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You may imagine, how eagerly we sprang from the

longboat ; but we were not yet out of danger ;
several

waves broke over us, some of which knocked us down,

and very nearly carried us out of our depth ,
yet we

made head against them, and got off with no harm, but

swallowing an abundance of sand and water.

In this confusion, some one had presence of mind

enough, to keep hold of the line or chain attached to

the longboat, and hold it fast ; but for this precaution,

it was all over, as you will see by my next letter, or

perhaps by the close of this.

Our first care was to thank God for delivering us

from so great a danger, and, in fact, without a special

aid of Providence, it would have been impossible to

escape death. We were on a little sand-bank, separated

from the island by a small creek, running from a bay a

little above the place where we were. It was with

great difficulty that we r:ossed this creek, for it was so

deep, that for the Uuv^ time we were on the point of

perishing. The sea, which began to fall at last, enabled

us to go and get what we had in the longboat, and

bring it to the island. This was a new fatigue, but it

could not be put off. We were wet to our very bones,

and so was everything wc had. How could we make a

fire in this state ? Yet after some time we succeeded.

It was more necessary than anything else, and although

it was long since we had tasted food, and hunger was

pressing on us, we thought of satisfying it only afler

getting a little warm.


