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The Conscription Act

Military Service Bill as Discussed and Am ended Explained in Languag.
Free From Legal Phrascology — What the Exemption Clause
Mean—Local Tribunals Distinct From “Reporting "—Various Ap-
pals Elucidated and Procedure Outlined

(Toronto Star)

Here is a plain-language story of how
a citizen liable to conscription will fare
under the military service act, provided
the measure becomes law in the form
in which it was left by committee yes-
terday. It is a complicated bill, and,
after it is passed, will be supplemented
by many regulations as to details. The
following article is compiled from a
study of the bill itself and from answers
given by the ministry in the house. The
Star will cheerfully answer questions
upon points not covered in this article,
if such are.sent to the Telegraph Editor.

Staff Correspondent.)

Ottawa, July 14—This is what hap-
pens to John Doe under Canada’s mili-
tary service act. And it will happen to
him whether he spells his name Doe,
D’Eau or Dough. French or English,
rich or poor, he will fare the same, so
long as he is a British subject resident
in Canada. John is a single: man be-
tween the ages of 20 and 84; that is, he
is included even if he was born as long
ago as January 1, 1883. He belongs to
the first class, and perhaps the only class
which will be called out under Canada’s
new conscription law. If John 1is a
widower ‘without children, or is a di-
vorced man without children dependent
on him, he is considered unmarried.

To follow John’s career it has to.be
presumed that the bill has gone through
parliament, has been assented to by the
governor-general, and has become law.
If, since that assent, any man or news-
paper has been: urging John %o evade
the provisions of the act, that man or
newspaper has become liable to penal-
ties' ranging from ten dollars up.to a

$500 fine and one year’s imprisonment,.

or, in the case of the paper, to suppres-
sion. But let it be supposed that John
has not been influenced in this way; per-
haps has been thinking very little about
the conscription law at all.

When He Sees the Call

One day he reads in his newspaper, or
sees on a poster, a proclamatiory which
calls his class to the colors. This pro-
clamation tells him that if he desires to
claim exemption he must go before a
local tribunaliupon a day named, at a
certain place not too far from where
he lives. If he makes no claim he must
“report,” that is, he must go to some
military authority who is named in the
proclamation, at a date later than that
on which the local tribunal sits. It is
.important to remember the distinction
between going before a. tribunal,
which is only necessary in case an ex-
emption is claimed, and “reporting,”
which is the later process, and consists
of reporting one’s self to the militla, so
as to be placed on service later. Presum-
ing that John reports without atténding
the tribunal, the only reason upon which
he is likely to be exempted would be
the discovery of some physical defect

by the military doctor.

s

That is, he
might be rejected, just as an applicant
under the voluntary system has been. If

he is accepted, he is instructed, under |

regulations yet to be made, as to when
he will go into military training for ac-
tive service.

But John Doe may claim an exemp-
tion, especially if his name is spelled
D’Eau, somebody may have told him
to sit pat and neither claim exemption
nor report. That “somebody” is liable
to the penalties already mentioned, while
John himself, if he follows the advice
so far as non-reporting is concerned, is
liable to imprisonment not exceeding
five years with hard labor. And it is
pretty well conceded that he can be
taken from jail to the front anyway.

If He Claims Exemption

. Suppose, however, that John claims
an exemption. If so, he must urge his
claim before reporting, and the one place
to urge it is the local tribunal. This
court (there will be hundreds of them)
consists of two men. John may go to
any such' court in his province, though
he will naturally go to the nearest one.
Of the two members, one has been ap-

. pointed by a bi-partizan commitee of

parliament; the other has been appoint-
ed by the county judge and may be
that person himself. The court is not a
ver{;e ormal one. Counsel are not likely
to allowed except under special and
unusual circumstances. The members of
the tribunal receive no pay, but any man
who refuses to act upon such a body is
liable to imprisonment not exceeding
twq years. i

It is before this court that John ap-
pears. The evidence may not be taken
down by a stenographer; in fact, the
whole proceedings will be free from
red tape. It may be that John is un-
certain as to his age and finds definite
proof difficult to secure. In that case it
would be his duty o go before the tri-
bunal and submit his evidence, and let
the court decide. If he is held to be
under 20 or over 34, he, of course, goes
back home and does not have to report
with the class which has been called
out,

There are a large number of claims
for exemption  which John may pre-
sent. He may say that it is in the
national interest to keep him on the
farm or in a munition plant, or in a
mine, or on his fishing boat, or on a
railway, or wherever he works. He
has to prove this. The court may tell
him that his place is one which can
be taken by an older man or by a
woman. The whole thing is for the
court to decide under regulations which
are yet to be framed.

May Have Special Qualifications.

