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It bonld not stand on more appropriate ground,

and any ground more beautiful can hanlly be.

The course of education is severe, but well-

tlevised, and manly. Through June, July, and
August, the young men encamp upon the spa-

cious plain whereon the college stands ; and all

the year their military exercises are performed
there daily. The term of study at this institu-

tion, which the State requires from all cadets,

is four years ; but whether it be from the rigid

nature of the discipline, or the national impa-
tience of restraint, or both causes combined,
not more than half the number who begin their

«tudies here, ever remain to finish them.
The number of cadets being about equal to

that of the members of Congress, one is sent

here from every Congressional district: its

member influencing the selection. Commis-
sions in the service are distributed on the
same principle. The dwellings of tht various
.professors are beautifully situated ; and there

is a most excellent hotel for strangers, though
it has the two drawbacks of being a total ab-

stinence house (wines and spirits being forbid-

den to the students), and of serving the public

neals at rather uncomfortable^hours: to wit,

1>reakfast at seven, dinner at one, and supper at

cunset.

The beauty and freshness of this calm retreat,

in the very dawn and greenness of summer—it

was then the beginning of June—were exquisite

indeed. Leaving it up(m the sixth, and return-

ing to New-York, to embark for England on the
succeeding day, I was glad to think that among
the last memorable beauties which had glided
past us, and softened in the bright perspective,

were those whose pictures, traced by no com-
mon hand, are fresh in most men's minds : not
easily to grow old, or fade beneath the dust of
Time: The Caatskill Mountains, Sleepy Hol-
low, and the Tappaan Zee.

CHAPTER XVI.

THE PA88A0B HOMK.

I NKVKR had SO much interest before, and very
likely I shall never have so much interest again,
in the state of the wind, as on the long-looked-
Ibr morning of Tuesday, the seventh of June.
Some nautical authority had told me a day or
two previous, " anything with west in it, will

do ;" so when I darted out of bed at daylight,
and throwing up the window, was saluted by a
lively breeze from the northwest which had
«pning up in the night, it came upon me so
freshly, rustling with so many happy associa-
tions, that I conceived upon the spot a special
regard for all airs blowing from that quarter of
the compass, which I shall cherish, I dare say,
until my own wind has breathed its last frail

puff, and withdrawn itself forever from the mor-
tal calendar.

The pilot had not been slow to take advan-
tage of this favourable weather, and the ship
which yesterday had Iain in such a crowded
dock that she might have retired from trade
for good and all, for any chanr*; she seemed to
have of going to sea, was now full sixteen miles
away. A gallant sight she was, when we, fast

saining on her in a steamboat, saw her in the

distance riding at anchor : her tall masts point-

ing up in graceful lines against the sky, and ev-
ery rope and spar expressed in delicate and
thread-like outline : gallant, too, when we, be-

ing all aboard, the anchor came up to the stfirdy

chorus " Cheerily, men, oh cheerily !" and she
followed proudly in the towing steamboat's
wake : but bravest and most gallant of all, when
the tow-rope being cast adrift, the canvass flut-

tered from her masts, and, spreading her white
wings, she soared away upon her free and soli-

i ?ry course.

In the afler-cabin we were only fifteen pas-
sengers in all, and the greater part were from
Canada, where some of us had known each oth-

er. The night was rough and squally, so were
the next two days, but they flew by quickly,

and we were soon as cheerful and as snug a
party, with an honest, manly-heartgd captain at
our head, as ever came to the resolution of be-

ing mutually agreeable, on land or water.

We breakfasted at eight, lunched at twelve,

dined at three, and took our tea at half past
seven. We had abundance of amusements, and
dinner was not the least among them : firstly,

for its own sake ; secondly, because of its ex-
traordinary length : its duration, inclusive of all

the long pauses between the courses, being sel-

dom less than two hours and a half; which was
a subject of never-failing entertainment. By
way of beguiling the tedioasness of these ban-
quets, a select association was formed at the
lower end of the table, below the mast, to whose
distinguished president modesty forbids me to

make any farther allusion, which, being a very
hilarious and jovial institution, was (prejudice

apart) in high favour with the rest of the com-
munity, and particularly with a black steward,
who lived for three weeks in a broad grin at

the marvellous humour of these incorporated

worthies.

Then we had chess for those who played it^

whist, cribbage, books, backgammon, and shov-
el-board. In all weathers, fair or foul, calm or
windy, we were every one on deck, walking up
and down in pairs, lying in the boats, leaning
over the side, or chatting in a lazy group to-

gether. We had no lack of music, for one play-

ed the accordion, another the violin, and anoth-
er (who usually began at six o'clock A.M.) the
key-bugle ; the combined efllbct of which instru-

ments, when they all played diflferent tunes, ia

different parts of the ship, at the same time,

and within hearing of each other, as they some-
times did (everybody being intensely satisfied

with his own performance), was sublimely hid-

eous.

When all these means of entertainment fail-

ed, a sail would heave in sight ; looming, per-

haps, the very spirit .of a ship, in tne misty dis-

tance, or passing us so close that through our
glasses we could see the people on her decks,
and easily make out her name, and whither she
was bound. For hours together we could watch
the dolphins and porpoises as they rolled, and
leaped, and dived around the vessel ; or those
small creatures ever on the wing, the Mother
Carey's chickens, which had borne us company
from New-York Bay, bnd for a whole fortnight

fluttered about the vessel's stern. For some
days we had a dead calm, or very light windii,

during which the crew amused themselves with


