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Experience has shown, that even in the regular inquest
with a jury, some Coroners too many are not cogniz-
ant of what they should do to meet various incidental oc-
curences.

These difficulties come from the fact that all the authors,
who have written up to this date upon the Coroner’s duties,
(1) have contented themselves with speaking only general-
ly and broadly of the principles, (2) have only spoken of
principles directly established by law and jurisprudence,
without extending the indirect consequences that these es-
tablished principles bear on all the necessary doings in the
procedure, and (3) they have — some entirely, others
nearly altogether — neglected to deal with the result of the
new modern legislation changing the old English law, and
omitted to treat of preliminary enquiries or inquests with-
out a jury.




