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RIER IS PREMIER CANADA WANTS

« (Continued from preceding page.)
that’ last ‘year we imported only some
12,447 tons. . The duty on Canadian hay
z0ing. into the States was $4 a ton, and
the ‘exports of this article from Canada
across the border totalled $1,449,000. There
was readily to be seen how much greater
was’ the reciprocity agreement benefit to
the Canadian farmer in this one article
than to the American farmer exporting in-
to Canada.

Take the matter of wheat. There was
a duty of 20 cents a bushel on American
wheat imported into Canada, but we im-
ported to the extent of only $08,000 worth.
The duty on wheat exported into the Unit-
ed States from Canada was 25 cents a
bushel and the exports totalled- $236,000,
Again it ‘was' readily seen that the Can-
adian farmer would be the one most bene!
fited when the duties were withdrawn. So
in the matter of cattle, with the duty
barriers down the- benefits were greatly
in favor of Canada. Im-every item cov-
ered by the agreemen} made between the
two countries in. - agtricultural products,
statistics showed that Canada exported
more to the United States than she import-

ed from across the border. (Applause and
cheers.) { i i

A Striking HExample.

“Removal . of the duty,” continned the
premier, “means that trade will flow from
Canads’ ilithe V;Jnitedl States as water
through a.nfillrace.” " ° . ‘

Sir: frid touched on the matter ‘of
the duty “upon cream. It had been five
cents on' the: d ‘and really by an error
by the United. States, bad been reduc-
ed to five cents a gallon, What was the
result? There was at once a largely in-
credsed ‘export: of our créam to the coun-
try of our neighbors to, the south; so
. much g0, in fact, that Capadian manufac-
9 turers of cheese became alarmed that they
might not get enough for their factories.

“An ‘old friend of mine,” said the prem-
fer, “who was in this business—he i8 now
a millionaire—came to me about it. He
was very much against it because he fear-
ed he would have no cream for his busi-
ness. .

“Where does it go?’ I asked him, and
be answered: “To the United States”, and
he argued that we ghould put on an ex-
port duty.

“Qh,” 1 said, “you can keep all the
eream you want in the country. It is very
simple. Just pay the price that the Am-
ericans pay your client. I know our farm-
ers and dairymen will be only too happy
to sell to you instead of to the Americans.
(Applause.) But if you will not pay the
price the Americans will get it.”

British Preference.

against the reprocity agreement, continued
Sir Wilfrid, was that it would prevent
Canada having a preferential agreement
with Great Britain. This was a great. cry
with the Conservatives, on their platforms
and in their press.

What were the facts. In 1897 the Liber-
al government of Canada gave Great Brit-
ain a preferential tariff, and the Tories
then repelled it with all their might. A
few years later it was increased and
strenuous objections were again made by
the opposition at Ottawa. Then the Lib-
eral government of the dominion increased
it to 331-3 per cent, and still the Tories
were found protesting. “There should,”
they said, “be no preference for Great
Britain in our markets unless Great Britain
gave us a benefit in her markets.”

“We could not bargain with Great
Britain,” continued the speaker, amidst
great applause. ‘“We gave Great Britain a
preference on our own account and for
our own advantage, for our own sake and
there was no bargaining in it at all.”
(Cheers and ringing applause.)

The Tories loudly proclaimed their loy-
alty but their loyalty was most noticeable
at election time. “They insisted that we
chould bargain with Great Britain, but
we gave the preference without bargain-
ing. We gave it readily and we are pre-
pared to increase it if need be, but sn_n;,\ly
on the consideration that we are»Bnhs}h
subjects and because we think it is, as it
has been proved to be, a benefit to Qreat
Britain and to our own Canadian indus-

i
: l’I';-.e!-e was constantly harbored the hope
that Great Britain would do away with
free trade and give Canada a preference,
but Canada wished the Britigh people to
do the best for themselves regardless of
the dominion and if it suited them to
give Canada a preference such would not
be interfered with by the present reciproc-
ity agreement.

Fifect Entirely Different Lines.

If Great Britain gave Capada a prefer-
ence in her markets it would be wpon a
class of goods entirely different to those
covered in the trade agreement of Canada
and the United States. In the latter va-
tural products alone were included, but
what of natural products did England ex-
nort? No, what would be covered by a
Seference given by Great Britain would |

““ipe solely manfactured articles and vhich |
would not be found in the agreement mthi
the republic to the south of us. Tn the
articles of that agreement there was rot a

-and impose high duties again.

