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Visible Supply Reports,

As wo have frequently stated before, the
visiblo sapply reports are not extensive
onough to auswer the purpose for whioch they
are compiled, and as given to the pubdlic by
tho dajly press aro vaay deceptive. Instead
of giving out tho totals as the visiblo supply
of grain in the United States tho compilers
should announce that it is & report of some
of tho grain stored at 18 American and2 Can-
ndian poiuts.

‘I'he Canadian points included are insigni-
fisant a8 puints of acoumulation when com-
pared with Fe. William, Poo Arthur, Win.
nipeg and Prescott, yet no effort has been
made to have their stcoks ingtuded. There
ave also & number of peints on the American
side which are of far more importanco as ac-
cumulative grain conters than some of those
which areincluded. Why markots liko Erie,
Pittsburg, Cleveland, Louisville, newport
Nows, Richmond, Nashville, St. Louis. (Gal-
veston, Omaha, Denverand Ogdensbuig have
been denied admission to the sacred pale,
has never been satisfactorily explained.

The old claim that the admission of these
markets and the privato elevators would de-
stroy the compurative value of the reports is
all bosh, for everyone who knows anythin
regarding the grain business knows that the
capacities of the houses included in the report
are continually being increased as well &s the
number of elevators,—American Elevator and
Grain Trade.

Industrial Prnﬁrass of Japan.

A correspondent of the London Timessends
an account of the Kioto Industrial Exhibi-
tion, which ho visited along with a crowd of
whom nearly overy third man was armed
with a nute-buok, 1ne Japanese, hosays,
+ arerapid writers, and seem to take as copious
notes of what they observe in their own coun-
try as they have been doing in Eurspo and
America these thirty years past. The exhi-
bitiop is national and periodical, beiug held
every tourth year, for the express purpose of
stimulating progress in arts and manufac-
tures, and their success in this direction has
not been small. The charge for admission is
5 gen, equal at presont exchange to 13d. On
Saturdays the feo is reduced to d, and on
Sundays it is raised to 23d. For the custody
of an umbrella the cbarge is }d, and so on,
farthings, or less, for pennies throughout.
What the exhibition has to show of progress
in the various branches of manufacture could
not be adequately described, even by cn ex-
pert hand. As a whole, the useful prepon-
derates over the orpamental, The variety of
new fabrics, the wealth of new designs, and
the audacity of vew adaptations of material
to the wants of life are all so impressive that
one cannot resist peering into the not distant
future when yet greater developments of the
creative energy of Japan wiil be revealed, pos-
sibly to the consternation of the West of the
Christian wor!d. It would be superfious to
dwell at this time of day on -tho supersession
of Lancashire which has already taken place.
Osaka, with its forest of chimneys—as many
as there are churches in Noscow, 868—speaks
eloquently to the world on this theme. But
what Lancashira may poesibly be still a little
slow to realize i3 that Japan will not cuntent
herself with ceasing to import Eugl sh cottons,
but will not rest till she has cartied the war
into her rival's torritories and hassupplanted
Lancashire iv Chira as well as in Japau.
Everything favors this evalution. One does
not need to be & bimetallist to percerve how
laborers’ vages at six silver yeu per month,
or say, 8s 8d per week, :Vitﬁ other expenses
in proportion, must tell in competition with
European charges. Aund_Japan is extonding
her conquests in mauny directions of toxtile
manufacture. Woolen fabrics—to which the
war hes imperted & wonderful stimulus—

)
et and the huay Lar cuton guuds, v tdage
of all descriptions, carpots of cotton and hemp,
in which already o large export to tho
United States has been catablished, are alt
well ropresontod ia this great sample bazaar.
The multiplicity of small articles now made
by the Japaneso is bowildering, and ono turns
from them with tho irrepressible roflection
-that there is nothing within the rango of
human ingenuity which in course of time
thoy will not fabricato, and whatever they
mako at all they will make well, and to under-
soll the whole world. TPerhaps the most
striking, though not the most important,
productions of Japanese ingonuity are their
professiot al and seiontificinstruments, When
one comes upon complete sots of the most
beautifully finished surgical instruments,
fleting into exquirito cases, one sees it is no
chitd’s play the Japanese are engaged in.

** The Japanese are keen learnors and
anxious to accommodate—two most imgport-
ant qualities in a manufacturer, and quali-
ties in which the universal experience of alien
mankind pronounces the English manufac-
turer to bo conspicuously deficient. Tho
hats made by the Japanese and univer-
sally worn by them may not be equal to Lin-
coln & Bennott's, but they 1ok well, and I
am infoimed, wear well, and so serve every
practical purpose one wants of a iiead cover-
ing. 'These hats, in felt, hard or soft, cost 8s
6d in Japan and could not be bought in the
cheapest shop in London under 83 td, goner-
ally 10s 6d, and I suspect the euperior finish
of Sackville streot would run the prico up to
15s.

