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law of England, but might alfo become an inte-

refling part of general fludy, and an important

branch of the education of thofe who were not

dedined for the profefllon of the law. I was con-

firmed in my opinion by the afTent and approba*

tion of men, whofe names, if it were becoming

to mention them on fo llight an occaiion, would

add authority to truth, and furnifli fome excufe

even for error. Encouraged by their approbation,

I refolved, without delay, to commence the un^

dertaking, of which I (hall now proceed to give

fome account ; without interrupting the progrefs

of my difcourfe by anticipating or anfweriog the

remarks of thofe who may, perhaps, fneer at me

for a departure from the ufual courfc of my pro-

fefllon ; becaufe I am defirous of employing in a

rational and ufeful purfuit that leifure, of which

the fame men would have required no account, if

it had been wafted on trifles, or even abufed in

diflipation. ^'

The fcience which teaches the rights and duties

of men and of dates, has, in modern times, b;en

called the Law of Nature and Nations. Under

this comprehenfive title arc included the rules of

morality, as they prefcribc the condud of private

men towards each other in all the various rela-

> tions of human life ; as they regulate both tlu;

obedience of citizens to the laws, and the autho-

dty of the magiftraie in framing laws and admi-
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