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blackmailingw~as truc. After ail the evidence had been
given, Mr. J. B. Clarke, Q.C., conitcnded that 'te Mail
and Empire liad fully establishied the truth of the charges,
and asked the Court to give judgment iii favor of the
defendant and dismniss the case. Ris L.ordship reserved
his decision for further consideration, but said that in the
meantime lie would allow the case ta go to tie jury, îvhich lie
did. l'le jury found a verdict for the plaintifl, giving $50
damlages an cach of the two charges. On Septenber 28
his I.ordship delivered his judgmcnt on 'Mr. Clarke's
motion, as lias been said, dismnissiîîg tie case and ordering
Mayor Macdonald ta pay the costs. Ili the course of his
judgaient Judge Meredith said that Mayor Mfacdonald's
having acceptedl $4,50o ta stop) a legal action against the
Street Railwvay Co. lus conduct mliglht propurly be charac-
terized as blacl<mailing.

A \VAN.ouv1-ik Si-îr.-In the libel suit of D r. Brydone-
jack vs. The VTancouver XVorld the jury brought in a verdict
of $5 damlages ; costs reserved.

A STRING OF~IIL SvT'îm -The libel action of Stirton
vs. Giummer, which was tried for the third timte at the last
Guelph aszizes, hias become a cause celebre in the courts, if
only because it is the tirst of a string of libel suits and is still
undetermnined. The plaintifl, Dr. Stirton, is a local dentist
who takes ant active part iii politics on tic Liberal side, and
the defenidant, Mllr. Harry Gummer, is tlie publishier of The
Guelph daily and weekly Ileraid, a ivell-known Conservative
newspaper. The thrice-tried issues between the parties
grew out of the local Provincial election cf 1898, when
Major Mutrie, the Liberal candidate, wvas returtied 1-is
oppontnts petitioned against his rcturn, but subsequently
dropped the protcst. Dr. Stirton thereupon went to The
Advocate office iti Guelph and procured the publication in
that paper of an article, "The Protest Afterniath," whichlihe

practically dictated ta the editor, and which purported ta
be ant interview between lit>. Stirton and anl Advocate
reporter. TIhis article commiented oit the abandonnment
of the protest, attacked 'rite l-lerald and contaîined soute
complinientary refereîuces Io D)r. Stirton. 'l'lie llerald
replied in ant article, "'I on't Get (;a),," attackitig the I 'octor
as the autlior of l'le Advocate article. 'lhle l)octor there.
uipon wrote a letter over his own signature to 'l'li Murcury
and Advocate defending hunîself and assailisng 'Mr. l)owney
tlîe editor of TI'le 1-erald. 'l'lie letter was cominieîted upon
favorably by bath of the paliers tri %hich it appearcd. The
Herald replied with ant articl. agaînst the I octGr, partly ili
prose aîid partly lin ihymne, and -,tilst.,titially reîeatiîig ils
previaus statemnents in the article, "I on't Get (ty

AUl this occurred over twa yuars ago, the whole contio.
versy beîng of a highly persona[ nature. 'lhle appearance
of the Iast article in The H-erald started a legal ruction
which lias been goiîîg an cver silice. 'l'lîre %vere no less
than four libel suits as a resuht of the caîitroversy. Dr.
Stirtoîi opuned the ball wîth an action agaiîist 'l'lie Herald
pubhshur, and Mr. !)owney, The Ikadseditor, followed
on witlî action s against D)r. Stirton and tlie publishers of
The Murcury and Advocate, respectîvely. Stirton v.
Gunimer was'the rirst anc tried. Ili iluis the plaintiff coin-
plained that several acts of grass persanal miisconduct,
during tlie local D)ominion election of îS96 and thet local
Provincial election of iS 93, had been wrongfully iniputed
ta himn iîi both of The lierald's articles. The defendant
justified the alleged imnputationîs as truc in substance and
iii tact, alleged that Ulic plaintiff lîad been the aggressor and
had provoked tie statemrents coniplained of, and that lie
tvas entitled to no damages. 'l'lie tirst trial of Uie action,
in the Spring of 1899, rcsulted in% a verdict for tlîe î>lainzîff
for $5oo and costs. The verdict îuvas appcaled against and
upset, on the grourid of wrongful rejection, l'y tlîe trial
Judge, Mr. justice Ferguson, of D r. Stirton's letter as
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