‘States we have opened our doors to the

| Bolivia' will - strike. terror in your breasts.

‘about Bolivia is. If there are five men who
‘know where Bolivia is I will

‘ope . article we bought.from Japan, just

away with the agreement if it did not
prove acceptable. (Applause.)
Answers Another Objection.

There was another, objection often heard
in this Tories’ campaign against reciproc-
ity. He and his ministers had been told
they had been hasty and that there was
no necessity for making a bargain for the
reduction of duty with the American gcv-
ernment. They say that after a few years
the Americans will repeal the agreement

He was acquainted with ‘the history of
the American Republic. He was also ac-
quainted with the history of France and
of the Canadian people. There was nothing
more difficult than to reduce a protective

tariff once ‘it iz put up, because jt created

industries in an atmosphere which were de-
veloped by the tariff and which were af-
fected by a reduction. - France ‘tried it
once and failed. The United States tried|
it and failed. And in this case it might be
that the Demacrats. might reduce the|
duties and thus give access.to our mar-!
kets, bot there was only a chance that
they would do so; it. was a bird in the
bush while the agreement we now have was
a bird in the hand.:It was too,"a certain
market at hand as compared with an un-
certain market in other countries.

“You have been told,” ‘eoptinued the
premier, ‘“with ‘wails and lamentations,
that in giving this agreement to the|

old world. What 'does such a statement
mean? They say it is because of some old
treaties entered into by Great Britain in
the days of favored-niation privileges there
are some 'countries to which we will be
compelled by this agreement to apply the
same tariff ‘terms as to the United States.

“Do we find ;Germany' ‘or any of the
great, powers in the list? No.  There is
first, of all Bolivia. I don’t think the name
Is there a man here who knows where
take my
seat. = We have never sold anything to
Bolivia and have we ever bought a thing
from Bolivia?

“Then there is Argentina. But what did
we buy from Argentina? We bought noth-
ing mentioned in this agreement. Well,
you see that the competition we have
from these centres is not gerious at all. It
is ridiculous to say that we need to fear
them at all?”

“Then there was Japan. What did we
buy from Japan. Wheat? No. There was

one; and that was rice. Was that going to
be affected by the reciprocity agreement?
There were twelve in all of these coun-
tries, including also Russia and Denmark,
and the trade in each case, he showed, was
of such character or go small as to render
the Tories’ objections on this score ridicu- |
lous and absurd. ;

Imperial Conference Resolution.

At the imperial conference he had point-
ed out that these old treaties might some
day be an obstacle to future trade for
Canada end he moved a resolution which
was passed unanimously, and at any time
Canada felt pressed by any one of these
nations, his majesty’s government stood
ready to enter into negotiations to render
assistance.

Sir Wilfrid read the resolution meved
by him, passed unanimously at the last
imperial conference and adopted by the
British government.

This resolution was supported by New
Zealand, Bouth Africa and Newfoundland
and approved by the British government
and the latter stood ready to assist at any
time under it. (Applause and cheers.)

“I was branded a traitor and a separatist
by the Tory opress of London and
Canada,” continued Sir Wilfrid. I was
born under the British flag, and the peo-
ple to whom I belong are more free un
der that flag than under any other. (Great
cheering.) The British connection I value
bigh]y. 1 am not a separatist, because I
introduced that resolution.”

Continuing to speak of these treaties,
Sir Wilfrid said that only this year the
British government negotiated with Japan

for renewal of the old commercial treaty |

and had it renewed. Was the step not ap-
proved by Canadians and yet Canada has
a separate agreement with Japan and no
one thinks we are separatists. The same
thing applies to these old treaties and
that was all that need be said on that
score.

The Loyalty Cry.

There were other objections the Tories
raised but he would reply to only one of
them because it was the one they heard
most of. They had been told that the
agreement ‘might be a good one, but as
Loyalists they objected to it because it
would lead to annexation. (Laughter.)
This was the cry used by the Conserva-
tives to defeat the agreement. They weére
never so loyal as today; in fact they were
even more loyal out of office than when
in. Here the premier aptly quoted the
words of one of the leaders when a con-
tingency involving British connection was
put before him: “So much the’worse for
British connection,” was this Tory jeader’s
loyal answer.

