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- OPENING OF THE NEW

ecuti )

th:::i;:;iﬁs anfl of the .legislative' authority in
mony had : h~50 that, in .somc sort, the cere-
England has Character of its own that modern
been no lack nefve,- witnessed before.  There has
OCCaSiOnS‘ ‘W] “’ pomp m?d splendour o.n.mzmy
military off hen the Leglslatt}re, the civil :'md
have been dCTrS, the corporations and the h}<e,
of Mondav uly prr.csented. l?ut t.he occasion
stands qu‘it’ \m 'reahty m.\d historic meaning,
ning of a ne )}v 1tsc.lf. 1t is not only th.e .bcgm.
Stituti()n;; bcw'cra‘ in the oldest o.f our l.\nn‘g.m.
form of tiym it \v'1ll be the embofhmcnt 1.n visible
the imag] dt.am‘.lent order \\{hfch carn'cs back
It was igatmn to the very ong.m.s of t_bxs realm-
to COnvLertn(]: thuug.ht (}f the Mm\ster. in charge
building. \?e dedication to the public of anew
Symboﬁé in 1tselfl so often a ‘ba.r\jen fon.n, mtq a
out of Tftmona\ O'f that prlmmvc‘Curla‘R.chs,
Cabiney \\' hich l’ar!\ament, (,ovum:ll, M‘mlstry’
but fr(m, dl?q Law Courts, ‘;111 alike, have 1s§tle(i ;
devels bW hich the Law Cm}rts'wcrc the first to

p into clear and organic life.

and offices which were
hall, the Courts of Jus-
QOur

Of all the institutions
d'“]y represented in the
;‘uc(;clg:]) the furthest bafck into t'hcA past.
HOuts‘e ()Sf) bécm was a Ehmg of ;mnqu‘xty whon th.e
was full ommons first e‘mcrgcsl into view s ]t
it clear tglii(:wil before the (:r.cat Charter : nor 1s
it. "Fhe P;-' .1'16‘ LonfumSt did 1}1«)1‘(: than }‘C(?Elst
er and thl\)l(.ouncﬂ and the Garter, the b!)eak-
dignitics m':l E;d ‘May:or, dukes and princes,
50 anciont (0 ces which seem to the layman
anti “Th ‘“_% things (.)f ye.stcn_lay to the legal

b quary beside the historic offices of the law.
R;]? i:c:\e C.hanccllors an?d Masters of the
Barons of :]cf:‘ncv of the Conqueror: and the
as his younltrAxT.hequc‘r are heardAof as carly
prede(‘,esg()‘-b(’fbt\[z’f)n.‘ Seven c.cnturlers‘ ago the
ship of (i]c ;) Ahl. Gladstone In the': I'reasurer-
vear of Kin(:h}g lcquer tul‘l,s us how, in lhe. 23rd
in the \Vutclrl enry Il,“he 5:;11 by the window

‘ atch-tower near the river Thames,” and

resolved - .
: to record his learning in the duties of

;}Cl:ifizctl;]equﬂ'and it.s offices. And so he de-
perience hqdutlcfs wlnclll tra‘ditlon and long ex-
May recorc‘\s ﬂldl\ght' him, just as Sir Erskine
as n thing.e\-‘)e ancient custom of Parliament,

e recognizfg({vn\ thcn‘ of almost venerable age.
in the o rl. Ir. Gladstone m'l Monday, not
office of Cham’ cd style of Premier, but in the
f ncellor of the Exchequer: an of-

Ce, inde . ! . .
’ ed, that was not created till the Exche- 1 organism, after eight centuries,

SNGLAND.

CoURTS OF
quer had been centuries old, but which still is
anterior to the House of Commons. His epis-
copal predecessor, who wrote the famous Dia-
logue, takes us back to the whole apparatus of
the Court—to the oblong table withits checkered
cloth to count the money withal, and the melter,
and the tallies, and the clerks, and the method
of accounts (here you must have the eyes ofa
lynx, says he). And then he goes on to tell us
of the Chancellor, and his clerks, and his office,
and the Marshal, and then of the Court of Ex-
chequer and its officers, and how men traced up
the functions of the Exchequer to the English
kings before the Conquest, and how ‘the King
in the Royal Court himself decrees right by law
sitting in his own person.

The Great Charter affected, but in no way
remodelled the Courts of Justice; but, since its
17th section requircd the Common Pleas ‘to be
held in some certain place,’ the causes between
subject and subject were henceforth fixed at
Westminster ; and so began that system of dis-
integration in eur administration qjustice, which
has gone on increasing for nearly seven centuries
down to the re-integration of our own time, the
visible result of which we have just installeds
How often do we notice in those vast transfor-
mations of some persistent force in nature or
society, where through long epochs the tendency
to divergence is counteracted by equal cfforts
towards union, that the full maturity of the or-
ganism reverts to the simple unity of the original
germ ! ‘That is precisely what we sec to-day in
the long evolution of our legal system. 1t began
even before the conquest in the primitive single
Court. Under the administrative genius of the
Norman and Plantagenct Kings and the judicial
instinct of our race it gradually threw out
special, local, and anomalous organs. The an-
omalics at length swelled into an incubus, till the
recuperative cnergy of the system, by a series
of vigorous crises, has established at last an
organic unity. It is the triumph of civilization
to reduce to orderly working the active powers
which in ruder times were held by arbitrary
The unity which, in the days of the
Confessor, the Congueror, Henry Beauclerc, and
Henry of Anjou, was the simplicity of mere inex-
perience, is achieved in the days of Victoria,
after eight centuries of strong life, by the har-
And that judicial
is as much

bounds.

mony of mature science.



