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of heart, fpeech, and aflion : and the foregoing ami-
able virtues all ending in a marvellous peace, un-
moveable calmnefs, and refignation, in the fenfible

approaches of death: I fay, if all thefe things are

the frnits of tnthufiafm, why fliould not enthufiafm

be thought a defirable and excellent thing \

And whereas there are many who are not profefled

oppofers of what is called experimental religion^ who
yet doubt of the reality of it, from the had lives of

fome profeflbrs ; and are ready to determine that

there is nothing in all the talk about being ham agatn^

brought to Chrt/l, &c. becaufe many that pretend to

thefe things manifeft no abiding alteration in their

difpolition and behaviour ; are as carelefs, carnal,

or covetous as ever ; yea, fome much worfe than

ever; it is acknowle(|ged, that 'this is the cafe with

fome ; but by the dl-eceding account they may fee

it is not fo with all.: There are fome indifputable

inftances of fuch a change, a " renovation of the

fpirit of the mind," and a " walking in newnefs of

life.** In the foregoingf inftance particularly, they

may fee the abiding influence of fuch a work of con-

verfion ; the fruits of fuch experience through a
courfe of years ; under a great variety of circum-

ilances, and the bleiled event of it in life and death.

III. Is there not much in the preceding memoirs
to teach, and excite to duty, us who are called to

the work of the miniflry ? What a deep fenfe had
he of the greatnefs and importance of that work, and
with what weight did it lie on his mind ! how fenfi-

ble was he of his own infufficiency for this work ; and
how great was his dependence on God*s fufficiency

!

how felicitous, that he might be fitted for it ! and
to this end, how much time did he fpend in prayer

and falling, as well as reading and meditation ; giv"

tng himfelf to thefe things ! how did he dedicate his

whole hfe, all his powers and talents to God ; and
forfake and renounce the world, with all its pleafing

and enfnaring enjoyments, that he might be wholly

at liberty, to ferve Chrift in this work j and to

"pleafd