Insulting Canadians.
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THE ADDRESS TO SIR WILFRID

-

P. J. G. Knowlton, chairman of the Liberal executive, read the fo}lowing ad-
dress to Sir Wilfrid Laurier, on behalf of the Liberal party of the city and the
county of St. John:

To the Rt. Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier, P. C., G. 0. M.G,, K. C, D. C. L., LL.D::

Sir: Tt is at onee a high honor and a great pleasure to tender to you on this
oceasion, on behalf of the Liberals of the city and of the ¢ity and county of 8t.
John, the warmest possible welcome. The high duties which you, as the first
Canadian statesman of our generation, are engaged in carrying on with such
marked distinction and with such signal statisfaction to the people of the Domin-
ion of Canada, have been interrupted for a short seagon by the necessity for ap-
Dealing to the electors of the country. This intérruption we know will be but brief,
for Sir, although His Majesty’s Opposition have been moved by stubborn folly
and partizan blindness to prevent the satisfactory’ despatch of public business n
parliament, the great mass of the Canadian people desire above all things that the
far-reaching and enlightened pélicies which you have inaugurated  should- be car-
ried forward to completion. It is, therefore, almost a commonplace to assure you
today that the verdict of the people to be registered on September 21 will be an
overwhelming endorsation of your adminiétration, a mandate of _ unparalleled
unanimity to return to your duties as Prime Minister of this, His Majesty’s
greatest dominion oversea, and proceed With those policies and projects which
make so powerfully for the growth, prosperity, and happiness, of the land you
have served so long and so well. R ;

Sir, so, fresh in the minds of your fellow countrymen are the principal mile-
stones of your public career and of your administration, that it would
be unnecessary to refer to them here, were it not that now, as.on some fgm_ler
occasions, your political opponents,feeling the'absolute lack of sound and convincing
arguments with which to appeal to the people, have . resorted (ignobly and inde-
fensibly as we conceive) to certain forms of misrepresentation, to certain appeals
to passion and to prejudice, which, while they might otherwise challenge some
brief public attention in this hour of battle, may be quickly and. definitely re-
futed by simple references to indisputable facts in the public life of yourself and
your administration. : 3

It is a matter of pride with us, Sir, a8 members of the great Liberal party,
that we have as our chieftain not 6nly @ man of proud snd unsull  record, but
one whose wisdom and whose statesmanship have dome so mueh 1 #0° unite: and
render contented, in a common and glorious Canadianism, the men of all races and;
creeds, and to promote in Canada a broad tolerance and a mutual trust and un-
derstanding, to the énd that all citizens of -this country may act fogether for its
glory and its progress and those of the widé-flung empire of which e form a part.

Ang further, Sir, in an hour like this, when political passion cauges some men
to mingle so sacred a thing as loyalty, and so dear a thing as self-respect, mth
their partizam canvasses, it ‘is at once a duty and a matter of pride and inspira-
tion, to refer, however briefly, to the great imperial service rendered by you in
Inaugurating the British preference, thus flashing to the other British dominions
the signal for so conspicuous and preghant a policy—that of giving voluntarily
to the mother country a liberal advantage over foreigners in our markets. 'We
remember, " Si#, the patriotic “enthusiasm which the introduction of the British
preference caused throughout the emipire; but we remember also (though your
opponents when they prate of their loyalty seemingly forget it) the opposition
which the Conservative party made to that policy, and the further opposition they
inade ‘when your administration increaged the preference from twenty-five per
cent to thirty-three and one-third per cent. The whole country recently hailed
with confidence and satisfaction your statement that the Liberal party had made
the British preference the corner-stone of our tariff policy, and that in our com-
mercial relations our fellow subjects of the efpire in ‘other parts of the world
will continue to have the favored position.

Again, Sir, reference may: well be made to the ‘action of your administration
in dispatching the Canadian contingenté to South Africa at a time when the
motherland -had need of her sons oversea; and we tannot refrain from noting
today that the leader of the opposition has as his principal ally in your own
province a man who, at the time the contingents were sent, became noisily con-
spicuons in parliament by his attacks upon yourself and your government for the
patriotic course you were then pursuing.

Sir, we are reminded at this time not only that your government gave Cana-
dian patriotism an outlet in South Africa, where some of our beloved sons died
for the flag, but that recently you have taken steps to create a Canadian navy,
in order that Canada may undertake the defence of her shores in the event of
war, and that this navy, should war come, will become a part of his majesty’s
féeet. subjeét to his control in safeguarding the flag and the honor of the British

mpire.

