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Montteal Que.

MoNTREAL, Dec. 28th,—-The buslness done in lumber in
this city thisscason shows a falling ofl.  Insmall lots consider.
able is daing, It there Is but small enquiry for eargo quota-
tions, hieavy consumers not eing dispesed to anticipate the
wants of the future, although it is certain that, tclore long,
there must be an augmentation of valses.  Of some kinds of
lumilxer theze is an acknowledged scarcity.  Measrs. Bulmer's
sale, the beginning of the month, principally of hardwood, was
the biguest auction held here for some years, close on 500 lots
finding purchasers at fair prices,

Sliould the weather be as favorable as during the past month
it is very probable that extensive building operations will he
carried on during the winter, and in that event higher pricesin
some descriplions are nlmost sure to nile.

Last months® sales fell off almost fifty per cent. as compared
with November, 1886, and at present tramsactions, hoth at
wholesale and retail, have been very much diminished.

Following arc the prices ruling at this date :

l‘lnc,utqual y ¥ M $3800 40 oojlBasswood,runof log
Pine,2nd oo 30 oo| cullsout pcr \l. $1800 2000
l’lne |h|pplnx culls Oak, per M. goo 50 00
veesess 1400 36 00]\Walnut, per 00 100 00
Pine, th qualll) Cherry, per M, 80 00 100 oV
dea %ﬁ\ 1000 12 oojButternut, per hl 3500 4000
Pine,mi lculls.e! M 8o0 10 !ultcrnul. wer M. 3500 go00
Suruce, per M. T 1000 13 00|Birch, 1 { ... 2000 3500
nemlock, Pe Q00 10 00 l:ml M:plc. pcr M 2500 3000
Auh.mno ogculls ath, per M........ 1 50 00 LVo
outperM.... ... 2000 25 00;Shing e«. 1st,per M 200 300
.Sh\nules and,perM too 200

Toronto, Ont.
Toroxto, Dec. 29th, 1887.

Meartrending wails of lumber dealers are filling the air.
That embodiment of all evil, the speculative builder, by his
unholy deeds has lessened very materially the profits of the
dealers,  Hence the wails, with more to follow.

It is something peculiar, very peculiar, that a lumberman
who in the past has had to lament the loss of several shekels is
quite ready to supply a bill of lumber to another of these gent-
lemen. ‘The unlimited cheek displayed by an enterprising
builder is amazing. No morta) having the most vivid imagin-
ation could possibly conceive of such a being as the one ahove
mentioned. One of them will walk into ar office and reqquest
figures on a bill of lumber, stxiing in a careless, of-hand way,
as a matter of a0 importance, that he has puschased a quantity
of land and is ahout to erect a number of houses : forgetting
10 add that he has paid the enormous sum of $15 or $20down,
the halance in years to come, The dealer fills the bill, de-
lighted at the prospect of making a good sale. e ay
receive some money when the first draw is imade, with promises
of morc when next the draw come round. ‘I fairy music is
kept up to the last until the dealer tinds, too late, that dollars
have been abstracted from his coffers.

Our dealers ate, par eacellence, the largest hearted men in
this city. They have contributed more to the building of
Toronto than any otherclass.  \While the land dealer will gladly
dispose of land without the payment ofany sum of consequence,
the lumber dealer goes one hetter and supplies lumber to the
penniless adventurer with no security of any kind, knowing
well that the material suppliad will enhance the value of the
property, benefiting the Iand dealer and him alone,  Itis not
10 add to their untold millions that our dealers do business—
perish the thought. Nothing affords them greater pleasure
than to drive through the city and see building after building
erected with the lumber supplied gratuitously by them. So
long as building is actively carried on and the demand for
lumber consexquently gooxl, what care our dealers for money,—
that they may lose, but the monuments crected throughout the
city to the memory of almost every lumberman, afford a solace
for any pang a dealer may feel when notes fall due.

