
mnkii):; in the iJircclion of Dcan'H
Ciinnl? Tlio cohi, of ilui work will lio

Biiiall ti.x (-(tinpiiroi wiili ;lini. i<> l>u

dotio in llio inlei'ior. nnij I tV'cl (liut

Victoria, B. 0. XInv f>, 187(5.

Ilie (Jovoiimu'iil wi'l lio um|i'y ro|)ni(l

fur llio oiHlay

I liavo <ln' lioiiiir III romnin,
Your olfdifiil Hi'i'Viiiit.

KUQAR UkwDNKY
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The infellnir cjijled Tor ilie piirposi' of i-x-

pri'g»inif ihn Ihnnks of ilie people of New

Wegtminsler lo Mr. Pewdiify for lil< nlile

advoi-iiuy of Ilie FrHscr rout'', look pince in

the llyiirk Hull on '.Vrdne.JilH.v evwnliiif.

ni« Worship .'iliyor Mfliines oixupieH tlie

Chnir, nnd Itr J. S. Cliite wns cliosen Sei-rc-

tnry.

The Chnirmiin rpnA the roqntsi'ion in

obedience lo which llic mcellnir lind bfen

cnlled. It whb sifriied by ovfr '00 residenti".

He wns gind to fee such n very Inrjie number
presen*. It showed thnt ihey hud not

nbnndoned the hope ihnt the nillwny would

come down the Frnser Vnlley—n hope in

wV'irh heheiirtiiy shnred.

~Mr. J. A. It. Homer snid the resolution he

WHS nbout to move was oi > of thnnks to

Edgnr Dewdney, Esq., member for Ynle

Kootenny in the Commons of Cnnadn. By

hia long residence in, <ind fnmiliiir know1cd);e

of, the country, nnd by his skill ns nn engi-

neer, Mr Dewdney wns enabled to form a

very correct idea of tlie U'lvnntiiges of the

various routes ; nnd he had demonstrated that

the Frnser was shorter and easier llinn any

other. The speaker entered into particulars,

showing that, if it was to compete with

American lines; the Canadian PaciliR must

terminate at Burrnrd Inlet. Hudson Bay as

an Eastern terminus would be i fair parallel

for Dean's Caoal ns a Western terminus; and

wc could easily iinaKinc how th people of

the East would regard such a selection. Mr.

Homer also spoke of the large extent of

fijrtiU country which would be opened by

the line, if it came by th<i southern route,

while no Ruch advantage would be secured

by any possible noithern line. He believed

that the al^le manner in which Mr. Dewdney,

with the assistance of Mr. Cunningham,

brought and kept this matter under the at-

tention of tlic Government, would have the

best results. Ho was thoroughly convinced

that the Eraser route was the best, not only

for a portion of the Province, but for the

whole Province nnd the whole Dominion.

Even Victoria herself, be believed, would

BUiily Ih'T ottu heht inii'rcsis liy ndvocHtIng

llio Frnsrr route He IumI much pleasure in

niovins :

Thiit Ills worship the Muyor he leqifHti'd lo

pr'-sent (o K, Dewiliiev, K.-^q . .\l P . lli-iliHiiks

of iliH ci I i 7.1*11.>< of New Westmin<le;- for the
nliilily, ener.'y, ; I'd cliMiriie.''8 with wliirli he
\\'\* brou)flil llie ndviiiitniri-s posses.ii-il by the
Fiaser valley and Biirrard liilct, aa 'he route
and tcrniinus oflhe Ciinniliiiii Pnciflc llailwjiy,

under the uoiice wf tliu GoveiumenI, Pariiii-

inent, and peopli- of Camida.

Mr. James Cuniiinglmm, .M. P., seconded

the renolulion, with (rriiti't'iil feelings tuwaiils

Mr. Dewdney. While his n.'sociiitinn with that

pentlemiin Inul been plfasniit per.ionally, ho

hiid ever found him a stnnch iriend of the

Mainland nnd of the Prcvince. They had

often conferri'd together on questions pertain-

ing 10 ihe welfare of this counliy. nnd they

hud workei! in harmony. U was uphill work

to advocate the Frascr route. They had the

siiiveyors' reports aiiainst thrm, nnd also the

statem 'nts made by the Pri^inier in Ihe House,

wbicli were based on these reports. The

expense of ibis route was dwelt upon ; and,

especially in a lime of such commercial de-

pression as ihe present, the arKumeni of ex-

pense was a very strong one. They also liad

the people of another piri of this Province

n)(ainst them. All these things made it neces-

sary fo'' one who advocated the soiilbern

route to possess considerable moral courage.

Yet when we think of the adv^mtages which

muit accrue to the Dominion from Ihe adoption

of this route, it seems astonishing that the

Government should need to be prompted as

to the duty ot thoroughly examining ii. He
hoped tlat the Government would survey the

canons, nnd if they did be expecte J tliat the

route would be adopted.

The Chairman then presented the thanks

of the citizens to Mr. Dewdney in ihe follow-

ing terms:

To Edgar Dewdney, Eiq , M. P.
The citizens of New Westminster have

requested me, by a resolution passed this day,

to expresi to you their thanks for the able

and energetic manner in which you have,

during the past sess'on ot Parliament, advo-
cated the merits of the Eraser River as the
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