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HOW F OSTER AN D HIS COMMUN ISTIC OUTF IT
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LAID PLANS TO «ABSORB” THE MINERS UNION

]
i
Another of a series of articles prepared by the United Mine |
Workers of America disclosing the attempt that is being made |
the red forces, under the direct supervision of Moscow, tooelu'
control of the organized labor movement of America and use it|
‘as the base from which to carry on the Communist effort for the |
overthrow of the American Government. These articles are the
result of an independnt searching investigation on the part of the |
United Mine Workérs of America which led directly to original |
* wees.
ok,
in & % Jlection of the money from the Americar people for the |
by the n of the rev olutionary movement in this cot : _y has be-
OW UP \organized industry in the last two yeai..
ther. Inym which is being annually derived in this manner .uns

pade from of du“.us with only an appioximate idea as to its|
gnd ended 1 2

Thig-

Eondithe United Mine Workers learns from an zuthentic source

dition, millions of dollars are being sent over
:ow and other Bolshevik centres in European capitals

hat the money from abroad is coming in through the usual inter-
aational banking channels, originating in Moscow, Berlin, or
Stockholm, and that it is distributed to the accounts of various
individuals in different banks after it reaches this country.

Part of the money with which the Communists have at-
tempted to get control of the United Mine Workers has been col-
lected from the miners themselves in the belief that it was to be |
used in the upbuilding and strengthening of their organization,
nd frr entirely legitimate purr '

oo this is known as the Miners’
enterprise that has been operat- |
g in the Pittsburgh region since last August. The (,onferencev
s been one of the most important channels through which money ;
has filtered into the Communistic organization for datmctlve'
ork within the miners’ organiation.
Efforts of the Communists to get control of the United Mine
‘otkers have continued without interruption since the strike of
!ast year came to an end with the agreement at Cleveland. In
she first two months of this year these efforts centred on the pro-
position of bringing about an “outlaw™ strike on April |; later,
*o drive a wedge into the United Mine Workers through advocacy
f the expedient of government ownership of mines.
E The slrongm efforts of the Communists to get control of
the miners’ union have been exerted in the last eight months.
William Z. Foster, industrial organizer for the Communist Inter-
tional, has been at the head of the enterprise. The principal
pcene of action has been in southwestern Pennsylvania.. The ve-
ficle S the movement has been the Miners' Relief Conference,
Ind the magnet for attracting the miners has been that of gov-
n

rmment ownership of the mines.

medne such collecting age
. ,,-l:rf Conference, a Commu. |

The United Mine Workers have not approved or adopted
iy plan of nationalization of the mines. At the international
convention two years ago, a committee was appoin!ed to make:
fr study of the subject, and submit a report, with recommenda-
kions, at the next convention, to be held next January.

Notwithstanding the fact that the miners’ union is seeking
o reach a conclusion on this proposition in an orderly way, the
Lommunist organiation has concentrated all of its resaurces to the
5" d of forcing the union to acknowledge it as the chief objective
®f the mine workers of the country.

The * this year for the absorption of the miners by
Rhe Communists was launched by Foster and his assistants at
ittsburgh on February 10. A conference was held there at that
ime which was attended by Foster, with Fred Merrick, Com-
munist organizer at Pittsburgh; Thomas R. Sallivan, (,omlnumlt

"drive”’

‘organier at St. Louis; Norman Tallentire, C orga

wt Chicago; Freeman Thompson, of Springheld, Ill., and dele-
gat=s from mining fields in Ohio and Pennsylvania. The purpose
of the conference was to extend the C ist mov t into all

of the districts and locals of the union, and engulf it in a wave of
'ullrmndicaliuu.
Two delegates from* he anthracite region were present, and
. {they gave assurance that the hard coal mines would be shut down
4°0 April | in connection with the proposed strike. But this pro-
osed “outlaw” strike did not occur.
Three things were decided at this conference:
Establishment of headquarters for organizing ncnvmu

| was adopted there, nationaliation was made the chief issue.

| of reorganizing them along “‘militant™

of the Central Executive Committee of the
Party, and editor of the ™
said:

“legal” Communist
legal” Communist organ, The Worker,

“Every militant trade unionist must stand aghast at the
tyrannous measures used by the big officialdom of the United
Mine Workers of America in driving the Fayette County strikersl
back under the slave whips of the Standard Oil Company and‘
of the U. S. Steel Corporation.™

Nationalization of the mines was decided upon at the con-
[ference as the principal issue of the Communists in driving their
| wedge into the miners’ union. In the official platform which
On

)

this question the platform says:

“To meet this situation of demoralizatiofi“a” radical change
must be made in the coal industry. There is only one solution at
this moment that is possible, and that is NATIO\ALILATION
{ OF COAL MINES.

