
(IERMANY AFTEII THE WAR

inisisted on their delivering up eaeh
week a number of eggs, fixcd accord-
ingr to thep number of their poultry,
at the Komnmandatur. If the right
niumber was nlot forthcoming, a stiff
fine hiad to be paid. At certain sea-
isons the inhabitants liad to colleet a
certain weight of nettle-stalks and
bring them in. The Germans had a
habit of coming unexpectedly into a
kitchen just before meal-time, inspcct-
ing whiat was being cooked on the
range, and if the fare was good, cent-
maiideerinig it for their own use and
ftning the people for living too well.
The searclih after concealed arms was,
of course, extremely thorougli. An old
Frencliman, a splendid old veteran of
the war of 1870-71, told me a good
deal about the petty bullying by the
Germnans in his village, by the Prus-
sians in particular. There was a
Pruia1n N.C.O. of a particularly ob-
noxious type in the small village
wbere lie lived. And, as the old man
confistently refused to greet any of
the Germnans, when lie saw them, the

Prusia N..O.used every opportun-
ity of miaking the old man's life a mis-
ery. On one occasion lie headed a
house-to-house scarcli for concealed
arm. The old man's rifle-lie was too
much of a soldier to want to give it up
to hi-, old encmies--was hidden in a
smail eellar beneatli the kitchen floor.
The N.C.O. came into the cottage and
began searching. Rie came on the
trap-door above the cellar and des-
eended the steps, the old man follow-
ing bim witli an axe in his hand. Had
the Prussian found tlie rifle deatli
would have corne to hini very quickly.
But lie did not find the place where it
was concealed, and probably neyer
knew liow nearhle was te deatli. The
old man told tlie story in most dra-
matic fashion.

Aithougli, for the most part, the
Frenchi population maintained a cool

a.nd dignified attitude towards the
Germians, no country can be oecupied
for four long years witliout cases of
fraternization and treacliery occur-

ring. 'The courts now sittiug in
France will, no dJouht, flnd some
cases, where Frenchi people did actu-
ally help the Germans and informed
on their own people. Some Frenchi
women did marry Germans and went
back te Gerinany with thcmi wlien the
German forces- retreated, for their
own people would have nothing to do
with them. But many of these women,
it is only fair to state, were women
whose private life was nlot above re-
proadli. The suspicions of the Frenchi
against some of their own people were
often ill-founded, and based on rumour
and prejudice. Monsieur M- of
Les Brébis, on the Britishi aide of tlie
ue, near Lems, one of tlie wealthiest

colliery proprietors in France, very
courageously-and, no doulit, for the
sake of example to the people, who
were keeping the mines going-stayed
in lis ehatean, within four miles of
the Front line from August, 1914,
riglit up te the end of the war. The
chatcau, the White Chatean, as it was
called, a brigade headquarters, was
very little slielled by the Germans dur-
ing the first thrce years of the war.
Whenever a sheil did faîl in the cia-
teau grounds, Monsieur M-'s gar-
deners quickly filled in the sliell..hole
and removed the débris, and the
grounds looked as peaeeful and beau-
tiful, as if they liad been on the coast
of Normandy, instead of within a
couple of miles of ruined Vermelles.
But the villagers of Les Brebis, who
had no love for the hard old capitalîst,
as they called Monsieur M-, said
that there was a lot of German capital
in M-s mines, and tliat M-
hîmself was in league with the
"Boche" and tliat was wliy the
dhateau escaped destruction. If those
villagers lad stili been ini Les Brébis,
as Monsieur M- was, after the Ger-
mans broke through our "ancient and
lonourable Allies", the Portuguese,
in April, 1918, and had tley been able
te sec what was left of the chateau a
montli later, they would liave liad
reason to "doubt furiously" cither tlie