The pleasure of benefiting suffering humanity, represented
in the person of a speculative builder, must be intense, so much
of itis dene. It is painful to think of the quantity of lumber
required to erect buildings throughout the recent additions
made to Toronto. Our authorities did wrong in eatending
the bounds of this city without consulting our lumbermen.
Not one but would have fought against it, as rather overdoing
the thing and as taking a mean advantage of their large, ea-
tensive public spirit.

Gentlemen dealers in  lumber, you are fulfilling what has
been said of old—*¢ It is more blessed togive than recvive.”

Business is quict, very little lumber being sold, in some in-
stances we have heard of picces being cut to work off car lots.
Qur dealers find the stringency of the money market effecting
them very much, builders not getting such large advances as
formerly.

Quite a number of builders are somewhat straightened in
maoncy matters, requiring renewals, some for the whole amount
and others for_part.  From reports circulating we learn that

lhcrc is a large amount or money hcd up in lmlldlngs,nnd that
some dealers have met with considerable losses.  Two months
from the present may in all probability sce » few changes in
the trade,

Prices on the whole are much about the same, good paper
" demanding concessions and receiving them.
Fewer builders and concerted action among the dealers

would be beneficinl to all «oncerned,
CAR OR CARGO LOTS.

and thicker clear picks, American Inapection .. t,u 00§35 o0
l and thicker, three uppers, Amcrican lnspccuon 40 00

and thicker, p tkln;{;: American ln:pcctlou 3000
l‘wa 12dressing :md {1 AU . . 2000 2200
1XIO& 12 FUNL v vhene i en st e e 1500 1000
1x10 & 12 dressing.. 1400 1600
1X10 & 132 common, P, 1200 1300
1x10 & 12 spruce culls.. eetreeeeriae s oo 1100
1x10 & 12 maple culls.,. Cbtesesiaeeneinn ous . 9 0o
vinch clear and pecks.eoieiiveniienne . 400 0o
t Inch dressiizyg and beucr 1300 2000
s inch siding il run.. 1300 1500
1 inch slding common.. 1200 1300
1 Inch slding ship culls 1H00 1100
2 inch siding mifl culls 00 Qoo

Cull scantling.
13 and thIchr cultlng ur plank. .
t tuch strips 4in to Sin mill sun ., .
t inch strips, commou .
i{lnch Hoorlng..

inch ﬁoorlng .......
\. X shingles, sawn..
XX  shirgles, sawn.
Lath, Sawn.

\'ARI) QUO l‘A'l‘lO\%

Mill cull hoards & scantling8io oo, Drcsslnx stocks..... 14 0o€it3 00
Shipping cull boards, pro- Picky Am, Impcctlun 30 00
mlscunu‘ widths . 32 oo]Thtee uppers, Am. Inepect. 40 00
stocks.... 13 00| " 5,

Scamling& joht. upto 161t 13 00)1%° In Iloorlng. dres’ d2j 00 30 00
131t 14 0oJ21¥s rough .. 1300 135 00
. 201t 3§ 00lsdf * ** dres’d .. 2300 2§ 00
“ e 22t 16 00 o yndres’d 1§ w
* 294t 37 00 o dres'd... 1600 2000
* 20 (t 13 00, s undres'd 1200 14 00

- 281t 19 o) Bcadcd nhcctlnx.drcs\
. * St 20 00 20 00
ot 321t 21 00 Clapbo;\rdlng. ‘dreyt d 12 50

” R TY {3 XXX sawn «hlnglu

.. 22 508422 S0] perM.. 275 29
. " t 24 00)Sawn, l.:l . 223
- * 381t 27 o]Red 02 . 2000 2300
. 40 t0 44 ft 3000\\'h\te ‘ . 2300 3 o0
Cutting u pl:mh 1% and Basswood 18300 2000
Ihltl\cr ........ 25 00, {26 oo]Cherry, No. 1 & 2... 3000 6000
- lmanl ..... 13 00 ,20 oo}\White ash, 1 & 2 2500 30 00
Black ash.s &3. .. 2000 28 00

Goderich, Ont.

