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stationary character of the Grammar Schools, and the unsati

. factory working of Union Schools —operating to the disadvt&,
tage of both the Grammar and Common Schools. Ih hejm ]
urged by trustees and supporters of Grammar Schools roughe-
out all Upper Canada to devise some remedy for thes&’ defech
and evils of the Grammar School system. In 1860 !’inad '
official tour of Upper Canada ind Jeld ia aekool com@@q l§
each county, with a special - view io the xmgrovengen}' soE Qxe
Grammar Schdols. In each of these county ctm,y.gﬂtlons,
stated the case of the Grammar Schools, the nature-ahd’ defécts
of the law, and the remedies- which had been propesed.- Fie-[.
quested suggestions, and the expression of the opinions of the
parties present. These conventions comprised, of course, but
a small portion of the inhabitaits of cach county; but the
clergy, magistrates, local superintendents; - and trustees of:
schools, and all persons interested in the progress of education,
were invited by circular to attend them 3 ; the places” where
they were held, usually the County Court House, were gener-
ally crowded, and representative persons from most of the
townships of the county were present, so that each conven-
tion might be fairly regarded as expressing what ‘would be the
opinion of the great majority of the county when ‘acquainted
with the subject.

I append a copy of the resolutions adopted at these county
conventions—resolutions, not one of which was’ submltted or
prepared by myself, but which were prepared and submitted at
the conventions as the result of the consultations held. (See
Appendix'A.) The rural pomons of these conventions were

most earnest, and all but unanimoug in favour of assimilating |

the Grammar to the Common School system, in regard to the
condition and distribution of " the Leglshtxve Grant. Mauv
municipal councillors attended these conventions, and only two
(as far as T could learn) dissented from that view." In two in-
stances the county councils were in sesswn, and- adjourned to
attend the convention, at which the wardens preslded ; and in
each case the councillors, including the "wardens, were unani-
mous in favour of the proposed arrangement in regard to county
assessment for Grammar Schools, and makmg them: free to the
youth of counties,

The ob]ect of the Grammar School Bill now before Parlia-
ment is to give effect to what was so generally approved at the
county conventions referred to, and which appears to me, after
years of consideration, and consultatxou, ta be the eagiest, the | W
most equltable the most national, and the most effectwe ‘means
of improving the Grammar Schools.  For convemence of re-
ference, I append a copy of thxp B\ll the leading objects of
which are to provide for the apportlonment of the Leglslatlve
Grammar School Fund to counues upon. the same terms and
conditions a8 that of the Commou SchoolsA and - ;o provxde for
the accommodation and further support of Grammar Schools
by the city, town, and vxllage corporatwns wnthm the limits of
which they are smmted _ (See Appendix B.) . _

The second section of the Bill may be- amended. by substltut-

ing for the words “ shall anaually levy ” “skalt Aave authority
annually to levy,” &c.; and adding, sfter the words ¢ Common
Schools,” the words * provided also that the corporation of
each county shall have authority to exempt from said rate such
portions of the county as it may judge expedient.”

.-The assessment required to fulfil the conditions of the Bill,
has been stated by financisl men in several countjes- to amount

Ttp all t%ne county youth of Upper Canada.

perty; yet by the aid of this small assessment, the Grammar
SEhool Fund will be doubled; the average apjpurtionment to
mh,\ggammar School will be $8350, and of course more to the

ger G}ammar Schools ; and the Grammar Schoo!s will be free
Trustees will be
alﬂc to Segure teachers of the hest qualifications and abilities,
wd cﬁy Bchoolswm also be elevated in characfer and userulness
B f@&mg t&e standa:rﬂ of admission aid tcaching the elements
Tof_ghemistr§and hatural philésophy, as-provided by the fif-
teentk seetion of the Act.

1 ,If it be -objected that persons will be assessed for the Gram.

#iar Schools who do not send pup!ls to thei, it may be replied
that many persons are assessed, and sometimnes largely, for the
Common Schools, who do not send’ pupils to'them. If exemp:
tion is admitted in the one case, it must, upon the same ground,
be admitted in the other; and the supporters of Common
Schools would thus 168¢ twenty timés as ‘much as ‘the trifimg
assessment to which they may be liable for the Grammar
Schools; for the proposed Grammar School assessment is
scarcely a twentieth of the Common School assessment. If
the condition of assessment is good for the Common Schools—
and the results of it are marvellous—it must be cqually-good
for the Grammar Schools. The one class of Schools is equally
national, though not so numerous, as the other; and the pro-
perty of the nation should bé liable for what is of national in-
terest, and for what adds to its security and value by educating
and elevating the commumtv for all the wants, mstxtutlous, and
‘civilization of a State.

The fourth section of the Bill makes it incumbent on the
city, town, or incorporated village in which the Grammar School
is situated, to provide accommodatlous and any further support
wlnch may be requlred It is admitted as a general rule that
such locality receives nine- -tenths of the direct benefits of the
Grammar School in 1egard to the attendance of pupils, the
s1tuatlon and expendxture of the school, and its influence on the
importance of the place and the value of property. In many
cases accommodatxons are already provided for the Grammar
School. The Bill mwht further provide that the Grammar
School accommodations should be regarded as the property of
the municipality providing them, and that if any town or village
did not wish to contribute its proportion to support the Gram-
mar School, it might s;gmfy the same to the county council,

which would then abolish or remowe the site ‘of the school to
another locahty

The trustees are proposed to he equally appomted by the
county, city, town, and incorporated village councils ; and, as it
requires the votes of a positive majority of the trustees present
at any law(ul meeting in order .to any corporate act, the chair-
man having no second vote, no measure can be imposed upon
eithér ‘the county, cﬂy, -town, -or"incorporated village, without
the consent of one or more of its Fepresentatives or nominees.
No diﬁ‘iculty has arisen from Boatds thus constituted; but, on
the contrary, friendly emulation and courtesy.

As'to the few Grammar Schools situated in villages not incor-
porated, the Bill leaves them to the operation of the existing
Grammar . School Law, with the advantage of an additional
apportionment for, their support. It was felt by all parties
consulted, that the conditions which the Bill requires of cities
and towns- nould not be expected to be fulfilled by a township
or school section. " By the existing Grammar School Act any

to less than a cent on every thousand dollars of assessed pro-

township council can contribute what it ‘pleases in support of



