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her neighbours and tells tlieni she is })lot(ing, Germany
lives in ;i state of alarm. Her iieighbours are so un-

friendly ! Their attitude niay bo correct, but it is not

trustful and cordial. The Imperial Chancellor, von
Billow, explains in his book that there was only one
time when he really breathed freely. It was in 1909,

when Austria, his ally, annexed t)y violence and against

her pledges the two Slav provinces of Bosnia and Herze-

govina. All Europe was indignant, especially Russia,

the natural protector of the Slavs, and England, the

habitual chanipion of small nationalities. But Germany
put down her foot. The Kaiser 'appeared in shining

armour beside his ally', and no power dared to Intervene.

Germany was in the wrong. Every one knew she was
in the wrong. It was just that fact that wasso comforting.

Her army was big enough, her navv was big enough
;

and for the moment the tiuiid creature felt secure.

Lastly, we must remember that it is Germany who
started the race for armaments ; ind that while Russia
has pressed again and again for a general limitation of

armies, and England made proposal after proposal for

a general limitation of navies, Germany has steadily

refused to entertain any such idea.

Now, for some time it was possible to minimize all

these danger-signals, and, for my own part, I have always
tried to minimize them. There are militarists and
jingoes in every country ; our own have often been bad
enough. The German sort seemed unusually blatant,

but it did not follow that they carried their country
with them. The Kaiser, always impulsive, said on the

whole more friendly things than imfriendly things. At
any rate, it seemed wiser and more statesmanlike to
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