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centenary, a remarkable theory regarding the origin ot the

Cabots.'

According to that ethnological lucubration, all individuals in

Europe called Cabot or Chabot, or possessing a name resembling

one or the other of these, constitute, so to speak, a separate race of

human beings.'"' It is surprising that the author should have

stopped there. To make his demonstration more convincing he

ought to have added that as mankind is divided into distinct races,

the Caucasian, the Mongolian, the African, the Shemitic, etc., eth-

nographers should add to the list the race just found out, viz. : the

Cabotian, Gabatian or Chabotian ad libitiivi.

This Cabotian or Chabotian species, we are told, " probably came

down in the wake of Rolf the Ganger and settled in the island of

Jersey." To establish his postulate, the Hon. Cabot Lodge has in-

geniously lighted upon an ichthyological argument well calculated to

startle ethnographers and historians, viz.:

" CJiabot is the name of a little fish, and as it is a fish caugh< in

the neighborhood of the islands of Jersey, it was a very nat ral

emblem."

This Chabot, we regret to say, is only Cottus gpbio^ a fresh-

water fish which is extremely common in all the streams of Europe

from Italy to Sweden. It may therefore have been also " a very

natural emblem" in twenty countries, at least, and not in one ex-

clusively, as is, for instance, the big salamander in Japan.

To make his position stronger, the learned senator advances

this other curious piece of ratiocination : _

^'Chabot means also a kind of fish and a measure, and seems to

be peculiar in this way to the "sland of Jersey "
(pp. 736-7).

This " peculiarity " is shared with a number of other localities
;

and were it even otherwise, it would not prove anything. Chabot

means a certain little fish, but it means also a vine-branch (Sainte-

Palaye), particularly in Berry. It has likewise the meaning of a

certain kind of toy-top (Godefroy). At Valogncs and in Cher-

bourg chabot is the term used to designate half a bushel, just as in

Jersey. And as there are in those countries plenty of the small

fish called chabot, the honorable senator is bound to admit that the

Chabotians first came, with or without "Rolf the Ganger," not

' The Home of the Cabots, in the Nineteenth Century for May, 1897.

'"The Cabots were a numerous race. We find them scattered all over Europe;

the name varied a little here and there ; but it is always easily identified." Op. cit., p.

736.

*By comparing the plate in Rondelet (Lyon, 1558, fol. )with the arms of the

Chabots in father Ani-.<;lme's Histoire Ghtialogique, edit, of 1726-33, it is seen that Cot-

tus gobio, Lin., is intended. As to the extensive habitat of the fish, see Desmarets in

Chenu, and Valenciennes in D'Orbigny.


