
STRANGERS IN A STRANGE LAND.

In the fall of 1905 a group of 20 men 
dressed in full flowing white garments and 
wearing colored turbans, set foot on Canadian

It was a cold reception they received.' 
Leaving/ the land of warmth and sunshine, 
where hospitality is a part of its very life and 
creed, they naturally looked for the sympa
thetic hand of welcome, but were disap
pointed.

Long centuries of striving after good had, 
however, developed a courage which is hard 
to equal, go where you will, outside of India. 
They were brothers, and, ns brothers should, 
they held together. What else could they dof 
Only two of the number could speak the 
language of this new country. They did not 
come as beggars, but sought what every man 
seeks and has a right to receive—honest 
employment, for which he would receive a sus
taining wage. These Hindus came not to 
destroy, but to build; not as wage smashers, 
but as brothers working together for the good 
of the common brotherhood of man.

Their difficulties were increased by their 
inability to get even a place to lay their heads, 
but this was not different to the Great Master, 
Jesus Christ, who said: “Foxes have holes 
and the birds of the air have their nests, but 
the Son of Man hath not where to lay hie 
head.” They must have experienced many 
aching heads before they finally overcame the 
cold indifference and what is worse, the cruel 
intolerance that they encountered. One day 
the employer of a sawmill in Vancouver, B.C.. 
gave employment to five of their number. So 
well pleased was he that he took others on, 
and set rolling his good opinion of these hard
working and thirfty East Indians. Farmers 
also tried them, and found them excellent men 
for handling cattle, chicken raising, and mixed/ 
farming.

In course of time they were able to save 
enough money to buy some land in Fairview, 
Vancouver, B.C. and build a Meeting House, 
where they could gather for intercourse and 
instruction after their day's work was done. 
In the meantime they had written home to 
India, speaking in glowing terms of this fair 
land of ours, telling the folk at home that here 
was liberty for the subject and a land where
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