Here at the winter gateway of the Dominion our people are interested in-
tensely in the problem of transportation, and it is our duty today to acknowledge
a debt of gratitude to you and to your government for the carrying out of your
great national transportation policy of directing Canadian trade through Canadian
channels and building up Canadian ports. Under your administration the prin-
ciple of giving federal aid for the development and equipment of the port of St.
John has become a recognized policy, and it ig a source of keen satisfaction to
us here in St. John to recall how you have seconded, and .are today seconding,

| spiration of my life.

plause and great cheering.) Canada has
the first place in my -heart, Canada, my
native land.” (Renewed cheering).

They were prepared to take the risk.
Canada took it once before. A treaty of
reciprocity was made with the United
States in 1856 by Lord Elgin and was end-
ed ten years later. They would remember
that there never was such prosperity in
Canada as during those ten years until
the present government came into power.
When the treaty was repealed in 1866 it
was a sad blow, but did Sir John A. Mac:
donald, Sir George Cartier or Sir Leonard
Tilley go to the United States then and
say: ‘‘Restore our trade or annex: vs.”
No, the Tories of that time were firmer
than those of today.

When Sir Wilfrid had concluded his dis-
cussion of the events following the annul-
ment of the Elgin reciprocity treaty, and
the applause which greeted him had died
away, he turned his attention to events in
Quebec and denounced in plain and earnest
language the black bargain between Mr.
Borden, the Tory imperialist, and Mr. Bou-
rassa - the Nationalist. Amid cheers he
said:

“I appeal to you who know me and the
work of my administration to uphold me
and my government against the unholy al-
liance of the Tories of Quebec and of the
Tories of Ontario. I am branded in Que-
bec as a traitor to the Krench, and in
Ontario as a traitor to the English. In
Quebec I am branded as a jingo, and in
Ontario as a separatist. In Quebec I am
attacked as an imperialist, and in Ontario
as an anti-imperialist.

“I am neither. I am a Canadian. (Con-
tinued cheering.) Canada has been the in-
I have had before
me as a pillar of fire by night and a pillar

| of cloud by day, a policy of true Canadian-
ism, of moderation and of conciliation. I

have followed it consistently since the day
of our triumph in 1898, and I now appeal
with confidence to the whole Canadian
people to uphold me in this policy of sound
Canadianism which makes for the great-
ness of our country and of the empire.”

As Sir Wilfrid concluded the whole audi-
ence, on the platform and in the body ot
the rink, sprang to their feet and gave
the gpeaker three cheers and a tiger which
made the windows rattle and could be
heard for blocks away. Three rousing
cheers and a tiger for the king followed;
and then, while many resumed their seats,

ier and hundreds seized him by the hand.
times they® almost bore-him off his feet,

ant party.

hotel.
Outside in the street

signal for more® prolonged

the car and was borne away.

ANOTHER FALSE

0. W. Wetmore Denies Mis-
leading Letter in the
Standard

FAVORS RECIPROCITY

Better Markets and Bigger Busi-
ness Should Not Be Turned Down

Beneficial.

To the Editor of The Telegraph:
reciprocity,

our produce trade.

many more surrounded Sir Wilfrid Laur-

He stood, the centre of a group of wildly
enthusiastic crowd, smiling and shaking
man after man by the hand, though at

so eager were those in the rear to have
the honor of a handshake with the hero
of the hour,and the leader of the triumph-
It was with great difficulty
that the few police present could clear an
aisle through the wildly cheering crowd,
and enable Sir Wilfrid, 'still smiling and
debonnaire, to reach the motor car that
was in waiting to carry him back to his

d : a vast .throng
awaited his appearance, which was the
and hearty
cheering. Tired as he was, he acknowl-
edged the cheers and then disappeared in

-~ STATEMENT

Clifton Man Thinks Opportunity for

—He Explains Why it Should be

Sir: On Aug. 19th a letter from a cor-
respondent who signs himself “Kingston
Liberal,” appeared in the columns of the
Standard stating that 1 was opposed to
and had stated that if the
agreement came in force it would ruin me.
I wish to state most emphatically that I
have never expressed myself as opposed to
reciproeity or that it would be ruinous to
I have said that I
thought it might affect our very early pro-
duce, but felt that we would have a more
steady market in the line of garden stuff.
The American article will hardly be used
at any price as soon as our own is avail-
able. I can hardly think that “Liberal”
has changed his mind through any remarks
I have made. In using my name I think
he should have been fair enough to use

THOUSANDS LINED
~ STREETS TO SEE THE .
~ GREAT PROCESSION

Greatest Ever Seen in St.

of VGreat Scene.

