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eUieforce, ancd of the legislative' authority in

these islands. So that, in some sort, tlw cere-

rflony had a character of its owin that modemn

England has neyer witinessed hefore There has

been nu lack, of pomp and splendour on nafly

occasion,,, wvhen the Legislattre, the civil and

inilitar*y officers, the corporations and the like,

have beeîn clly represcnted. But the occasion

of NMoida~y, ib rcality and historic meaniflg,

stands quitc Iby itself. Lt is flot only the begin-

ilig ()f -1 iIew cra ib tbe oldest of our living in-

stitutions, blit it wvîll l>c the enl)odhlOCflt in visible

fornm of that ancient order wvbichi carrnes back

the illagination to the very origins of t.his rcalîmi

Lt was a fine thoughit of tle Ministei' ini charge

tO convert the dedication to the pub)lic of a ne"'

býuilding9, ib lîself s0 ofteni a barren forni, loto a

syrl)olic mlemiorial of that primitive Curia Regis,

out1 uf w'hich I>arliament, Couincil, NI inistry,

Caibinet, and Law' Courts, ail alike, have issued

but froml which the La Courts were the first tc

develop lOto dlean and onganic life.

(-f ail the instituitions and offices whichi wýer(

CIuly represcnted in the hall, the Courts of Jus

lice 9.0 the furthest back loto tIse past. Ou

judiciail sYsteri was a thing of aniut\vhl('n th

H'"tse uf Commn-ons first ernerged loto \'iew -,

'vas ftull grown before the Great Charter :nor i

it clear that the Conquest did mo<re than rcav

'til. The rix y Council and the Ganter, the Speal

er andi the Lord Mlayor, dukes and prince

dignities and offices N\hichI sec,, to the layriai

s0 ancient, aethings of yesterday to the leg

antiquary beside the historic offices of tle la' 1

There w~cre Chancellors andi Matrof tl

Roils in the timne of the Coniqueror ,and tI

Barons of the Excheciuer aire hecard of as car

as his youlngest son,. Seveni centuies ago ti

Predeccssor of M r.l adstone in tle Treasur(

ship of the Excheqnier tellj us ho\\., in the 23

year of King H enry il., lie sat I1w the windg

in the 'vatch-toN\er. near the river 'ihamies,- a

res<)lvced to record his learning in the duties

the Exehequer andl its ollýices." And so lie

scribes the duties whichi tradition and long

Perience bad taught hlmii, just als Sir Ersk

May records- the ancient custoi of IlanliamE

as aI tbing eveni then of alinost venerall a

We reCognizcd MIr Gladstone oni Monday,

in the new-fangled style of Premier, but in

office Of Chancelîlor of the Excheqtier an

fie, ndcccl, that w~as flot created tili the ltxc
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querhadbecncenuris old, but which stillis1

anterlor to the House of Commons. i ps

copl pedceS5r~ ho wvrotc the famous Dia-

logue, takes us back, to the whole apparatUS of

thc Court-to the oblong table with its checkered

cloth to counit the moncy withal, and the inciter,

anc1 the tallies, andi the clerks, and the rnethod

of accotints (here yoU mnust have the eyes of a

lynx, says he). And then he gocs on to tell us

of the Chancellor, and his clcrks, and his office,

and1 the 'Marsh ai, and then of the Court of Ex-

chequer and its officers, and howv men traced up

the funictions of the Exchequer to the EngliSh

kings hefore the Conquiest, and bowv 'the Kinig

in the Royal Court hiniself clecrees right by law

sitting ini his own persoil.'

The Great Charter affected, but in no way

remodelled the Courts of justice ; but, since its

17 th section re(1 nired the Cominon Pleas 'to be

held in somre certain place,' the causes betweefl

subject and subject Nverc henccforth fixed at

Westmi-inster ;and so began that systeT of dis-

integration in our administration o4 jutie hich

-h as gonie on increasifig for nearly severi centuries

r clown to the rc-iteoration of our owO timie, the

e visible resulit of wbich we have just installed.

t Il ow often dlo Nv notice in those vast transfor-

s iWtiOf~ o som pesistn force in nature or

it society, whec through long epochs the tendencY

t0 divergence is counteracted by equal efforts

s, tosvards union, that the full nmattrity of the or-

n ganismn reverts 10 the simple unity of the original

i gerni ,[bat is precisely what we sec to-day in1

,v. tl1w long evoltiti0fl of our legal systen. Lt began

we even before the conqtiest in the primitive single

wi Court. U oder the admiînistrativ'e geitis of the

-ly Norman and P>lantagcnlet Kings and the judicial

he instinct of our race , it graduially thre\v out

>17- special, local, and anornalous orgafis. T'he an.-

rd omnalies at lengthi swelled mbt an incubus, tilI the

,)v recuiperative energy of the systern, by a series

rid of vigorouis crises, has estal)lisbied at last an

of orgaflic unity. Lt is the triumrph of civilizatîon

l-treuce t0 ordcrly Nvorkîng the active powvers

ex- Wvh"ch in ruder tilTies wec held by arbitrary

mne bounds. The tinity which, ini the days of the

*nîj, Confessor, the Conqueror, Henry Beauclerc, and

ge. Henry of Anjou, Nvas tlw simplicity of mere inex-

ntperiece, is acbieved tri the days of Victoria,

the after eight centuries of strong life, by the bar-

of- lrony of mature science. And that judicial

11e- orgaiisrri, after eight centuries, is as iriuch