“Against this plan will be marshalled all the forces and re-

sources of plutocratic America. The capitalistic press and its

journalistic hirelings, together with an army of retainers composed

of the intellectual and political prostitutes of Wall Street, are
flooding the country with an avalanche of lies, slander and mis-
representation against NATIONALZATION. LCorrupt and re-
actionary labor leaders are also opposing this plan, and every
honest trades unionist who espouses the cause is marked for
persecution.

“In advocating NATIONALIZATION OF COAL MINES
the Progressive Coal Miners mean the operation of the coal mines
under the direction of competent union miners and not under a
commission composed of the usual lawyers, bankers, and poli-
ticians. A political bureaucracy sitting at Washington as direct-
\s of the coal industry would be a monstrosity worse even than
the abortion known as the “"Railroad Labor Board,” and would
never be tolerated by the rank and file of the United Mine Work-
ers of America.

“NATIONALIZATION OF COAL MINES, as a political
program, will be a failure unless it includes democratic manage-
ment of the mines. Since the efficient operation of the coal mines
is only possible by those who have had experience in digging
coal, we demand that the program of NATIONALIZATION OF
COAL MINES shall provide for the operation of the mines en-
tirely under the direction of union miners, who alone are possess-
ed of the technical, mechanical and nunu-l skill necessary for
the successful operation of the mines.”

Foster anr Merrick started their campaign in south-western
Pennsylvania with a bang. Alexander Howat, deposed president
of the Kansas miners, was brought into the region as the chief
speaker and missionary. Meetings were held in Fayette, West-
morland and other counties in the interests of the movement.
Speakers appeared before local unions, and under the pretense
lines, a Communist nuclei
was established in many of them.

Efforts were also made to extend the movement to Ohio,
West Virginia, Indiana, lllinois, central and eastern Pennsylvania,
and to Nova Scotia and Alberta. Contacts were established
with local union officials and state board members in Illinois;
with H. E. Keas, a Communist agent in Ohio; E. R. Fay and R.
P. Alctck in Alberta; and with J. B. MclLachlan, Alexander
McKay and Angus Mclennan in Nova Scotia.

Arrangements were made through McLachlan and McLennan
for Howat to invade Nova Scotia in April and May to promote
a Communist organization there in conflict with the authority
of the international officials of the United Mine Workers. Mec-
Lachlan sent $200 to Merrick to defray Howat's travelling ex-
penses, but Howat insisted on Thomas Myerscough, an aid of
Merrick, accompanying him, and McLachlan was asked to con-
tribute $600 more.

Howat failed in his efforts to gain entry into Canada be-
cause Canadian immigration authorities kept him out, and he
returned to Pittsburgh. There he continued his campaign to
overthrow the leadership of the miners, and to carry out the
program of the conference of February 10. ;

In the files in Merrick's office which were seized at Pitts-
burgh was a letter written by E. R. Fay, of Newcastle, Alberta,

Pmsb\ngh and the carrying on of an aggressive paign to
‘¢vorganize the miners’ union in accordance with Communist
S l].»\trine.
™ 2. An effort to bring about a general strike on April 1.
\V 3. The bolding of a convention of miners' delegates of the
nited States und Canada in Pittsburgh during the first week in
hme and launching a new international W within the
amion which would gradually absorb it and
national and district officials.
Foster said at this conference that “wonderful progress”
thad been made among the miners in the Pitubm‘ﬁ region, and
. that withthe international convention in June he expected to

its inter-

-

]
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,pohcne. of the next b in
hi.fiself as the dominant factor in the union.
o Awnwrhuwforthecom.mrhd
\beandcbyth‘m.ndtheopemonmm&nbefonn
nmpconfemaleYorthy plans for an “outaw” strike
"o-Apnllwmhanklydnc-edbyFodundhum
#t the conference.

“We must have no settlement’ of this etrike until an agree-
ment can be negotiated, under the charter of a new union having
pne of our own men as its leader,” said Merrick.

The sch by which it was proposed to set this strike
foing was to induce President Lewis to reestablish the strike of
#4922 in the coke producing region of Pennsylvania. Under the
agitation of the Communists it would be spread to the other coal
felds by April 1. Behind this plan was a scheme of Foster's to
spread the strike to other industries and bring about a general
de-up of industry during the summer.

