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Uocky jMountainH to retreat to. Shoiihl a majority of

iliosc powerful nations coalesce in dcteiise against one

common enemy, it would be tiie worst Indian war

—

the most costly in blood and treasure that the nation-

al government has ever entered into. The coalition

tribes could bring two hundred and tifty thousand war-

riors against any hostile force, and 1 know I am greatly

within the limits of trutli in assigning that number

to them.

If it is the policy of government to utterly extermi-

nate the Indian race, the most expeditious manner of

effecting this ought to be the one adopted. 1'hc in-

troduction of whisky among the lied jNleii, under the

connivance of government agents, leads to the demor-

alization and consequent extermination, by more pow-

erful races, of thousands of Indians annually. Still,

this infernal agent is not cflcctual ; the Indians dimin-

ish in numbers, but with comparative slowness. The
most direct and speedy mode of clearing the land of

the;... would be by the simple means of starvation—by
depriving them of their hereditary sustenance, the buf-

falo. To ctfect this, send an army of hunters among
them, to root out and destroy, in every possible man-

ner, the animal in question. They can shoot them,

poison tlicni, dig pit-falls for them, and resort to num-
berless other contrivances to efface the devoted animal,

which serves, it would seem, by the wealth of his car-

cass, to preserve the Indian, and thus impede the ex-

panding development of civilization.

To light the Indians vi ct annis, the government

could employ no such effectual means as to take into

its service five hundred mountaineers for the space

of one year, and any one tribe of Indians that they

should fall foul of could never survive the contest.