It may also be found that John,
while of no special use to the nation
in his present position, has special
qualifications for some position in the
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Buy Your Sugar as
You Buy Flour

You purchase flour by the barrel, why not sugar by

the bag ? .
Tt’s used every day in your home—buy it as economi-
cally es you do the flour you use less frequently.
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‘he does get it and the representative of
Ei‘nc militia department who attends each
local tribunal enters an appeal.

lends his own, is subject to imprison-
ment of not more than six months.

If a certificate is lost, a duplicate will
be issued for fifty cents. A man who
claims to be exempted must be able to
produce his certificate whenever a peace
officer requires it, or he is liable-to be
fined as much as $100 or imprisonment
for as long as one year.

When He Appeals

But to get back to John Doe. Sup-
pose that he does not get his exemption
and wishes to appeal. Or suppose that

Then
Jehn’s case is regarded as not conclud-
ed and he does not have to report when
the day for reporting arrives. His ap-
peal is forwarded to an official known
as the registrar, and the latter decides
where it shall be heard.

Tach court of appeal which hears such
cases will consist of only one man, and
he must be a judge. If there was a
county court judge on the local tribunal
the appeal judge for that case must be of
a higher court. In either case he is the
appointee of the chief justice of the
province. John Doe must go before
whatever one of these appeal judges the
registrar names. Having been before
one focal tribunal,' he cannot go before
another such (penalty $100 to $1,000),

HALIFAX

neighborhood, where he can do more
to help win the war than if he went

to the front. In that case he can be
allowed to take the position in Qgues-
tion if he so wishes, 7

If John is a college boy or under-
going some other form of education or
training he may get an exemption for
a limited time only, if he can show
that it is in the national interest. A
case in point would be that of a student
approaching the end of his .term, and
liable to lose the course he has taken
if he does not complete i.

There is another, and very important,
exemption possible. John may be able
to prove that serious hardship would
ensue if he were placed on actlve service,
owing to his exceptional financial. or
business obligations or domestic position.
It will be noted that the word “obliga-
tions” means what it says, and therefore
means liabilities and not assets. It does
not excuse the rich man. Exemption
for “domestic position” would likely be
granted to such cases as the only son
of a widowed mother, but this would
be for the tribunal to decide. The act
gives the central appeal judge, with the
cabinet’s consent, the power to make
regulations to secure uniformity in the
findings of the various local tribunals.
In Case of Ill-Health,

Ill-health or an infirmity may get
John Doe exemption. The court will
have him physically examined, though
presumably not by a military doctor.
If he does not get exemption from the
court, he may still be rejected by a
military doctor, when he reports. If
he is a man with an obvious infirmity,
there will be no need for a doctor at
all. He will forthwith be sent home
by the tribunal. He may present, if he
so desires, the certificate of his family
physician. This will naturally be taken
into consideration by the court, especially
if it tells of tubercular parentage, or
something of that sort, but there is

no obligation upon the court to accept
Iit. If John is so foolish as to make
".lse statements in seeking this or any

her form of exemption, he makes him-

If liable to imprisonment not exceeding

velve months with hard labor. If a
doctor issues to him a false certificate
he likewise is liable to the same penalty.
John Doe may be a Mennonite or a
Doukhobor, or a Quaker, or a member
of some other well recognized religion
which specifically prohibits its people
from taking part in combatant military
service. In that case, he will be ex-
empted from service in a combatant
unit. But it will not be sufficient for
him to say that he has conscientious ob-
jections to war. He must show mem-
bership in good faith in one of the well-
recognized sects whose teachings pro-
hibit him from fighting. He cannot get
excmption on the general ground that
all Christian churches teach “Thou shalt
not kill.”

If John is a clergyman or minister of
a recognized church or even a divinity
stucent, he will be exempted.

Some Not in the Bill.

There are a number of exemptions
which exist in the public mind, but
which are . certainly not in the bill.
John, for instance, may have offered
himself for voluntary service and been
rejected. It does not matter. His A
R. button will not save him unless he
gets his rejection reaffirmed by the local
tribunal, or by the military authorities,
to whom he reports later.

Or John may have wed; perhaps since
the bill was passed. That will not save
him. Unless he was married prior to
July 6, of this year, he is considered
single.