, and establish

conv

l

Simultaneously with the conference at Pittsburgh the Com-
munist publications started a campaign to discredit President
is among the miners of the union, and to force Mm to re-
thﬂemthmkom-lmdm

da, who wrote to Myerscough, asking for a program of the
uuurgents. “and all necessary information to start the ball rolling
to get rid of John Liar Lewis and his gang of skunks.”™ Fay
said, “he acted on the rec dation of Tim Buck, the nation-
al industrial organizer of the Workers Party of Canada.”

Merrick’s first move for the ‘of the " union at
Pittsburgh was to initiate a demand for a recount of the votes in
the district election on December 12. He described his faction
as the “Progressives” and announced that “it has been decided
to circulate petitions at once to recall all of the present officials
of District Five for improper conduct, mly in connection
with Fayette strike™

| siouge safficient 2epRort in, the ymion. to, m-b}ehm to.control thel . When the strike was settled at. Cleveland lact-foll-the-Comef

munists bent their efforts on persuading the miners in south-
western PennSylvania to refuse to returmn to work. The Miners
Relief Confi was organized early in the fall on pretext that
it would provide a means of subsistence for the men and their
families who refused to go back to work. J. A. Hamilton, a
former school teacher was selected as secretary. Hamilton had
direct business connlctions with Foster, and was known_ as his
representative in the Pittsburgh region.

Scores of miners in southwestern Pennsylvania followed the

ing of Merrick and his side not to return to work. Limited
sums of were supplied to them by the Miners Relief Con-
ference, although an examination of such records as were kept
show that in virtually every case the relief donations were con-
hdmmwhmemw-m-m
agents in their neighbourhoods for the Communist organiation.

iof 25 cents a member. Local unions in Franklin and Williamson

Insuection of the records of the Conference fails also to
show even the simplest forms of bookkeeping in accounting for
the moneys and supplies that were received. While considerable
sums of money were contributed by sympathetic men and women
who heeded the appeals that were broadcasted over the country.
the records of the contributions are either on scraps of paper or

The kindiy heart of Mrs. Sarah Hyams, 252 West 76th
Strzet, New York City, responded to the “touching™ appeal of
Hamilton for money, and on October 9 she sent her check. for
$500, saying:

“l bad some money which had made up my mind to use
where it would do the most good. When your letter came | felt
that this is where it should go. It does not seem possible that
the conditions stated by you, and by so many others could exist
in a country as rich’ as ours, or that people could be so heartless.
I only hope that you will get all of the help yon need, so that
some of this awful poverty may be relieved.”

Hamilton sent Mrs. Hyams a statement on November 3,
which purported to cover the expenditure of $125 of the $500.
He explained that $50 had been given to George Letz, an idle
miner at Republic, Pa. Lutz was one of the most active agents
of Merrick and Hamilton in thal region, and recognized as ndmg
them in their movement.

Miss Maude Tollefson is a teacher in a private school at
Peekskill, N.Y. She was the recipient also of one of the “touch-
ing” letters of Merrick and Hamilton, and on November 17,
sent in a donation. Hamilton in his reply so impressed Miss Tol-
jefson with the worthiness of this enterprise that she appealed to
her friends to join with her in making contriubtions. In writing
to Hamilton on November 16, she said:

“By the middle of next week | will have some clothes col-
lected from the teachers here, and possibly from friends in New
York Gity. Will you let me know whether to send them to you,
or to J. M. Geisel, whose picture you sent me with the address
on the back. Also, | have sent word to my mother in South
Dakota to send what she can find. | am sure she will do so.”
Hamilton was the recipient also of considerable sums of
money from Louis Gruss, alias “"Willard,” formerly of the Friends
of Soviet Russia, and.secretary of a so-called Miners Relief Com-
mittee in New York. Gruss sent to Hamilton, according o the
records of the latter, a total of $1,450, but later begged Hamil-
ton for a loan of $100 to defray the expenses and hall rent of a
meeting in New York City where Howat would speak.

Appeals were sent by these Communists to local unions of
the United Mine Workers in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Ili-
nois, and West Virginia, asking that arbitrary assessments for
“relief” purposes in the coke region be laid on the memberships,
and the money remitted to Merrick and Hamilton. Some of the
local unions were induced to do this, with usually an assessment

counties, in [llinois, and in the vicinity of Bellaire, Ohio, sent sums
of as much as $300 each.

The relationship between Merrick and Hamilton and the
Communist organization, is shown in their connections with the
Labor Defence Council at Chicago. A few days after the raid
upon the Communist convention at Bridgman, M:ch last August,
the National Defense C ittee, a C
organized into the Labor Defense Council.
The council launched on the task of raising $200,000 for
bail purposes at Bridgman, and to employ lawyers and provide
funds for the trials of the individuals who had been caught in the
sheriff's drag net. Explicit instructions were sent to every Com-
munist agency in the country to “get busy™ at the task of raising
money for this purpose. Organizers and district officials were
told by the Communist central organization to give unqualified
support to the demands of the Labor Defense Council. As far
as possible donations were to be sought from labor unions on the
claim that the raid on the revolutionary gathering at Bridgman
imperilled the cause of organized labor in this country.