Demonstration in Honor of Sir Wilifrid‘ Laurier Last Night

John for Political Leader—

Bands, Torchlights and Automobiles Added to Splendor

Last night was one long to be remem-
bered in St. John. The demonstration
given in honor of Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
premier of Canada, has only been equalled
on two occasions in the memory of the
citizens of St. John, and on these occasions
members of the royal family who after-
wards ascended the throne of the empire
were welcomed by the Loyalist city. Laur-
ier was the word in everyone’s mouth last
night, and his coming has completely shat-
tered what remained of the hope of the
Conservatives to retain one of the seats in
this double constituency.

This was aptly expressed by a Conserva-
tive ‘'who ‘rang up The Telegraph office
early last evening ‘to inquire if an over-
flow meeting was to be held.

“There are 8,000 people trying to crowd
into - Victoria rink already,” he said. “I
never saw such a demonstration in my life.
I have always voted Comservative; but 1
see this time that Laurier is the man the
people want.”

The unpleasant drizzle ~which fell the
greater part of the afternoon and con-
tinued into the evening abated not a whit
the overwhelming enthusiasm and tumultu-
ous. ‘welcome to the man who has four
times' been chosen to direct the affairs of
the country. At 7 o'clock the crowds be-
gan to assemble in Water street, where the
torches were distributed, and thousands
were handed out in a very short time.
Aged workingmen marched side by side
with dapper young clerks, the veteran
lined up with the youngster, all intent on
but one thought—that of honoring Laur-
ier. Very fittingly the banner of the
Trades and Labor Counal was carried aloft
in the Liberal procession, advertising the
picnic to be held at Watters’ Landing on
Labor day. In this election as never be-
fore the labor men are rallying to the sup-
port of the government which guards their
interests so carefully and has taken up
for them the fight against special privi-
lege.

Col. J. L. McAvity and Major S. B.
Smith were kept very busily engaged in
marshalling the forces, and were assisted
by about 100 marshals, drawn from the
Liberal committees.

Almost as soon as the torches were
handed out the streets were packed with
citizens anxious to see the starting off of
the parade and applaud the central figure.
Prince William and XKing streets were
lined with a crowd who cared little for the
heavy mist and damp pavements, but wait-
ed patiently for the premier to appear.

Apparently, indescribable confusion
reigned in King, Canterbury and Prince
William streets during the half hour be-
fore the parade started, but through all
the noise and tumult there ran complete
organization and when the time came for
the parade to start the marshals had their
material well in hand. Thirty automobiles,
many of them handsomely decorated, were
thumping their engines and tooting their
horns in a demonstrative welcome, and
from Prince William street came the cheers
of thousands as the torchbearers were
forming up. Rockets flared to the sky and
the lurid glare of the torches lit up the
faces of those who had gathered to de-
clare themselves for Laurier and larger
markets.

Deafening Chesrs.

It was only a few minutes past the
scheduled time of 7.30 o'clock when deaf-
ening cheers from the vicinity of the Royal

passed by. I[n the second car were Hon.
Charles Marcil, the able and. eloguent
speaker of the last house of commons;.
James Lowell, the Liberal candidate for
the city and county of St. John; who has
a tremendous following in the eity and
who was greeted with remarkable en-
thusiasm. John Keeffe, the ‘ex-president
of the Liberal executive, was also in this
car. The automobiles then fell into line
and the ranks of the torch-bearers closed
up until thére was almost an unbroken
line of glaring flame over néarly the whole
route from the foot of King street to Viec-
toria rink, éo lengthy was the procéssion.
Others in the autos were: F. B. Carvell,
the Liberal candidate for Carleton county;
W. E. Foster, James Pender, W. H. Bar-
naby, T. H. Estabrooks, E. Lantalum, J.
8. Gregory, W. J. Mahoney, George Mec-
Avity, W. C. Allison, W. A. Lockhart,
W. E. Scully, T. Collins, M. J. Nugent,
J. V. Russell, C. B. Allan, T. McA. Stew-
art, Dr. A. F. McAvenny, T. H. Bullock,
Percy Burnham, Dr. C. F. Gorham, Chas.
A. Knodell, M. D. Coll, Wm./ Knodell,
Senator Domville, Semator Ellis, A. 'W.
Adams and many others.

The five bands in the procession playéd
stirring music throughout the mgrch and
added much to the inspiring character of
the procession. When the parade arrived
at the rink it was found that not only
the building itself but the street in the
vicinity was thronged with an immense
crowd and it only required a moment to
see that none of those in the procession
would be able to hear the speeches.

