
INTRODlKTKiN. Xl

Aii"|)liirii, |)liiciii^ tlic iiiiiiKliiiiiliitc fiiiiiilii's witli Oi'llmptcra. iind

tlio siictoriiil !V'(iiL'iili(iii' will: IlciniptiTii.

Ilaviiit!; 1 litis cxliiliilcd tlif ck'iiictitai'y cliiiViictcrs upon wliicd

the oi'tlcrs nrc Imsi'd, llic spi'ciiil siilijccl of the present treatise

lUiiy now (leeiipy tlie iitleiitioii of tho stmleiil.

Ill nrih-r that the body of the work may Ix' made iiitellip-ilile to

the lieojiiiier, it will he neeessary to mal<e a brief e.. posit ion of

the external anatomy o( Coleopterous insecits, iiefore attemptiTif^

to deline tlie nunu^'ous fiunilies wliieli compose the order. 'I'lic

three reiiions, the iiead, thorax, and iihdoiiieii, will therefore he

tuken up in sueee^siou.

in: A I).

The anterior ])ortion of the liody is called tin' lirod : it varies

frreatly in form, and is Joined hy memlirane to the protliorax.

Usually (lie hirid i)ortion is Ijiil slifjlitly narrowed, and enters the

iintei'ior part nf tin,' protliorax; sometimes the pari l)(diin(l the-

eyes is suddenly narrowed iiiid eonstricteil, fdrminj;' ;i neck. .>r

firadiially narrowed and iiinch prolmiji'ed, arlienlaliiiu' with t.ie

protliorax hy a semiulolmliir condyle, as in sonic ('arai)idie and

tiie JJrenthidie.

The siirfaei' of the head consists of a solid horny plate; above,

it is frccpieiitly marked by a siniile suture, rnnniim' transversclv

between or ill front of the antenna' ; this is callcij (he </i//ii'(il cir

/'roiildl .111/ lire. The portion in front of this siitnre, when dihitcd

so as to jiroject over the moutli, as in many Scaraba'idie, is called

the rli//i)'iiti: when small it is named I'/iislmtKi. and is sometimes

iiieinbranoiis or coriaceous, instead of horny like llic rest cf the

surface. 'I'lie anterior pnrlion of tnc head is sonicl imc.s prolonu'i'd.

so that tho distance belwecn the eyes and iiiniiih parts is greater

in len;.i'th than the rest of the head; when thus fnrnicd the head

is called roMralr. and the proloiiired portion the ros/rnrii or In'ii/r.

The /o,>'/;v/ HI varies frreatly in form and Iciiii'lh; it is often mil

narrower than the head and oven shorter, rarely, as in IJalaiiinus,

very slemler, alnmst lilifonn, and as lon;a' as the entire body. The
presence of the rostrum is (piite fi^tuieral in the sub-order Mhvii-

chophora, l)ut not cliaraetcristi(; of it, as the rostrniii is dltcu

absent her(! unci present in other isolated genera of the Coleijfi-

terous series.


