geese which were sold by Mrs.
@ekshott, of Brixton road, to & sales-
man named Breckenridge, by him in
turn to Mr. Windigate, of the 'Alpha’
and by him to his club, of which Mr:
Henry Baker is a member.”

“Oh, .sir, you .are the very man
whom. 1 have longed, to meet,” crieg Lha
little- fellow, -with outstretehed hands
and quivering. finger.. *“I‘caen hardly.
explain to you how interested.I am in
this matter.” ’ 4

Sherlock Holmes hailed a four-whesl-
er which was passing. “‘In th:at case
we had better discuss’it'in a cozy room
rather Xhanééi\_ this windswept mar-
ket-place,” d  he. “But, pray icll
me, before we go further, who It Is
that I have the pleasure of assist-
ing?” S

The man ‘hesitated: for an instant.
“My name-ig§ John Robinson,”” he an-
swered, with a gidelong #dance.

“No, no; the real name,'" said Holmes
sweetly. "It iz always awkwdrd doing
business. with an alias.” =

A flush sprang 'to the white chetks
of the stranger. ]

‘“Well, then, said he; "my real name
Is James Ryder.”

“‘Precisely 0. Head aftendant et ‘he
Hotel Cosnmiopolitan., Pray step into
the cab, and I shall svon Db¥ able to
tell you everything whish et sviuld
wish to know:” 7

“Heré we are!” said Hoimes, cheer-
ily, -as we filed into thé.room. . ‘“The
fire* looks ‘very seesotiable in this wea-
thet. You look cold, Mr. Ryder. Pray
take the basket-chair, I ‘will just put
on my slippers, before we. 8ettle this
little matter of yours., Now, then! You
want to know what became of those
geese - 2 ; 3

“Yes, sir.” : i :

“Or, ratheéer, I fancy, of that goose.
It was one bird, I imagine, in which
you weére interested—white, with® a
black bar acrosg the tail.”

Ryder quiver with emotion. “Oh,
gir,”’ he cried; ‘“‘ean you tell me where
It went to?”

“Jt: came :here.” d

“Yes; .and 'd most remarkable bdbird
{t- proved.  I“dom’t wonder that you
should take an interest In it. It lald
an ogg after it was dead—the bon-
niest, brightest little blue egg that
ever was seen,
museum.’’ ook

Our visitor staggered to his feet and
chutched the ' mantélplece with his
right - hand. Holmes unlocked his
stronig’ box and held up the blue car-
buncle, which - shoné out- ke & star
with & -cold; brilliant, msmy-;;olntod
radiance. ‘Ryder stood glaring with a
drawn face .uncertain whether to
claim or .to, disown_it. ;

“The .game’'s. AP, Ryder.” . . sald
Holmes yuipyin ‘“Hold, mgn; or
you’ll be into the fire! Give him an
arm- back into his chalr, 'Watson. He's
not got blood enough to go in for fel-
ony with impanfty. 'Give Rim a dash
of brandy! - Sol Nowvhe‘loqka{. little
gm.ore'hu';pa‘n.' . What & shrinip:i€ is, to

surel 7 qipne
--For a moment Be had staggered and
nearly fallen. bt fhé brandy brougnt
a finge. of color into his cheeks, aand
he sat.staring with frightened eye at
‘his accuser. ‘ : y <

4 Thave ahmost eery  viink in. my
hands and al the proofs which I could
possibly neéed, so. there is little which
you néed tell .me, Still. that little
may as well be ceared up to make
the " dase -compete. You "'had heard,
Ryder, of this: blue-stone of the Couns=
tess of, Morer's?” '

“It was Catherine Cusaek who told

“‘Sold to Mr. Wihdigate, of the Al-|

1 have it here in my | &

- »
% ses_her ladyship's  walting-mald,
Well, the :t'eri{ng’téqg_ or. sudden wea.ltdfx
'”mfea:?st has .Xiec‘ e etier mon
§ AL 30 fOr ‘better men
/betore  you; but’ you' were not very
‘8crupulous in’he means you used. It
: Ryder, that there is the
making - of a very pretty’ in
you., ~You- this man-<easm
.her,. the plumber, had'-heen concey

¥ ‘Bome_such mattep. befors,-and that

AU 18u@picion would rest.the mofre readily

'?bn_hlm. What dld ¥ou- do, then?
You fade some small-job‘in my lady's

{reom~you and your confed@ate C

O _you managed thif he should
be the mam asnt for.  Theri, when he

[had 18ft, you rified the : jéwel case,

ralded the alarm and had this unfore
tunate man arrested. You then”——

~ Ryder threw himself down suddenly
upen the rug and clutched at.my com-
paaion’s knee. “For God's sake, have
merey!” he shrieked, “Think of m
father! of my mother! It would drea
their hearts.. I never went wrong
beforel I never will again, I swear
it.  I'll swear it on a Bible. Oh, dont
bring it into court! For Vhrist's sake
don’t!” :

“Get back into your chair!” sald
Holmes sternly. “It is very well to
eringe” and crawl now, ut "
thought little enough of this poor Hor-
ner In the dock for a cvrime of which
he knew nothing.” 2

“I wil fly’ Mr. Hoimes. ‘I wil leave
the country, sir. Then the charge
‘against him will break down.”