Goberien, Dec. 28th.—The market here is very quiet;
the usual heliday calm.  Dealers throughout the country are
preparing to “take stock,” and overhaul the years business
before miaking a fresh start for the new year.  Little will be
done before the end of January. The business of 1887 has
teen fairly good at this point,

The expectation is growing that at no very distant date this
will be a terminus of the Canudian Pacific Railway. Should
this be realized all industries would lie increased and benefited
--none more so than the lumberman’s.

Prices remain as last quoted.

PRICES IN CAR LOTS,

rinchMitCulls ..., $8 oo@ 8 %o
1x6-8-10 & 12, COMMON ...vvvvnnnnrnnns 12 00
1x6-8-10 & 12, dressing ......oL.. . . - 16 00
1x14, and wider, common ........... 12 GO
IX14, ‘* ¢ dtcsing .............. 16 00
1 ,.{ drcssmg ........................ 16 00

......................... 16 o0
l,{ I\orway pmc ﬂoonn;, ............... 14 00
1 e 14 00
1 inch clear and picks.... . . 26 oo
1 inch clear and picks 4 o 8inch....... . 25 00
13 Jand 1%, clear and picks............. 35 00
Tath 184 feete e ennennnnennnn e, . 1t 8s

Ottawa, Ont.

DEc. 28th.—Very little change is noticeable in the state of
trade here compared with last month. Consequent upon the
holidays there has been the usual cessation in trade, but imme-
diately after the opening of the new year we may look for the
wsual activity.

A large body of our lumbermen attended the sale of timber
limits in Toronto the middie of the month, but made few
purchases.  They scemed to have made up their minds that
the sale was going to be rather slow and prices small, but in
this they were disappointed.  Mr. Alex Fraser, of Westmeath,
or Pembroke, was the largest buyer from the Ottawe district,
and in fact almost the only buyer among the large capitalists,
He purchased the limits in entire township of Divine some
§3% square miles for $182,525.  The largest price per sqaare
wile obtained at the sale was for berth No. 1 of the township
of Livingstone, which included cight squarc miles.  This was
purchased by J. W. Pack of Alpena, Mich., for $6,350 per
square mile.

The Ottawa lumbernien, although much dissatisfied with
the obstinacy of the government in referenice to the ground
tent and crown dues question, are rather resigned to their fate
and say they expect nothing from the government,

During the past season 214,000,630 fect of Tumber have

Deen shipped by water from Ottaws, and 180,000,000 feet: by~

mil, m'\king A lolnl 0f394.000,ooo feet, of which it is estimated
206,000,000 was shipped to the Unfted States, while bulk of
remaining 98,000,000 went to England,

The following are the ruling prices at this date :

[repm———

I)imemlolu. Inches, Jer M,
T S .|ox|
RS W12
" ‘12 ,” $3.00
* 5 el
seiec ‘ on Jlmcnslons $.50to 9.00
(.ull shl]m.nln lh cL sm7\vldc eieseeeanes 7.00 to 8.00
Ml CULOUtS....oel v eeeaens
" e veiee e eeenaes 400 1O .
‘“‘"‘-’-""“;::::;. SR 1200
. c““’:::::::::::: .......... 700
Laths...... evesiens . L e ereean o 1.2
Stock shorts, 12x 1. e e e 10.00
I Inch s!dln{z outs, l}{. l}{. 3 15.00
* outs om shorts, U{. lss. ................. 0.%0 ta 7.00
Outs [rum sluc ) LoL82X1)
RSN 12 l(% 10,00 t0 12.00
" “ G2
125
2.00
300
2.00 10 2.7
' cedar, culls .28

Diflerence in pl:mcd lumber, ln \v:mc and plaulug

$.00
Ditto, on average goodd stuck 20.00 tu 25,00

Hnmnlton, Ont.

