
iia THE CANADIAN MAGAZINE

the greatest possible fa-

vours are being confer-

red upon ihem.

This is not the spirit

that distinguishes the

Bank of Montreal.

Courtesy and prompt-
ness prevail throughout
its immense system, and
the customer whose re-

quests are within the

bounds of reason can

confidently count upon
transacting his business

in a comfortable, plea-

sant fashion.

As one would natur-

ally expect, so eminent-

ly successful an institu-

tion looks well after those in its employ.
The Bank of Montreal pays liberal,

though not extravagant salaries to all

who do good work, and furthermore

holds out the inducement of an almost
ideal pension system as a reward for

long continued satisfactory service.

The details of this system are not of

course for the gen-
eral public, but it

may be said that

in some respects it

resembles that in

force in the Civil

Service at Ottawa,
possessing, how-
ever, many auvan
tages rot contain-

ed in the Govern-
ment plan.

It began in 1861

with the Annuity
Fund Society,
which had only

eighty-five mem-
bers, and it is now
known as the Pen-
sion Fund Society,

duly incorporated,

and having over

five hundred mem-
bers.

When ^he bank
opened for busi-

ness it was in a
building belong-
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ing to the Armour es-

tate that stood on St.

Paul Street between St.

Nicholas and St. Fran-
cois XavierStreet. This
was destroyed by fire in

1820, and then the bank
erected its own building

on the site now occupied
by the present Post Of-
fice. But the accommo-
dation being inadequate
to meet the demands of

the rapidly extending
business, the present

solid, ornate and com-
modious structure was
erected.

This too, however,
has been out-grown, and by the pur-

chase of property in the rear, provision

has been made for such an addition to

the premises as will ensure ample room
for the future.

Bearing in mind the modest sur-

roundings amidst which the bank be-

gan its career—a single hired room in

an unimposing
building—there is

special interest in

the fact that to-day
this remarkable
institution owns
nearly two score

fine buildingsscat-

tered over the Ca-
nadian continent

from Halifax, N.
S. , to Victoria, B.

C, each structure

in its substantial

elegance being
no less a credit

to the bank
than an ornament
to the city in
which it is situat-

ed. They amply
substantiate the

title of the Bank
of Montreal to be
considered the
premier financial

institution of the

Dominion.
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