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BOOKS printed for JOHN STOCKDALE.

to purchafc all the cxpcnfive editions of our great draraatift;

The book now oft'crcd to the public may commodioufly be

taken into a coach or poft chaife, for amufement in a jour-

ney ; or if a company of gentlemen fliould happen, in conver-

fation, to mention Shakspeare, or to difpute concerning

any particular pafTage, a volume, containing the whole of his

plays may, with great convenience be fetched by a fervant

out of a library or clofct. In Ihort, any particular paffage

may, at all times, and with cafe, be recurred to. It is a

compendium, not an abridgement, of the nobleil of our

poets, and a library in a finglc volume.

The Editor hath endeavoured to give all the perfe£lion

to this work which the nature of it can admit. The account

of his life, which is taken from Rowe, and his laft will, in

realitv, comprehend almoft cvtry thing that is known with

regard to the pcrfonal hiftory of Shakspeare. The anxi-

ous rcfearches of h's admirers have fcarcely been able to

collcft any farther information concerning him.

The text in the prefcnt edition, has been given as it '.vas

fettled by the moft approved commentators. It docs not con-

lift with the limits of rhe dclign, that the notes (hould be

lari^c, or very numerous: they have not, ho\Vevcr, been

wholly ncglcdcd. The notes which are fubjoincd are fuch as

ware ncctli'ary for the purpofe of illuftrating and explaining

' bicicte words, unufuai phrafes, old cuftoms, and obfcurc

c r tliAaut allufinns. In fltoit, it has been tiic Editor's aim
'•' omit nothing which may ftrve to render SHAKSPtAUE
intelligible to every capacity, and to every clafs of rLadcrs,

Having this view, he cannct avoid cxpreflin* his hope,

that an undcitaking, the utility of which is lb apparcut, will

be encouraged by the public; and his confidence of a favour-

able rectpiion is increafcd by the coiilcioulhefs that he is

l.ot doing an injury lo any one. The (ucccls ol the prefcnt

volume- will not imj^ede the laic of the larger editions of

Shak'I'EARE, 'vhich will ftill be equally Ibuglit for by thofe

to whom the purdiaie of thtm may be convenient.

'JC^"
GontJcmcn in the Country finding a difficulty in pro-

curinir t!ie above valuable Work, by dircMine a I. inc to Mr.
STOCKDALE, oppofite Burlington Houfe, Piccadilly, ap-

pointing the Payment thereof in London, Ihrill have it iminc-

lliitely forwarded, carriage paid, to any Pan of Great Bri-

tain,
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