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hahitana of today. In Vol. 284 of Nova Scotia Docu-

ments, utider tlie title, " ObHervations on tiio Progress of

Asrriculture in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, v,ith

notices of Acadian manners and customs, in a project of

Moses de la Dernier, Esq.," they are thus described:

"The fonner inhabitants, the Acadians who were settled

before us ow the different rivers which empty in the Bay

of Fundy, i.ad many difficulties to encounter—being

ignorant of the nature and fertility of these valuable

Marshes—but so soon as they acquired the knowledge

of their great production of all sorts of Grain, and the

facility of Obtaining Great Crops with little Labour, They

gave up the cultivation of the upland to that degree as to

make no use of their manure, and also chose to remove

their barns and Hovels, rather than cart it away. They

were so ignorant of the true principles of Husbandry that

in the course of a century and a half they neither made

cheese nor butter that was merchantable, and not having

any knowledge of trade and commerce and no emulation

or animation, but full of Bigotry and superstition, they

disdained to avail themselves of Instructions which they

might have had from Strangers, who settled from time to

time among them—The}'- did not labour more than half

their time, the other half being chiefly taken up by their

holidays."

This writer was much neai'er them in point of time

than wc are ; but that they are fairly represented by

the hahitans of today is declared by Joseph Guillaume

Barthe, membre de ITnstitut Canadien, in his remarkable

book, "Le Canada Reconquis par la France." "In spite,"

he proudly says, " of two centuries of foreign domination

and unheard of efforts put forth by the new possessors to

assimilate the inhabitants of the conquered country, the

French of (janada always preserve the same language of

their fathers, the same religion, the same customs, the

same kind of life." And he asks, "What more does one
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