Moritz J. Loeb, secretary of the Labor Defense Council,
wrote to Merrick and Hamilton, on December 6, as follows:
“Comrade Ruthenburg has assured us that the Workers
Party organizers will be held responsible for activity toward the
organization of Labor Defénse Councils in their districts. We
have seen a copy of the letter at the national office of the Workers
Party sent out in this respect. It is our understanding that you
are the district organizer of the Pittsburgh district and we would
very much like to have you take responsibility toward organizing
the Labor Defense Council in your district, seriously.”

A week later Loeb wired to Merrick as follows:

“Five men remaining in Berrien jail can all be released for
$15,000 Exert every effort. Raise everything possible, cash
orl_nbertybond& Send us what you have immediately. We must
get men out by Christmas. Put on small drive. Do your part and

Early in January the Labor Defense Council sent Tom Tip-
pett, business manager of the Federated Press, into the Pitts

Y., was re-

as!

Merrick and Hamilton were told to give their support to making
&enmmﬁuamm&pdnt.lmb-id:
“Please do got be too economical in your advertising of
the Tom Tippett rpecting. . We are particularly anxious that you
Mtﬂoﬂ.mdm'd.mw&ewm
on the investment are not of the best.” : :
Advertising matter were sent to Merrick by Loeb which
stated that “the reporter for the labor press on the Herrin trial
will come to Pittsburgh to tell of the nation-wide attack on labor,
the open shop drive of which Herrin, West Virginia, and the
Bridgman raids are only the outstanding examples. No better
representative of the working class can tell this story, as Tippett
has been an actual observer of the major campaigns which have

burgh district as its special agent to assist in the money raising. |”

SCANDAL OF

A charge of serious misstatement
on the Government's employment
plans was laid Sgeinst  the Prime

MP.. Chief Whip of the Labor Party

that by far the greater propertion

mated cost of the schemes,announced
by the government) would be spent|
this winter.

Mr. Henderson's reply to this was

nouncements made
parties concerned in the schemes that |
“not half, probably mot more than a
third of the money could possibly be
spent 3o as to provide emoloyment
between November and April
Referring to the appeal made by
General Smuts, Mr. J. H. Thomas,
MP., said that
do all they could to make it & suc-
cess. He pointed out that a similar

the Commions, and said that had the

existed might have been avoided
Mr. Henderson said the statement
quoted above, was a grave ome to
make, and he would be glad indeed |
# he could be authoriatively inform
ed that his apprehensions were not
well founded.

M:.

London, one of the series of demon-
strations organized under the au-
pices of Labor's National Joint Coun-
cil on the subject of unemployment.
In view of the inadequacy of the
Government’s proposals,
bound, said Mr. Henderson, to in-
sist upon bolder.
uve and bigger schemes to provide
work and wages this winter,

Tariffs No Care.

Minister that he had come to the
conclusion that the real cure for un-
employment was
emigration.

protection

But it was known that unemploy-
ment existed in high tariff countries

Preference had not given us an en-

our exports, which had, on the con-
trary, maintained the same propor-
tion to our total overseas trade that
we had before the Dominions gave us
a preference’in their tariffe.

Further it was known that the

had been increasing despite the fact
that they had got no preference, or
only recently & small preference of
one-sixth of the customs duties we
impose upon some classes of mmports
for revenue purposes.

And it was known, too, that unem-

4

sly by the
of large scale emigration,
transferred population to the coun-
tries overseas faster than those coun-
tries could absorb them imto product-
ive industry and agriculture.
Ve should comtinue to have an
enormuus amount of wnempleyment
wntil the harm dome by the peace

