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are time to reflect ; and, when calm reflectionmtuHis, those things which would please you „oTmy prove to you a source of very'painful sensatU

those cheerless reflections, which such an event»ust ur^voidably produce. The protracted con-
tention of a church inflicts many wounds, whichyou have yet to feel. Did you'behold so itude inthe house of God, his children dispersed in th"world, and the enemies of religion, by .your means
confirmed in their prejudices f th; medit^ions ofyour solitary moments, would not V the same as
to day. Gor^ to God in the hi^he.t ; m earthpeace, good will toicard men, would not he yourlong, in the house of your pilirri«iagc. Do notpersuade yoj^rselves that these events may occur
without impairing your own peace of mind Themere consciousness of ^ourpart in this contention,
must have a saddening effect upon your reliLnoui
enjoyments

; and what will you fed, when God
deals with you as a father deals with his unduti-
ful children ? H.s paternal lave may preserve youfrom destruction ; hut it will save you so as byhre

: and, should you ever experience the cor-
rections of mercy, you will feel them to be hea.
yiier, than you are well able to bear.

But, granting that none of the adversities ctT
life should ever assail you

; (and may you brethren,
always enjoy tiie loving kindness of the Lord aiidalways rejoice in the light of his countenance;)
yet, though you should live an hundred years and
rejoice m them all ; there are days of darknc s.3 tobe encountered, when even the voice of reiorcin-
hegets sadness of heart. No prosperity can\rrest
the progress of that period, m which even thetrong men bow themselves and descend into the
grave. It is eusy to conceive, what you would wishyour latter end to be. You would wish it to be clie^r-
•4 with the coutolutiuus of mwcy : u posses* the
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