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Tho (Icpartini'iit of Aivhirolopfy which I'oriiis oiii> spciial hramh ofthn work of this Sec-

tion of the Uoyiil iSocioty is ample cnomrh with all its iiuludcd suhjecls to occupy our

Avhole energies ; and it is still to a very laru'e extent a virifin lield. It may he. legit iiniitely

held to include anthropoloyy, ethnology, and comparative i)hilology ; and with such

suhjecis inviting our study there is an urireiit demand for immediate action. While there

is time much moro is required than has yet hcen done l)y Canada to rescue from ol)liviou

tlie materiids for ethnical study, in whiili our vast domain is so rich. On all hamls we .seo

ancient mitions passing away. Tin- Crees, the Iihukfeet, and other prairie trihes : and still

more interesting oiu's J)eyond the Itocky Mountains, including the various Flathead Tribe.s,

the Nass, ('himi)seynns, Sehassas, Stekiiii, and the insjenious and in some respects unique

Haidiis of the (Jueou Charlotte Islands: are alldiminisliing in numbers, while some of them

are destined to inevitable and speedy extinction. Witli all of them their inheritt'd languages

and customs are underu'oing important modiln alions by their iuli'rcouvse with the immi-

araiit whites; a larg" iiilhix of Chinese also thiiMtens a further conipliiation of the

ethnological problem ; and it should no lonuer In' left to the mere efforts of individuals,

larried on without comert, and on no conipri'hensive or systenuilii' plan, to rescue for

future study the invaluable materials of Canadian ethnology. To the native languages

especially must tho inquirer into some ofthn curious problems involv<'d in tlie peopling of

this continent look for a true key to the mystery. The Government of Canada can thus

far refer with some pride to the treatment of its native tribes ; but the enlightened

examide of that of the United States in relation to tin- ethnology, no less than to the geology

and natural history, of the wide domaiti embraced within their Federation, is well calcu-

lated to stimulate us to emulate theni. This Section may possilily be the means of accom-

nlishing something towards so desirable a result; but if it is to be carried out on any

adecjuate scale it must l)e in concert with the Indian Department ; and with the (ieologiial

and Natural llistoi Survey o[' the Dominion.

In the present paper I propose to invite the attention of the Sei'tion to some considera-

ti(ni of the condition and relative status of the Aborigines of this continent, north of tho

(}ulf of Mexico, not only as studied by means of the knowledge of the initive tribes,

acquired sin<c> the disiovery of America in l-Hi'i, but in so far as we can determine their

earlier condition with (he aid of arclneological evidence. The student of the history of the

Camulian and Xorlh American nations cannot indeed altogether overlook the undoubted fact

that Columbus wa.s not the lirst of iMiropean voyawrs v.ithin ihe Christian era to explore

and colonize the new world. It is a well established fact that not only did the Northmen

settle Greenland in the tenth century ; but that before its clos(^ they appear to have landed
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