
CHAPTER I.

CARTIBR AND THB ST. I^WRBNCB
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—Hon. T. D'A»ct McGbb.

Almost four hundred years ago, when WuflF
King Hal ruled over Merry England and Francis
over Sunny France, there were strange stories
told m the ports of the west of England and
the north of France of lands away to the
Westward. The voyage of Columbus was
the talk of Europe, and whUe the Spaniards wer«
joyfuUy tellmg how he had come to the edge of
a great new world which would give them a new
route to the marveUous East with all its trea-
sures, John Cabot, of the port of Bristol, the
pioneer of English adventurers, sailed off to the
west and it is Ukdy saw the continent itself as
soon as did Columbus. Both Columbus and
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