.‘Hum! We will talk about:that., And
now let us hear a true of the
next act, How came the ne into
the goose, ~and how came the goose
itntom thie ,o&en nix'::ket? Tell us tae
ry or -there r 1
b N v your oniy hope of
- Ryfler :passed his tongus  over nis
parched lips. “I will tell you it just
as it happened, sir,”’ said he. “When
Horner had been arrested, it seemed o
me that It would be best for me to get
away with the stone at once, for I did
not know at what moment the police
might not take it into their heads to
search me and my room. There was
no place about the hotel where it
would be’ safe.” I went olt, as if on
Some commission, and I made for my
sister’s . house. Bhe had married a
man named Oakshott, and lived in
Brixton road, ‘whete she fattened fowls
for the: market. -All-the way there
every min’ 1 met seemed to bé a po-
liceman 61 a detective; and for all tggt
it was & ocold night the sweat was
pouring down my face before I came
to the Brixton road. My sister asked
me what was the matter, and why I
was 8o pale; but I told her that I had
been upset by the jewel robbery at the
hotel.” Thefi I went into the back yard
#nd smoked a pipe and wohdefed what
it would be best 1o do. o
-1 had. & Iriend once called Maudsiey,
who went to the bad, and has just been
%erving his time in Pentonville. One
dzy he had met me and fell into talk,
sbout the ways of thieves, and how
they could rid of what they stole,
I knew that he would be true to me,

on to Klburn, where he lived, and
take him'{nte my confidence. He®ould

aswistance o you,” (DO iDe. to ‘turn the stone into

ef.  But how to get t6 him 'in

you know anything of this matter?” ‘safety? 1 thought of the agonies I

bad goneé through in coming from the
hotel.” I might at any moment be
pelzed and searched; and there would
be the stone in my waistcoat pocket.
1 was leaning. against the wall at ihe
time, and loo):m:bbat the geese which
were waddling ut round my

and suddenly an idea came {into °
bead which showed me how I

beat the best detective that ever llv

“My sieter had told me some weeks
bfore that I ht have the pick o
her geese for a ristmas present, an
T knew that she was always as gobd
as ' her word. {‘ would take my goose
now, and “‘rh would carry my stone
to fcnbum. eré was 8 Bttle shed
in ‘the yard, and behind this ® drove
one of the birds—a fine, big one, white
with & barred tail. I caught it and
prying it -bill open.I thruat the stone
down its. throat as far ss my finger
could resch. The bird gave & gulp,
and I felt'the stone drop into its erop.
Byt the creature fin and strugg-
led, and out camé my sister t6 know
what was the matter,' As I turned to
gpeak ter her the brute broke lpose and
fluttered off among the others.

“ rwwhatvere are you doing with that
bird; Jem? 'says she.

“éwell, said I, ‘you said you'd {lw
me one for Christmas, and I was feel-
Sng which was the fattest.

“1Oh; says she, ‘we’'ve - set yours
aslde for you. Jem's bird, we call it
It's the biggest  white one yonder,
There's twenty-six of them, which
makes one for you, one for us, and two
dogzen for the market.” ¢ i

“*hank you, Maggie says I; ‘but
it it iz all the same to you, I'd rather
have that one I was handiing just
now.'

. % *Ihe other l& & good three pound
heavier,’ said she, ‘and we fattened it
ressly for yeu.' e
e’E?'Nev:rr mind. . I’ll have the other,

and I'll take it now,’ said L

“iOh, just as you like,” said she, 8
lttle huffed. ‘Which s it you want,
then?

“#Phat whita one with. the ba.rre.d
tail, right in the middle of the flock.

“'0oh, very well. Kill it, and take I8

ith you.'
ak Ill. I did what she sald, Mr,
Holmes, carried the bird all
the way to Kilburn. I toid ymy pal
-what I had done; for he was & man
that it was easy to tell a thing like
that to. He laughed until he choked,
and we got a knife and opened the
oome. - I left the bird. rushed back to
my sister's. and hurried Into the back
yard.  There was fiot a bird to be seen
there.

e era’ are they all, Maggie? I
oried. ' : .
nodt ne to: the dealers, Jem.

““Which dealer's?

* Breckinridge, of Covent Garden’'

“*But wa#s there another with a bar-
red tail?* I asked, ‘tli¢ same as the one
I chose? .

" Yos, Jem; there were fwo harred-
talled’ ones; and I would never teb
them apart..

and I ran off as hard as my feet woul.

carry me to this man Breckinridge,

but ‘he. had wold ‘the lot at ‘dnoce.
Then my friend rose and thrsw opea

Soet out!” sald he.

. ""What, sir] Qh, heaveén bless youl®
“No more words. Gat out!”™ -
“After ‘?H. Watson,” sald Holme:,

reaching up his hand for his clay pip

"1 am hot. retained by the polica to def

tect ' their deficiencles. - - If' ‘Herner

were . in danger it would be ‘anothe>
thing; but this fellow will not appea.

nst him, and the case must.col«
lapse. . I suppose that I am compound«
ing. , -but._it {s.just poasible

'un,t/% arm sgving & soul. 'This fellown

will not.go ‘wro n; hé is tod ter

me of it,”! said--he,. in-a - orackling
voice, 2

y

TIDIY Prightined. Serid him to I how
and you make him a jail bird for life

R S S R T T

" "Well, then, of course, I saw it aB "