Mr. Hesiderson said he recognized
that even if we had the most perfect
Deace _.ﬂ the e.-pnud lrendom
of international trade we should sill
Bave with ue the problem i vha wn-
r‘yl.yd oo lomng & the w

e

'u.s-.n.c

yr

L-bul-n-ﬂlld

been calculated to destroy the labor movement.”
The extent to which money was diverted from the Miners
Relief Conference at Pittsburgh into the coffers of the Labor De-
fense Councils for use at the Bridgman trials, or into other Com-
cords in the office of Merrick and Hamilton. However, Hamil-
ton in a letter on Januvary 7, said:
38 we bave sent into Washington. Allegheny, Westmoreland,
Fayette, and counties, nearly $9,000 worth of various
kinds of relief. we have thrown some hot shot into the
contemptible official circles, and in this way helped considerably

influence with the miners there. J. Lewis Engdahl, member

found in the original letters of the donors

Minister by Mr. Asthur Henderson, |

M:. Baldwin had said at Pl‘y-no!if

of the 50 million pounds (the esti- |

he the
RSk K. S . d:; :;:-P:‘.m::l%l_nerpool road as a scheme to alle

it was for them to]

appeal had been made by Labor im|

plea been listened to the chaos that |

Hendc;.o- was presiding at a
great meeting at the Holborn Empire |

they were!

more comprehen- |

We had been told by the Prine|

n'ldf

It was also known that Imperiall

larged market in the Dominions for |

trade of the Dominions in our market |

ployment existed in the Dominions. |
Which would be intensified enor- |
of a policy |
which |

OUR OVERSEAS COLUMN

THAT 50 MILLION NOT TO BE SPENT

Mr. Henderson Charges Premier with Making Untrue Statement

WORK PLANS

{dustry? Why not apply the
medy at once! Why delay
“Played With."

Mr. Rhys Dawvia, MP. said
to the people of Lancashire lmper
Preference and Tarniff Refor
posals to solve the unem

that

al

yw=at

problem were ke using purgatives
for camcer.”
The Labor Ministry was playing

\-nb the subject when it included,
{for the second ot third time during
last two years., the Manchester
viate cbem'loymcnt

Theie was no indication ar
that the proposal would mature
at least another 12

M:. Herbert
{that while unemployment was a

ywhere

for

months

lared
reed

"!‘IL

Morrison

to be casenmtially a national ;
the main responsibility had

lou(ed on local authorities

en

' cesmive Governments.

The problem could never t
with on a local basis, and ye
Cabinet refused to face the

alt
the
matter
{ The proposals for work
London, which the London
Party had submitted to the P
ister had been played
{ avorded.

A resclution that the pro

-

the Government were totally
quate to meet the existing »

was carried with acclamat

200,000 HOUSES A
YEAR

HOW A LABOR GOVERNMENT
WOULD SET TO WORK

.
| |

The lndependent Labor Party
{
| conducting & housing campaign

-
thae
| week.

As a prelude, it tells the Go
ment openly what a Secialist Gov
ernment would do.

It gives three facta. The houses
required, numbered 750,000 The
{ Minister of Health in April promised
120,000 in two years
8,000 have been built

Although s0 many houses are
quired 85,000 unemployed

are prevented from starting

vern

In six months

re-
buidders

on them

Yet unemployment doles to the
amount of £5,000, 000 a year are be
ing paid to ummployoi builders
which might be spent in erecting the

| sorely needed dwellings

On health grounds alone the need
of adequate houses is presung Over
crowding bas appalling results in tu-
berculosis and Joss of child Lie. Yet
the taxpayer has to find £14,000,000
a year for the treatment of tuber-
(-lﬂ--

National Factories.

Under a Socialist Covernment na-
| tional factories would be established,
jand private factories would -
mandeered for the purpose
ducing housing materials

The power of the profit-makng
ring which controls the supply of ran
materials would be destroyed by sub-
stituting contrel for the common
good. Grants would be made 1o local
authorities, and they would be en-

oy

of pro

_|couraged instead of being hampered,

n the development of adeq: hous-
ing schemes. 3
e dad’ o A

would be raised and the relegation
of the workers to  hutches without
parloyrs and bathrooms would be im-.
patiently brushed amde

Twelve to Acre.

In any new town planning scheme,
not more than twelve houses would
be built 16 the acre, and cach would
bave 3 garden. Women's Advisory

would be set up 10 en
sure » mamimum of labor saving and

comfore.

Chamberl, made it perfectly clenr]! The whole hearted co operation of
that Protecti was ! b the rk in the building trade
you have a tax on food. would be secured by giving them re
Te ize the Me pe upon the bodies respon-
Baldwin said: “The winter is heve, sible for carrying out all bousing
unemployment is here, our : £= b ding the development of
remedy will cure unemployment, Building "Guilda.
but, thank On these line a Socialist Covern

ment would seek to build at lcast 200.
_lmhmo year
A Socialist Covernment would pr

ployed!
m .IA -

4

-&«-'-,-.&;nba--}
Wa accept the challenge. bousing needs of the peopi- - -
But if the problem is so wgent ae! It is intolerable that wealth

hibit oll luzury buiding.

we ag

will the p of a th

thwa—dhb"mpio,» ‘
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