‘: Boots and shoes I can vouch for from
personal experience, whether made by the
Japanese or the Chineso, I have worn
them in TLondon, and had t!om va.ued
by Tonden ‘eotmakers at jast 1 uble
what they actually cost. Eye glasses and
spectacles, ageain, may not be eqnual as to
either lens or frame to Carpenter & Westley’s
make. but it wonld take an expert to tell
the differenco by inspection. In donning the
western dress the Japanese do not, as might
have been a priori expected, seeck the cheap
and nasty; it would have been repuguant to
their nature todoso. They never goshabby,
and they show a decided pepchant for black
cloth and white linen, I generally find my
Japanese friends better drvessed than myself,
Neatness in dress and cleanliness in person,
house, street, boat or carrioge are instinctive
with these people—it is an instinct of perfec-
tion and order, and rightly considered, it is
undoubtedly the key to the Japanese secret.”

The Dry Gﬁuﬂs Trads,

High collars are still very fashivnable, 2}
and 24 inches being the most popular., Col-
lars to meeting front scam to have the prefer-
ence, although the turned points are in guod
demand. The new style next year will be
the high turn down with a wide band. The
sama style is being brought out in cnffs to
mateh for links.

Imported serges, in navy and black, and
worsteds, in blacks, blues and culors,are hav-
ing their usual demand for the spring trade.
Fine lines in Scotch and Eoglish suitiugs and
fine trouserings are in aclivo request. Fancy
vestings, for which there was more than the
ordinary call during the past fall, are again
a strong featuro of the trade. A class of

of pot very desirable characterin Cana-

ian tweeds turned out by some of the mills
consisting chiefly of shoddy, have been super-
seded by a fabric equally cheap, made of cot-
ton and wool, which is far more durablo and
will be an advantege to the Canadian trade.

A new departure in neglige shirts this sea-
son, which is bound to give great satisfaction
has a soft body, nocoll 1s and attached cuffs.

White collars can ba w..n with these goods,
which make this line & much moro desirable

viuo than vho vid negi-ge. as a ulean winte cul-
lar can be put on each day. This is a sen-
gsible idea and is likely to come more into
fav.r overy day. It will also bo of great
bonefit to the rotail trade, as it will not our-
tail tho sales of white collars, T'heso collarless
neglige shirts are shown in the usual hair-
lino patterus and in small designs on blue
grounds. This line has had a Jargo run in
the States.

It is not at all necessary that a dress
material bo mado in England, Franco or
Germany in order to onsure popularity.
Thoro is & demand in London and New York
just now for genuine Canadian hand-mado
Halifax twoed. A commission has beon sent
by a London firm to a local house hero in-
structing them to prooure all thy can got of
this fubric. Tho production is limited and
very littlo can bo obtained. 'This demand
has been caused through the London public
taking freoly to Harris, skye and other Scotch
homespuns or tweeds. This class of goods
was formerly manufactured exclusively near
the river Twoed, Scotland. The London peo-
ple are buying the Halifax tweed so as to
enable them to show o novelty that will com-
pote with the Scotch tweeds. The Canadian
habitants who make thesa goods have orders
at a considerable advance, which will keep
thorn busy for some months, These home-
spuns are brought out to great advantage in
Norfolk jatkets. ‘The skirts to go with these
aro ratherehort, They areespecially adapted
to golf playing and other outdoor exercises,
Thissuit has a rough Scotch tweed appear-
ance. In domestic mill govds there areshown
& very large range of homespuns, equally
suitable for gontlemen's sults or ladies
costumes, The colorings are principally on
tho light shades, In point of quality thay
are nut tu be eacelled, vnly the best grades of
wool being used. These lines are expected to
bo a leading feature for the summer trade.—
Toronto Globe.
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Employees of the Canadian Pacific Railway
company who had their salaries reduced 5 to
10 per cent. last April have recoived notice
that salaries will be restored.

Owing to the continued mild weather and
the liberal receipta of dressol hogs, the Mont-
real market was weak on Saturday, Dec-
ember 21, and sales of fitteen and tw ntyfive
bunch lotss old at $1.50.

** Your factory belengs to the union, does-
n'tiv?'" asked ths ing usitive parsun,

** Yes, it does,” answered Mr., Maunufac-
turer grimly. ** I used to have a fool notion
that it belonged to me, but I goiover that,””

The demand for dressed beef has been very
slow during the week, says the Montreal
Trade Balletin of Dec. 20, front quarters sell-
ing from 23 to 8¢, while hind quarters brought
1 to 5c per 1b, Manitoba dressed beef in car
lots sold at 5c.
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