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Wwhile musing upoh many things, with my eyvas
saring up the steeets of New York, said I, What
£aly (ur the like of ma to come out te & country
like this, in opes of making @ fortune! thoy have
plenty of iroys here, as well as in Scotland; it is
rensonabio to supposn that the people wili pre.
vide fur theic own chisldean, in prafereace ta those
of girangers. ‘Fhis thought confirmed me that
it wae my wirdom to return homo with ail con-
vanient speed; for 1 had ouce determined to
denert the ship on our arcival at New York,

¥iaving finished our lnding, we tade farwell
to America, ahout the heginng of Octabor, and
happy wes 1 to see the vessel’s taw hearing
homewards. { began to pluck up spirit, and
tatk more briskly ta the crew. When ncac the
ongd of our voyage, I hegsnto conmder what
kind of reception 1 was likely to meet with at
homs. [ determined to prepare my way by
writing & penitential lettar tn my father, sulicit.
ing his forgrreness, and that he would aga.sn
permil wme to enjoy his paternal care, promising
to he an abedient san a0 tong ns hireath wag 1n
oy hody, assuring him that 1 had nevey seen
the value of hame 0l 1 lefl it, that aaw lus
house sppeafed a polace, and the field behing,
ta which | used to play, & perfect paradise.  Oa
arriving ot Greenuck, I put my letter nto the
past-affice, and longed for an anewer o abou
sight duys it came, in which he exprossed the
greatest readiness to recsive mo home, provid-
od | was sincere in my grofeseians.  Having
oblnined the captain's pocmussion, § set off for
hormin a happy may. When | secived within &
fow miles of my native tawn, my heart was
no full af joy, thut § suppased every htude of
grase was pleased st my setours: but when [ saw
1oy mother, T burst aut into tears, begged her
forgiveneas a thourand tunes ovar, fell down &
my faiber's fee}, doing the same 1o him, kisged
sl my brothers and mistars, then ran to the gar
den 1o sva if the trees § had planted stsll ramain
ed; | wae so teanspaiied ‘o see my trees once
more, that I actually hirsed them too,

In she evening the family assembled to pray-
ers My futher read Luke xv, from the 11th
verse.  Afier raading to the end of the chapter,
he addreased us to the following purpart:

My dear frisnds and childian, You have
seen in the histary of the prodigal, and also in
that of my penrasna Bichard, a picture of us all
hy nature,  Like lost slicep we ran sway fram
God, and songht happiness from same olher
sourees: hut happineag cannnt be fouad hut in
God. 1o him s Iife, light, prace; prrdon, and
avery gond. O therefore seek tha Lard while
he mav be fuund, call spun him while beis near.
L.et the wicked umong you forsske his ways,
and the untrhienus man his thoughts; return
uate the Lord, and he will have morey upon
you, and te aur Gud. and ke «ill abundautly
pardng  What a pity, vea, bow dongerous to

live withaut God a sinple day, for then vou livel

without hopr; to din in su~h circumatancer wonld
be dreadful At death, the wicked are instantly
tutned e hell, and wlf who forget God, the
sober as well as the profligate. O think of the
Isve of Jesus to out perung warld,  He loft
his Father's house to seek pror wandering sheep;
he tived nnd died, the just for the wvnjust, to
biing them hackio God. It 1 nnt man, but
Gnd,,’who commieads you to bolisve in the $avi-
out.

Dn thie we sl knosled to prayer; my fa(lwri
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treturned a thousand thanks ta the God of heaven
for preserving me duting the manths of my Gully,
and prayed carnestly to God that I might be
born again: shat 3 might sus the sinfulness of my
waye, and the glory of Jesus; and bg & monu.
ment of the excevgding richies of saving sovereign
merey. § believe that wiiile my father was ye!
sposking, God hoard his prayers fur me, bacauss
I then began for the first time to perceive my
heart a fountain of wickedness. [ xaw mv past
contuet 10 he rebellion agawmst Goe, 3 woll as
agawat my (ather. The prayer was no sooner
onded than 1 cried aut, Father, what shall I do
to he saved? he wmstaatly replied, My dear san,
behave in the Locd Jesus Christ, and thau shalt
he saved.

Richined turned out (0 be an excellent young
wman, heioved by aif who fesred Jesun, e lived
to & gaad old age, walking in the fear of the
f.ord, and in the comforts of the Haly Spirit
tndeed Lie hield fast the baginming of his coufi
dence in Christ, and rejmced in hope af glosy
witly tum, so Jeng as bresth was in his body—
wod most cheerfully lnd down his mactal life
when the Lord's appointed time ntriyed.

May we who read this history, live by the
«nime faith, and die depending on the ssme Sa-
vionr?

MISCELLANEOQUS.

o -

O)f the prodigious Chesnul- Trees on Mount Etoa,
with same other curious Poarficulars; from My,
Brydane’s Towr, &e.