Faithfully following out the programme,
Sir Wilfrid, Hon. Dr. Pugsley, Mr. Lowell,
Mr. Carvell and Mr. Knowlton ascended
the reviewing stand just outside the .rink
and watched the entire procession pass in
review.

The premier appeared to splendid ad:
vantage as he stood to the fromt, erect,
under the powerful electric light with his
keen eyes flashing over the crowd who
were extending themselves in one last
grand ffort of adulation. When the last
of the parade arrived, the ministerial
party lost no time in entering the rink
and went upon the platform only a few
minutes late.

Order of Procession.

The order of procession was:
Mounted Police.
62nd Regt. Band, in Mufti.
Car No. 1—Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Hon. Wm.
Pugsley, F. G. J. Knowlton.
Car No. 2—Hon. Chas. Marcil, James,
Lowell, John Keeffe. °
Guard 100 men with Torches and Flags.
Car No. 3—F. B. Carvell, W. E. Foster.
Car No. 4—Jas. Pender, W. H. Barnaby,
T. H. Estabrooks.
100 Men-—Torches and Flags.
No. 5—E. Lantalum, J. S. Gregory,
W. J. Mahoney.
No. 6—W..C. Alison, W. A. Lock-
hart, W. E. Scully, T. Collins.
100 Men.
No. 7—M. J. Nugent, J. V. Russell,
C. B. Allan.
No. 8—T. McA. Stewart, Dr. A:F.
MeAvenney, Thos. H. Bullock,
Dr. C. F. Gorham.
Artillery Band, in Mufti.
100 Men.
9—Senator ~ Domville,
Fllis, A. W. Adams.
Car No. 10. i
100 Men.

Car
Car

No. Senator

hotel conveyed to the waiting thousands
the information that Sir Wilfrid had left
the hotel and entered the first automobilc
in line. As Hon. William Pugsley, Minis-
ter of Public Works and the Liberal ean-
didate for the city of St. John, followed.!
he was also greeted with hearty cheers.|
and the two leaders were joined by I'. J.i
G. Knowlton, chairman of the Liberai
executive. 4

While the car was waiting to be assigned
its place in the parade, hundreds of elect-!
ors of the city and province gathered
about, and the cheering in honor of Sir|
Wilfrid was almost continuous. The coun-|
try people' were much in evidence and
some of the more prominent visitors were|
presented to the premier informally, while
crowds in every direction were cheering
themselves hoarse. A mounted policemaul
led the procession to clear the path, and |
was followed by a band. The premier’s;
car then moved forward between two lines|
of sturdy voters as a bodyguard, all fur- |
nished with torches and tlags. Defying 1hei

the torches could not have|

Car No. 1.
Car No. 12.
190 Men.
Car No. 13!
ar Neo. 13,
Band.
129 Men.
ar No. 15
Cae No. 16
199 Men.
‘ar No. 17.
Car No. 18.
190 Men.
Car No. 19.
Car No. 20.
Band.
100 Men
Car No. 2.
Car No. 22,
100 Men.
Car No. 23.
Clar. No. 28
190 Men.
Car No. 55

Car No. 26.
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the efforts of the minister of public works, who so worthily represented us in
the house of commons, in carrying forward a broad and harmonious scheme of
harbor development here. In this connection we might refer happily to the

his own. Ever since I was a boy I have dampness,

heard the expression used: “If we could

Band.

eyllable or letter referring to Aduties on
100 Men.

3 : “My opinion of this ery,” said Sir|
manufactures. Therefore Canada was in a

Wilfrid, *4s that it is at’ once absolute| burned more brightly and the flags werel

waved vigorously enough to suit the

position to enter into this agreement with
the United States without prejudicing in
the slightest degree our bargaining with
Great Britain if she should wish to bar-|
gain with us. . ‘
The reciprocity agreement was a Aimple |
trade agreement. It could be cepealed atg
any time, and this was distinctly ect out|
in the correspondence between Messts.
Fielding and Paterson on ‘the une hand |
and Mr. Knox on the other. The follow-|
ing letter from Messrs. Fielding and Pat-
erson was read by Sir Wilfrid. 4
“The governments of the two countries|
having made this agreement from the con- |
viction that, if confirmed by the necessary |
legislative authorities, it will benefit the |
peoples on both sides of the horder Jine, |
we may reasonably hope and expect that
the arrangement, if so confirmed, will re-|
main in operation for a considerable per-!
iod. Only. this expectation on the part of |
both governments would justify the time]
and labor that have been employed in the.
maturing of the proposed measure. Never-
theless, it is distinctly understood that we |
do not attempt to bind for the future the
action of the United States- congress or
the parliament of Canada, but that each|
of those authorities shall be absolutely free |
to make any change of tariff policy or of,
any other matter covered by the present
arrangement that may be deemed expedi-
ent. We look for the continuance of the
arrangement, not because either party is
bound to it, but because of our convic-
tion that the more liberal trade policy thus
to be established will be viewed by the |

people of the United States and Canada as|

oné which will strengthen the friendly re-|
lations now happily prevailing and promote |
the commercial interests of both coun-|
tries.”

