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between the two countries, was, at the time ot iib iirst issuing* view-

ed as an act of favor and conciliation. On tl a subject it is necessa-

ry to be explicit. The vague and indeterminate manner in vhich
the Ameriean and French governments, in their official papers, speak

of this order of blockade, is calculated to mislead. An importance

is attached to it, of which, in the opinion of the undersigned, it is not

worthy. Let the facts speak for themselves.

In August, 1804, the British established a blockade at the entrance

of the French ports, naming them, from Fecamp to Ostend ; and
from their proximity to the British coasts, and the absence of all

complaint, v^e tnay be permitted to believe that it was a legal block-

ade, enfurced according to the usages of nations. On the 16th of

May, 1806, the English Secretary of Slate, Mr. Fox, notified to our
Minister at London, that his government had thought fit to direct

necessary measures to b« taken for the blockade of the coasts, rivers

and ports, from the river Elbe to the river Brest, both inclusive.*

In point of fact, as the terms used in the order will show, this

paper, which has become a substantive and avowed cause for non*
intercourse, embargo and war, is a blockade only of the places, on
the French coast, from Ostend to the Seine, and even as to these it

is merely as it professes to be, a continuance of a Conner and ex-
isting blockade. For with respect to the residue cf the coast, trade

of neutrals is admitted, with the exception only of enemy's property
and articles contraband of war, which are liable to be taken without
a blockade ; and except the direct colonial trade ofthe enemy, which
Great Britain denied to be free by the law of nations. Why the
order was thus extended, in its form, while in effect it added nothing
to orders and regulations already existing, will be known by advert-

ing to papers, which are before the world. In 1806, France had yet
colonies, and the wound inflicted on our feelings, by the interference

of the British government in our trade with those colonies, had been
the cau^e of remonstrance and negotiation. At the moment when
the order of May 1806 was made, Mr. Monroe, th& present Secreta-

ry of State, then our minister plenipotentiary at the Court of Great
Britain, was in treaty on the subject of the cariying trade, and judg-
ing on the spot, and at the time, he, unhesitatingly, gave his opinion,

that the order was made to favor American views and interests.

This idea h unequivocally expressed, in Mr. Monroe's letters to

Mr. Madison of the 17th, and aothf of May, and of the 9th of June,"

1806.

• The terms of the order are these, '• That the said coast, rivers and ports must be
" Gonsidereil as blockaded," but, " thKt such blockade sljall not extend to prevent neu-
" U'al sliipa and vessels, lailcn with goods, not being the pro|)crty of his majesty's ene<
" mies, and not being contraband of war, from approaching the said coasts and enterini;
<* into and sailing from tjie said rivers and ports, suve and except the coast, rivers an(l
*' ports from Ostend to tlie river Seine, already in a state of strict and rigorous blockade

;

" and w'lich are to be considered as ao continued," witii a r viso that the vessels " enter-
" ing had not been laden at a port belonging to, or in possesiion of, the enemies of Great
" Britaift, and the vessclsdeparting were not desthied loan enemy's port, or had previous-
>» ly broken WoekadL."

A

t The following are extracts from the^c Utters. In that of the 17th May, 1806, he
thus speaks of that blocksHe. Itis ".o'-g'trel in frm* v't' lestraiiititn'l pi'uffnes toesteod
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