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speakers as Principal Grant and Prof. Robertsan, but is it wise
to farce people to wade through a dinney of eight courses when
three or fonr at half the mouey are all that are required 2 OF
coursy, it will be smd these are the views of a Phalisuine, Any-
way, [ Joathe banquets.  You have to die at an hour far later
than usual, and you go is1a disner either in a weak and funtshed
condition, or clse you have regaled yourself before stasting with
a bite in the pantry,  1n either case the digestive processes are
interfered with.  Why not sit down to dimner at half-past sis or
seven precisely to a well.cooked dinmer of four courses, with
wines extra, and get through the speeches, ete, by hall-past ten
or eleven > The average Canadian banquet has  degencrated
into an appalling farce and ought to be reformed.  Buat the
annual dinner, bang a valuable adjunct to the soeial side of the
Press Association, might, with me lification, be retamed.  The
wcehoating excursion provided by Me. Fred Camptiell, was a
very pleasant contnbution 1o the
meeting’s enjoyments.
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Neat to the somal feaure the
ather really important part of the
meeting was the practical informal
discussion on such matters as muns
apal printing, the collection  of
subscriptions, ete. These, v wy
humble siew, are of great value, and
should be enlarged each year so as
10 make the annual mceeting an
open conference, not of set speeches,
but of untestrained eachange of
opimon by membiers of the fratermty
They ought not to be seported
the daidy press.  In fact, there will
always be a tendency towards te
ticence until the ety mewmbers pre
sent are requested ot 1o mention
the matters in their reports, My
own impression s that the pubhe-
iy of the meetings tends 10 keep
city memburs and country members
away rather than to arteact them.
However, all lh'c.«-,- abseivations are
offered i a spanmt of meekness and
with a due conscrousness of my own
insygnificance, and are presented more as an evidence of good
faith than for publication.  The Press \ssociation s a useful
body, and the enlargement of s usefulvess depends upon the
members generally, not upon the executive solely.  For years
the ofticers bave done their duty well, and the secretary has
been a model of energy, but 1t seems to me the amount of
cooperation received from the sank and file 1s linuted.
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THE NEW PRESIDENT OF THE ASSOCIATION.

W. 8 Dingman, editar of The Stratford Herald (daily and
weekly), is a descendant of U.E. Loyalist stock which scttled in
the Bay of Quinte district in 1783 Land where the city of
Utica, N Y, now stands is sud to bave been confiscated from
the Dimgmany as punishmen for loyalty to Britain.

The subject of our sketch is a native of Lambion rounty,
and 1s just past go years of age.  He began as printing appren-
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tice to ‘The Sarmia Canadian m December, 1873, under the
present propsictors of that paper. From 1854 to 18386 he was
comected with The Strathroy Dispatels —fst under A, Ding:
man, s father, as publisher, and latterly with his brother,
1. 1L Diogman, as pubhishers =with the exception of one
vear, 1854 to 1885, spent at Port Arthur as manager and editor
of The Daly Sentinel.  Tn December, 1886, he purchased The
Stratford Herald, and, in March of the following year, began
the issue of the daly.

The Stratford Hesald, under the company management of
himself and lus brother, L. 11 Dingman, has steadily risen in
excellence, and consequently n circulation, until it is now one
of the best Provineral papers e Canada.

While the geueral makeup of the paper 15 highly creditabie
to the profession, 1t s specially worthy of mentton in two points.
FFirst, a teading featuee s aits well stacked columns of excellemt
reading matter, drawn largely froms
local pens throughout the Perth
duistrict ; and secoud, the loyalty it
shows to the Conservative party is
generally strengthened by the know-
ledge that there s a wmeasure of
vnlity i the editorial pen that re-
fuses 10 be led entitely by parnty
constderations.  An evidence of this
was the stand taken by the “aper
un the Mamioba school que tion,

Fhe Herald also gains a power-
ful mfluence, which ss reflected from
the high personal ualities of our
newly elected president. As a citizen
af Steattard he has deeply entrenchied
hmeelt i the estmation of the
public through his general fair mind-
cduess and quiet dignity of manner,
supported by a community of inter-
st all that appettains 10 the
wellare of the ey,

{a puimt of munapal honors,
hee has contented humsell witha seat
at the Collegiate Insutute Board, of
wiich he bas been chairman, and
is now a member of siIx years® stand-
my  Mustc has climmed his atien,
uon somewhat, and b w preswdemt of the Stravford Vocal
Society, a lane and flouwrbhing orgamzation  For some seven
years he has been the chormaster and organist of the Central
Mathodist Churely, which sanks well among the best choirs of
Omario.
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The Herald oceupies its own prennses, a fine three-storey
block, and Me. Dingman’s maodern home, which he built a few
years age, is well and charmingly wifed and mothered by a
daughter of the Rev W, McDlonagh, 10 whom he was marsied
some ten years ago. WOl E

AL C. Bertram, editor of The North Sydney Herald, has
bren reclected masor of that town.  Fe publishes a live paper.

The Windsor “Fribune will beseafier be published by P M.
Fielding, a cousin of the Finance Minister, and James Wood-
worth.