Mill cull boards and . ‘Dressing stocks......$ 600 1800
scantlings.... ... 9 oofi 10 oo[1 i tlooring, rough 1600 1300
Shipping cull boards, 18 tloor ng, rough. . 1600 1800
promiscuons widths. 1000 12 00j10¢ tlouring, dreased . 2300
Shipping cull stocks. 13 001 w: ng, dressed 3200
Scantling andjolst up flooring, dressed . 2300
to 6 fect.. 1300 ll ;u_cd shieeting 1. .. 3800 3000
do up to 15 feet .. 13 o} Picks,Am. ins! ction KX
doupto2oieet.. 1300 Threcuppers Am. In, 4€ 00
do up to22feet ...... 15 00| XXX sawn 4hlnglc1 2606 250
do up to 2 feet ... 16 o0jSawn Lath.........
do up to 20 feet 17 oo]Red Oak....
do up to 23 fect 13 00| \White Oak........
do u‘) to 3o feet 20 0o Basswood Nu. 1. & 2.. 1
Cutting up plank 1% Cherry No.y & 2 50 00
and thicker, dry.... 2 00 2500]\White Ash No. 322, 2300 3000

Cutting upboards. . 25 00] Black Ash, No. 14 2. 2000 2500

Saginaw Valley.
CARGO LOTS.

Uppers . o ... .. 36 006135 oo Norway . s i .. Q00 2050
Common . ... .. 1500 2000HBox . . ... .. 1000 10 S0
bhlm‘ing Culls S oo lo sobtmlght measure . . 1200 33 W
YARD QUO FATIONS—CAR LOTS DEY.
Drop Siding.
Cleay, 38in . . . .. ootego 00 G, Hin 00
:\’.....%ooixoo [ 5 Y ’}?)oo
B ... 36 ool

Flooring and Siding—Dressed.

Flooring, clear,d & m 46 ooSidlng. clear, 55 in. 22 00
No.t .. . . 3100 . 20 00
No.2 . . .. 30 u e e e s e 17 00
No.3 . . .. e e e e 14 00
No.¢ . . . 13 D e e e e e 12 00

I-um/mlg Lumber—Rough.

lhrce ug»pcxs. sin. 43 oo(uz oo Fine Sommon, 1 in.. 2500 3t 00
. &2 . 3200
\clccls. 1in, . . 5 0 00'C, 7. 8 &qin, . 25 00
i &2in, . . ztoqln No. 1 40 00
o 2 .. . 30 00
. No.3 .. .. 20 00
Coffin boards 16 in. and over 16 oo

Joist, Scantling and Timber,
121018 feet . . . 10 azfeet. . . .. 12 00
20 feet . . . . 11 24 feet . . . . 1300

Plank and timber, 12 inches wide, $1 extra,
Wide Select and Common—Rough.

C (No. 1 com.) 13it1. and up 28 oD (common) 14 in. and up . 16 00

Lath, Shingles and Pickets.
l.ath‘ !\o.x SN 1 40Country brands XXX 3 25 335
t 23 Clear butts . 225 233
Shlngles,ﬂ\er brands 3408 3 P kts.z to 2% in rough u 00 1300
.o 34 20 00
Clear butts . . . 240 : 5 |}{ln.squarc.drcssed 1400 3900

St. John, N. B,
St. John, N. B,, Dec. 27th, 1887.

Business has been fairly good for the month,  Four mills,
Hilyand’s, Adams & Gregory’s, Miller & Woodman’s and
Cushing’s are still running and will not shut down until cold
weather forees it. The only boom there is to note, however,
is with the shingle mills, which have had a prosperous season,
Three firms, Guoter, Cowan and Stetson & Jordan, are still
running and the last named, having piled cedar, will run all
winter.  Gunter & Co. will huild an addition to their mill,
after osing. A further indication of the state of trade is
found in the huilding of Miller & Woodman’s new shingle mill,:
which will have eight inachines-—not twenty, as reported —and
also claphoard and stave machines, with passibly a rotary.
This mill, by the way, is about completed. The machines
will be placed this winter and it will begin operations in the
spring.

A carclu) estimate places the season's cut of fourteen lumber
mills in this vicinity at 155,000,000 sp. ft.  Five shingle mills
have already sawed 55,000,000 shingles. The lumber cut is
below that of last scason, owing to the freshets which shut
down all the mills above the harbor.

The Annyrance mills are still in operation and will run
until February.

chom of the lnuldmg of new mills, changes and improve-
-ments.come quick :and fast. W, H. Murray, of Tndiantown,