nonsense and an insult to the intelligence |
of Canadians.” He supposed a Conserva-
tive standing before him and he asked him
to explain if the agreement were to lead
to annexation how that was to take place. |
Farnishing the answer, Sir Wilfrid said |
there were only two ways—force or per-|
suasion—the United States most conquer‘
us or we must vote to be annexed. There |
was no other way. No one had dared say |
yet that the result of this agreement
would Le war. On the contrary, the agree-
ment was a bond of peace and amity and |
good will. There would be no conquering, |
then it must be by the will of the (,.'ma»;
dian people and he was quite sure that|
those who said the agreement would lead
to annexation would not vote for annexa-{
tion. [

“Rurther than this,” said Sir Wilfrid |
—and thunders of applause followed—I!
will offer to make a bargain and put an|
end to this. I.et Mr. Borden answer for |
the Tories and I will answer for the
Grits.”

Not Afraid.

“Further the Tories eought to argue
that if the agreement were made, the Am-
ericans would tire of it after a few years|
and put up the protective duties and
thereby kill trade. “Here’s a trade admit- |
tedly profitable,” he said, “But after a|
few vears, they tell us, we will Lave to|
! seek markets elsewhere. Is that a reason |
| againgt it. Are Britons afraid to take a|
risk?”’ !

A voice—"'No sir!” |

Sir Wilfrid—That's right, sir. There's
the proper gpirit. T thank that man.”
(Applause.) |

Sy \Wilirid quoted a Toronto Board ,;r:__m : = =
| Trade resolution setting forth fear of al our nationality, and annexation would fol-

progressive national policy of your administration in promoting the construction
of the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway and in encouraging the completion of still
a third transcontinental road linking uP the ports of the Pacific with those here
on the Atlantic, and giving added breadth and new prosperity to the vast coun-
try lying in the interior and now increising so rapidly in wealth and population.

In this city, as in these Maritime Provinces generally, the principal issue
upon which you are appealing to the pople today—that embodied in the so-call-
ed Fielding-Paterson trade agreement with the United States—is one of command-
ing interest and popularity by reason of the fact that it will give our leading
produets free entry to a great natural market—an advantage which has been sought
by the leading statesmen of both political parties for forty years past. Attempt-
ing to ignore the records of Sir John Macdonald and all of his leading lieutenants
on this question, the Conservative party today stultifies itself by the false and
unfounded assertion that the introduction of this trade policy will tend toward
disloyalty and Imperial disintegration. Sir, we remember that leading members
of the British government of the day have expressed themselves as favorable to
reciprocity, and the King's advisers ave not disloyal. Moreover, a dispassionate
egamination of the ecomomic aspects of the question convinces all reasoning men
that the benefits following this measure of freer trade will add immeasurably to
the prosperity of this ¢ity and this province, and, indeed, to that of all Canada;
and we feel that in seeking to hide their own weakness by making loyalty a
campaign iesue, your political opponents are shaming their own intelligence and
deliberately insulting a vast majority of the people of this dominion.

We hail reciprocity as another of the great milestones in the history of your
administration, and we regard it as true beyond dispute that a poliey which will
make for the added happiness and prosperity of this loval dominion must make
Canada an additionally powerful and contented member of the British Empire.

Honored Sir. a word in conclusion. Sinee you accepted leadership of the Lib-
eral party in 1887, when the prospects of our party and of our country alike were
dark, up to the present day when yoa can look back upon a record outshining
any other in our history in point of statesmanlike achievement, the Liberals of this
city and of this province have recognized the high quality of your personal honor,
the clear wisdom of vour leadership, the vision and the patriotism which have
marked your every public act. You come now, Sir, as our honored Commander-
in-Chief. inspecting here one of the outposts of the great Liberal army which goes
into battle on September 21. Permit us to assure you that in this city and in
this province. we are profoundly convinced. the great mass of the electorate will
on that day by the most significant majorities peaffivm their faith in the adminis-

only have the American markets open to staunchest Tory Audiense

us the young people would not leave the
farms.” Now that we have got a chance I
feel that we should take advantage of it,
as it may never offer again. It certainly

gteady market for all kinds of natural

berries, which are raised largely in this
section, the shipment of which was dis-

some years ago. My attention was called
to these letters while attending rifle
matches at Ottawa last week, hence the
delay in replying.

