
lt?',">

!>•

.'^^'f
' »

r.' .• •

v«

>;
1

',''
'

J
1

4

Vf''.
1 .. •

ff
*••'«

,

. •

^•-*

*-^*

•I

'Sv'hcthcr by ordination or pos-:"^>.ion, cv.n j)r()'-? thoir Scsc'enl

fi-om the a:iciciit Saints ;lncl Eisliops oi" these I^-Ies. It is

u ])ositivc fact, that tliey, and tlicy ('/:>ii/-, can trace their

Ordinations from IVtcr and j';iul, thr{.!!c]i Patrick,

Angustinc, Thcodcro, Colman, ( 'ohnnl)a, David, Cuthbcrt,

Cliad, AnSL'lni, O^jmund, anil all t'le otiicr ^\()^thics of ou>-

Cliurch. No PoiTish Bishops can hv anv i)'i-siliilitv trac

their spiritual descent by ordination f- om the orii.;'nd i)astors

of our Churches
; for t'iicir line of succession ]>.L;-an at Kome,

scarcely more than two Ccntuvi(>s a^^o ; and none of them
have ever received Ordination from any ])ritlsh or Irish

Bishops, de^f-cndcd from the ancient line of Prelates, uho
for so many ages have rcprcsenttxl the Apostles in these

realms "*

I must observe, however, llrat I 5,pcak of the Church
•of England as an Ecclcsiasucal bodv or reliuious So-

ciety, and not as a political institution or national Estab-

lishment. This is a distinction of the utmost importance

;

as almost all the objc':'tioiis to the P.eformed English

Church are founded upon certain historical facts relating to

the latter vicn- ; whereas the truth of a religion must be

considered as altogether independent of its connexion Avith

the State; though it must be confessed that a considerable

prejudice naturally arises from attending chiefly to the

•character and motives of the English statesmeii v.iio -were

instrumental in establishing the change of religion in the

country.

It must be ndmitted that, in an Ecclesiastical point of

Tiew, there wer.- some defects and irregularities in the

legal Establishment of the English Peformation at the

accession of Queen Elizabeth ; but these arose irom the

peculiar circumstances of the times, and cannot affect the

* Palmer's Urigiues Lituruicsc. Vol. II. p. 252. (Ed. 18.-B'J.»
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