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this room, and, therefore, make it neee^Hn-v that I should, without delav make
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1 may be, h eertM.Mly m.t partieulnrlv attraoive. I rel.T to theBlue l^ook htora ure under whi..h the shelves of ,uy library have long ., mnJiIhe volumes of rarlmmentary literal ure upon maritiine subjeets during fho Squarter of a .rutury. are souu.thin. ,,uite anuu.ing. T hope that now the nubl oa teut.on ,s at lust nve.ted upon this great question of the safety of 1 i e a se andthe eon.UtiOM ot our .nantnue population, 8omo good fruit will be gathered from theabumlaut litc.arv seed wlu..h has been sown in previous year. bvS-arliame t Weluivo ueard deplorabe stalen.euts with reference to tlu. .lefieienev and the ineffl!eieney o sean.en, and we are all nu-t together here to nuxl<e suggestio w h „ view

repent, h.it m the ins plaee it is a .|ue.(,on of wages, ineludiug in that term noterely the money paid to the man but the eonditicms of life whieh a 7 oirered tJhim, tlu- aeeommodal.on on board ship, fair mid just treatment by his OfUeers anda Hirand reasonable amount of labour to perfo'rm. Those are vnrioureln, e "ts
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*""^'^'' '^'' ''^"'» °^ ''•""'''> ""^l ^ ^"V, unless Ik' hipowner offers o hoso whom he employs, terms nn.l oculitions Wlii-ii will eommfotn-ourably wih the terms and eonditions oliered by other employers to the sameeh. B of men. he eannot expect to obtain their services. Indeed, unless the terms

othei svstcm ol trannng, with a view to produce the men that are requiredHaving trained men for the sea, and made them handy men for alniLt any Xno eon shore the shipowner must necessarily lose the services of the n e.^thrpK in
I hand, ^^e have heard to-day of 400 trained seanien being empoyed.n theS that r:.," u''l""'^
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"* ""'^ ^'''^"'''^"' '-'^ ^ ^^''^i'^^e, until a ry re enth^e.itwa the case li-,l the wages in American shij.s were somewhat higlL- thanose m l^nghsh ships, an, as a eonsequenee, the American Mereh n Suyv aslargely manned by men who had left the British Service to sail under tie Am^iean
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""'?' '''" '""^•'^ "'••^ »^^*^q'"^^^' il '* i<"^> t« expect our merchant yessels shall be properly manned. The question of wages I need not refer to

y greater lergtl,,,t being especially a question with which ''the shipmvner 1 a todeal. Ihe other point to which I .l.ould like to refer is the questioVortranLl

woik Wo are all ngreci that the Government cannot interfere simply to enable
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''*' ^ ^'•'^"^ "«^''^1 ^var; the question is whether^mig..t not be a national duty, which devolves upon our statesmen to eonrider how
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ma.v combine with the prilate shipowners in ordTto^rovStins ^aval Keserve. At the present time I believe tie Naval Eeserve is un to tbes rength laid down by tlie Admiralty Begulations, but the strength reqn ml under
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"'/'"^ Commission of 1859; and it is a debateable poin wheth rthe AdnmaU> have been we 1 advised u. reducing the strength of the Naval Reserve
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