Ther there is a prevalent idea that if
John is a member of Canada’s regular
or reserve militia or home defence force,
he is execmpt for that reason. It is not

s0. Members of the Q. O. R. or 48th
must report for service just like anyone

Also sold in 2 and b Ib. cartons;
10, 20 and 50 Ib. bags, half-
barrels and barrels.
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on other grounds. ' One such ground
would be that they have seen overseas
service in this war.'” Al men with an
honorable discharge are exempt. The
exemption also ‘upplies to members of
the navy or of the' British imperial
forces, ur of forces of other dominions.
hers Can Apply for Him

That about exhausts the possibilities
of exemption. If John himself is too
proud to seek relief from service under
them, his wife or anyone else can ap-
parently make applicetion “in respect of”
him, as the bill says. If he is exempted,
he gets a certificate’ which, however, may
be later withdrawn under regulations yet
to be framed. If he is exempted on the
grounds of conscientious objection, it
will.be .only a conditional certificate, for
he may. possibly be utilized for a non-
combatant battalion.: If his exemption
is by reason' of educational training, of
for financial obligations or domestic po-
sition, it will also be conditional. A
certificate may simply exempt a man
from the class then being called out and
transfer him to the next class. A man
holding a conditional certificate must
notify the registrar three days after the
conditions mentioned .in it cease to ex-
ist, or he is liable to a fine of not over
$250. Anyone who tampers with a cer-
tificate or tries to use somebody else’s or
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| which is sold and recom- §
mended by the leading

| druggists throughout the
Maritime Provinces.

2 sizes—25¢ and 50c
Always keep a jar handy

Send 3c in stamps for
a generous size sample.

The Mentholatum Co.

17 Lewis St., Bridgeburg, Ont.
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else, unless they ‘can secure exemption

but must take his chance before the ap-
| peal court.
| The proceedings before this body may |
i partake more of the nature of a re-trin{1J
lthnn an appeal. John may have a new |
| witness, or the militia department may !
have one. Technicalities and formali- |
ties will be taboo. The main object of;
the court will be to get at the facts. |
The decision of the appeal court will.;
in most instances, end the case. There |
is, however, a second appeal for either
John or the militia department if the
conditions of the case are such as will
be outlined in regulations yet to be
made, These are to be drawn up by the
central appeal judge, who is to be .a
member of the supreme court and who
will®also be the judge to hear these ap-
peals unless he appoints other judges
of the supreme court to assist. He is
the court of last resort and his decision
is-absolutely final.

At the Final Decision

If John Doe carries his case that far
and is exempted, the .decision stands.
If he is not exempted, to. tu¢ war he
must go. No habeas corpus or injunc-
tion mandamus or .certiorari will avail
against the tribunals which have con-
sidered his case.

He may be sent to the navy. That
will hardly be probable unless he has
special qualifications. He may even go
into the Flying Corps or the artillery.
But mostly he will be allocated to the
infantry. Any wishes in the matter
which he expresses will be ‘“considered,”
but not necessarily followed. ‘“Bayonets”
are the need of the hour, and most
“Johns” will have no choice.

After drying salt for table use, do not
fill the salt cellars until the salt is quite
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TWO-THIRDS OF CANADA

FOR TIMBER CROPS

(From Canadian Forestry Association.)
One of the surprises to those visiting
Europe in peace times is the method by
which all lands are carefully examined
and put to work according to their cap-
acity. No farmer is permitted to locate
on non-agricultural soil, and at the same
time, good farming soil cannot be re-
tained under such a crop as timber.
Canada has only made a beginning at
applying such a policy of business ef-
ficiency in the use of the nation’s natural
resources. Thousands of farmers are
today tied to farts that produce only
a few dollars an acre, their efforts and
ambitions practically wasted in a time

when man-power is at a high premiung
Taking the whole of Canada’s area, mort
than two-thirds will never produce fielc
crops, and the bulk of the two-thirds
will prove profitable under only one
crop, namely timber.

All efforts for the protection of th
forests against fire and other forms o
needless waste aim to keep in a pro
ductive condition those millions of acre
that can never grow field crop*( Can
ada holds a tremendous nati¥gal ad
vantage in her forests, but from th
beginning of the last century about twc
thirds of the original inheritance ha
been destroyed by fires. Nearly al
modern countries have put an end t
forest fires by carefully organized pro
tective systems.
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The Battle Creek Toasted

hard; otherwise it will harden in a
hump.
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Head Office and Factory: London, Ont.

~ Tobesure you get Kellogg's
Toasted Corn Flakes, insist on
this package.
Refuse all substitutes.

It is the original.
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“YOU ARE WELCOME"!'”
Wherever DUN LOP TIRES are

sold—and that means every city,
town, and hamlet in Canada—the
Service Latch—String of welcome is
always hanging out, no matter what
tire equipment you use.
The service, as noted, is
unprejudiced, but, if
owners of Dunlop Tires

)
Masters

have any advantage, it
is this: they have less rea-

9
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son to seek the service and

more reason to appreciate the value of a

tire being made trouble-proof at the start.
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