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Mr. BERGERON. Wili tbey be sent to
niembers during tihe recess ?

Mr. PUGSLEY. Yes, 1 wiii give Instruc-
tions to that effect.

CANADIAN ASSOCIATED PRIESS.

Hon. W. S. FIELDING (Minister of Fin-
ance) moved the second reading of BUi
(No. 201) to nssist in maintaining an in-
dpependent and efficient service of teiegrap-
hic news from Great Britain for publication
In the Canadian press. Hie snid: Thse ob-
Ject of" this Bill is to extend for a period of
two years the subsidy granted te the Cana
dian Associated Press. Perhaps tbnt ls,
technicnliy, not exactly thse situation. Thse
subsidy was allowed on n slidlng scale for,
five yenrs, aggregating $60,000, and thus
averaging $12,000 a yenr. Thse promoters
of thse enterprise applied for a renewal of
thse subsidy on the basis of $12,000 a year
for five years, an equni sum to tisat given
before, but under a different arrangement.
After consideration we thought tisat ai]
would be doue that was -necessary for tise
moment if we nssured thse promoters of thse
enterprise of tise continuance of thse subsidy
of $12,000 a year for two years. During
that time, it may be that some other ar-
rangement wiii be made, wisich, perhaps,
wIll give more general satisfaction. 1 think
that, on thse wbole, thse service re^ndered
bas been regarded as satisfactory, tbough
it bas net been above critlcism. Hlowever,
after considering it, we have asked parlia-
ment to, -grnnt this for two years.

Mr. POSTER. Wisat has been doue ?

Mr. FIELDING. 1 cati tell my bon. frlend
(Mr. Foster) what bas been paid, but that
Is about al I can tell hlm. Thse resuits ef
tbe expenditure are seen ln thse press day
by day.

Mr. POSTER. Has thse minister ne re-
port on the subject ?

Mr. FIELDING. I bave a communica-
tion fromn thse president of thse Canadian As-
seciated Press, Mr. J. Ross Robertson,
wbicb, If my lion. friend wisbes, 1 will read.
Wben the deputation came to me and asked
a renewal of thse subsidy, 1 asked tbem to
put lu writing a statement of tiseir views.
1 recelved, In response, this letter. Tt was
*marked ' Persoual,' but I do net tblnk it
was Intended to be otiser tisan a publie
letter:

Toronto February 18, 1908.
Hon. W. S. Fielding,

Minister of Finance
Parliament Buildings,

Ottawa, Canada.
Dear Sir,-In accordance, with Yeur request

made at the conclusion of the interview on
Friday last with the deputation from the Can-
adian Associated Press, 1 beg to transmit to,
you in- writing, the facts and figures then pre-

sented. In placing the matter before you I
said :

This deputation as you are aware is, here
with the abject of discussing the future of the
Canadian Associated iPress and its relation
with the governm>ent under the agreement en-
tered into five years ago--which agreement ex-
pires at the end of next June.

The agreement was in brief that thse geverti-
ment psy towards the expenditure of the Can-
adian Associated Press. for the years 1904-5-6,
a sum net exceeding $15,000 a year ; for 1907 a

smnot exceeding $10,000 a year and for year
ending June, 1908, a sum not -exceeding
$5,000.

At *the outset, I just want to refer for a
moment to the past work of the Canadian
Associated Press.

Thse work that the association has done dur-
ing thse four and a haîf years of its eperatien,
has been most satisfactory to the membership,
and I believe, meets with the approval of the
government.

When the association was formed, it was set-
tled at its first meeting -thst iits purpose was
to handie ail Canadian news originating in
Great Britain or the continent of Europe-
and this class of news only. But, when thse
London office cf the association had been in
running eperation for seme months, on spec-
iai occasions, other news of dnterest te Canad-
istis was made part cf the service witb re-
Suits that met with net only the entire ap-
provai and satisfaction cf the members of the
association, but elicited from newspapers net
in thse association, most favourable comment.

Among this css of news referred te, was
news from Australia and New Zealand, that
affected Canada-especîally in matters; concern-
ing tariffs, which was particuiarly cf value to
Canadian manufacturers.

Then thse Britishs pariiamentary election re-
suits were collected by cur agents and cabled
te the association. These were thse enly de-
tailed returns cf the elections sent te, this
continent by cabie, for the American associ-
ated press enly handled resuits in prominent
censtituencies, and generaliy only gave a
meagre -service.

It will also be remembered that the pro-
ceedings Of the Colonial Conference in 1907
were very fully reported, for thée Canadian
Associated Press was favoared with exception-
ai advantages which enabled it te cover this
event botter than any .other news service that
uses the cables.

It is worth noting that the fuiness cf the
Blritish eloction reports and the Colonial Con-
ference service by the association, was most
favourabiy commented on by soine cf tise lead-
ing British newspapêrs, and by Canadian cor-
respondents of British newspapers resident in
Canada.

The way that thse Canadien Associated Press
oovered thse Brsitish eiectious was a recognition
of thse fact that this coutntry lias national and
imperial news intepests that are net served
by the American Asseciated Press.

It is a pleasare te know thiat members of
the government at Ottawa also expressed their
satisfaction with thse manner in which both cf
these events were handled by the London office
cf the association.

It was particaiarly gratifying te hear citi-
zens cf Montreal and Qaebec, speak in coin-
mendatory termis of thse interesting cables con-
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