Thanking you for space, I am,

Yours truly,
0. W. WETMORE,
Chifton, N. B., Aug. 28.

mm—— T

tration of which you are the honored and invineible chief.

promote such a degrading doctrine as that.

( LIBERAL )

WARDROOMS

The Liberal Ward Rooms for the
various wards are located as follows:—

QUEENS, - DUKES, SYDNEY—
Climo’s Entrance, 85 Gérmain street.

KINGS—Oddfellows' Hall, 8 Union
street.

WELLINGTON--LeLacheur Hall, 19
Brussels street.

PRINCE—C. A. C. Rooms, 22 Wa-
terloo street, (over Joe Dalzell s.)

VICTORIA—Victoria Rink.

DUFFERIN—G09 Main street, (next
McConnell’'s Grocery.)

LORNE, LANSDOWNE, - STAN-
LEY—Temple of Honor Hall. Main st.

GUYS—0Qddfecllows’ Hall, West End.

looks as though we would have a more

products and certainly better for straw-

continued after the war duty was imposed

The enthusiastic populace crowded th
street in one solid mass from the building
right to the street car track, leaving jut
room enough for the automobiles to pass
As Sir Wilfrid passed through pandemon
ium reigned, and his experience at the)
coronation in passing through the lines of
cheering millions must have stood him in
good stead, for the cheering was prolonged
from the time he left the hotel almost until|
he reached the rink. |

All along Charlotte and Union streets|
and the greater part of the way down|
Brussels street the people formed one un-|
broken line along the line of march and
cheered lustily as the well known ﬁgurcs]

(ar Na. 27
(lar No. (28
100 Men.
Car No. 29.
Car No. 30,
100 Men.
Thousands of Followers.

Canada’s trade with the United
States fifteen years ago was $111,-
022,513. Last year it had increas-
ed to over $404,000,000. Are Oan-
adians less loyal because their
trade with that country incredsed
almost four-fold in fifteen years ?

THE RINK DECORATIONS

The interior of the Victoria rink had
been very nicely decorated. Union Jacks,
ensigns and Canadian flags literally cov-|
lered the walls. From the centre, long
| lines of flags ran to the sides of the rink,|
| glving the eceiling the appearance ol a;
gaily decorated wheel.

Up and down the)
| walls long strips of red, white and blue |
bunting were arranged. On the face of |
| the baleony the panels were covered with |
! red, white and blue backgrounds, while !
| coats of arms in rich gilt adorned the|
| centre of each panel. Flags were every-|
| where, on the roof, along the walls and|
| hanging from the Daleony. \\'hereverf
| flags would add to the brightness there |
they were placed. ?

i

_ience had been supplied with’ a:small
| Union Jack and not one seemed at all
| backward in displaying it  to the best.ad-
vantage.

The lighting of the large auditorium had
been well looked after. Rows of:large
tumgsten lamps vied with the are lamps
in adding brillianey to the vast sea of
waving color.
St. John has there been such a demon-
stration as .marked the appearance of Sir
Wilfrid on the . platform. Union Jacks
floated, waved and soared in the air g0
that the people were lost to sight under
a canopy of red.

In front of the building large - numbers
of tungsten lamps had been placed and
these lent their brilliancy to the exterior
features.

Never in the history of !

The front of the platform was covered |
| with bunting in which were entwined| The decorations in the rink were put
| small Union Jacks and Canadian eusigns.iin place under the supervision of A. In
| Practically every person in that vast aud-' vine, of Macaulay Bros. & Co..

agreement | low? “I admire what the United States has

“T am ashamed of the man who would | done for advancement of the world, but
put up such an argument as that. (Hear,|much as 1 admire the United States, I
hear.) Iam ashamed that any man should' love Canada, my native land, more. (Ap-

This understanding was confirmed by | disruption of trade should the
Mr. Knox in his reply. i [ be passed and then repealed. Was it the|
Under these provisions the Canadian | British spirit to say, as this meant, that |

| meopla wara at liberty at amy time to do| rather than submit to this we would sell|

BROOKS—McCaulay’s Building, St.
John street. 9-21