Conctuded
When we came near the sen, I was desirous

s see what farm it had assurzd in meehing with

the water [ wentto examine it, and found &t

had deove ack the waves for upwards nfa mle,

and had furmed & large black high prom-mtary,

where befurw it was deep water.  Thin lava, 1

imngaed, from its barcenness, for it 1 as yet co-

vored with a very scanty soil, had ron  from the
muuatain but & few ages ago; hul was surgrised
to be informed by Signar Becupers, the histori-
grapher of Eina, that this very Inva in mention.
ed by Diodorus Siculus to have buest from Etna
that this very lava is mientioned by Diodorus
Sicutus to have burst from Etna tn the time
of the second Punic war, when Syracuse was
hesicged by the Romans. A detachment was
seat fram Taurominum to the relief of the besie-
ged. They were stopped on their march by
shis stream of lava, which had reached the sea
hafore their arrival at the funt ofthe mountain,
ang entirely cut ofl their passage; and oliliged
them 1o retarn by the back of Etna, upwards of

100 miles about.  Hiw nutharity for thie, he tells

me, was taken from inseriptions bn Roman mo-

anments found on this Inva and that-it was Like-
wise wuil ascertained by many of the old Sicili-
an avthate.  Now as this e about 2000 vesrs

ago, nne would havs imagined, if lavas have s

regular peagress in becoming ferttle ficlda, that

jthis must Jong sgo have become at ieast arable:
this however is not tho case, aud it is as yet on-

Iy covered with a very scanty vegetation, being

incapable either of producing corn or vines,

Thero are indeed pretty lacge trees growing in

the crevices, which ave full ol a very rich earth;

but in sl probatulity it will be some hundred
years yet, hefore there ia enough of this {0 render
it of any use to the praprietors, =

In the lowaat part of the firsf regicn of Eins,
the hLinrvast is alinost over;; but in the upper patts
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ENTERTAINER

of the samn region, near the confines of the He.
gions Sylvola, it will mot begin yet for scveral
weeks.

As Recupera, who is o facetions and an agrea.
rble compagion, wes kind ennugh to st agand
des! with me during my ronfinement, § have
wathered many requarks from lus convervatios,
that may perhiaps be worthy of your attention.

The variety of waters about Etne, he telh
me, is altogether astonistiag. [ lave alceady
inantianad the Flume Freddo, or the siver of
Acie! Recupara confirms what 1 had bcen told -
afit.,  There s a Inke on the north of the moun-
taia, of about thtee miles in circumference, which
receives severnl conmderable rivers; yel, al-
thoug!t there in no aprarent outlet, it never over.
flows its banks. 1 aupgented that there might
probably be x sublerranrons communication be-
iwist this and the Frume Fredda,  He ssid thers
was no resemblance in the qualiny of their watersy;
however, I thiok it is pratinble, that in the courae
of so many mifes, through the caverns of Etng,
full of xalts aud of minecals, ot may buth xcquits
us cold and its vitriohe qualities.

There is annther lake an the top of » mouniaio
ta the west of Etna, the haitam of which could
never be found. It is ohiserved nevar sitherto
rise or fulf, Lut alwuys preaerves the same laxsl, |
1t is undoubtedly) the ceater of that mountaia
{which is ali of bural matter) converted into &
take. 'Fhe river which supplies the batheo”
Caltanin is of n very different nafure: it never
eontinues the same, biut is perpetually changin
{ts current is fur the wiost purt confined undgr
greund by the favas; but sometimes it burat qut
with such vialence that the city has suffered
greatly fram it; aud what is still mnre unfertu.
uate, these eruptions are genorslly followsd by
some epidemical distemper. It has now .heen
constantly ditminishing for these two years pad,
and 19 st present nlmost reduced ta nothing.
They ara ta pecpatual dread of ite breaking out,
and laying waste their fieldy, asit has so oftes
dona befure. What is excerdingly singular, it
gnerally bursts out afiera long tract of the
driest and warmest weather. The Etnean acy. -
demiy have never been able to sccount for this
singular phmnomenon. § think it is most praba.
hie that it srises from the meiting of the anows on
Etnn, but § shinll not pretend to say how, Thess
perhans, avesdilling the caveras that usually re-
reive their water, the surptus is carried off inte
this river.

The river of Alcantara certainly takes is viss
from the melting of these snows,” lts waters,
observed, are cxarily afthe rame whitish colour
»s all the rivera are, that sun from the Glacien
amonpet the Alps.  There are scveral pesiodh-
cal springs on Eton, that flow anly during the
day, and s\ap during the night. These ton, an
naturally acd easily aceaunted for from the me:
ting of the snows; for they melt only during the
day, being hard froze every night, even in the
hntieat seasen.  There sre likewine a variety
poisanaus springs, some of so deadiy a qualily,
that birds and ticasts hava often beea found lyiag
dead on their banks, from having drank of theit
water. Bat (what s perhaps still more singulat)
Recupern told me, that about twenty yeuss 3g9,
there apened & rent in the mauntsic, that fors
considerable time sent forth so strong’s vapost,
that fike the lake Avernun, birds were absolutely
suflcated in flying nverat.
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There are any caverns where the air is 3



