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(Canndian and Parliamentary Companion, 187H) Mr. Tnitcli, a roHidcnt in the Colony

since 18r)9, had Ix'en cMnploycd by tlic lirilish Coluniliia Survey Deparlini^nt for several y<'ars,

and liad lii;en Chief CommiMsioner of Lands an<l Surveyor-deiieiul .since .May, 1H(U, vtM'y shortly

aft( r the pasHiny of the Act of 18G3 to define tiie hoiindaries of the ('olony, and to continue

the Act of 18.')8.

Tli(! map in (piestion was drawn under his direction. He was. tlie first liieutenant-

Crovernor of the (Jolony after its union with the Dominion. This niaj) may, therefore, lie

rea.sonal)ly held to he decisiv(( of what was considered in 1870 liy the llritish (!olundiia Covern-

nient to lie tlu^ ea.stern houndary of their Colony, and accepted as such liy the (iovernnient of

the Dominion of C/anada.

On the other hand, there is no discoverahh^ f^round for supposin<; that eitlier of the Acts

of 18ri8, lH(^^^, and 18()G, should he construed as locatin;,' th<' eastern houndary of liritisli

Columhia, so as to leave an exceptional strij) of territory lietween tiie eastern houndary of tin;

Colony and the western lioundary of ilupert's Land.

In conclusion, whether the intenti<m of Parliament in delininj; tlie eastern houndary line

of IJritish Columhialiy the Act of lf<Cui he sou-^ht for, l)y the application of generally accepted

rules of intf ri)retation, directly to tlu; wording of tlu^ Act, or he sought for by examining the

otlicial records to discover what might reasonahly hv. conclud(!d would he the intention, the

same result is arrived at, viz., that the Parliament of \HG{) intended to descrihe tlu! Rocky

Mountain watei-shed line whtni using tlie words " hy tln^ Itocky Mountains" (Anm^xure 4) in

the 7tli section of th(i A<'t for the union of the Colony of Vancouver's Island with the Colony

of liritLsh Columhia, 6th August, 18(56.

, I. have the honour to he,

My Lord,
' Your Lordship's nmst ohedient liumhle servant,

(Signed) D. ii. Camk.iON,
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