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ceivcc' baptism not merely by aspersion, but who actually

bathed themselves in water. This is evident from Cyprian
^Epistle 69., ed. Jiremae, p. 185, &c. ) and Eusebius (Hist.

ICccles., L. VI., cap 43), where we lind the Ibllowinj^ extract

from the letter ot" the Roman bishop Cornelius: "N'ovatus
received baptism on the sick bed by aspersion, // // can be

said that such a person received baptism.'^ No person who had
durini^ sickness, been baptized by aspersion, was admitted
into the clerical otlice."

The celebrated *' Enclyclopedia of religious knowled'^e,"'

( com])iled b\' Drs. Shall' and I lerzo^" tw(j of the most scholar-

ly pedo-baptists livini^, ) t^n\es us the Ibllowinj^.

Article liaplism, ''• In the jM'imitive church, baf>tisin zcas by

iuiuicrsioii, except in the case of the sick (clinic baptism ) who
were baptized by pouring or sprinkling. Tliese hitter were of-

ten re<4"arded as not prot^crly baptized^ either because thev had
not completed their < chmncnatc. or t'lc symbolism of the rite

loas not fully observed, or because o\ the small amount of zuater

necessarily used. [The twelth canon of the Council of Neo-
Cicsarea

; (314-3251 is; ''Whosoever has received clinic

baptism, throui,di his own fault, can not become a priest, be-

cause he professed his faith under pressure (fear of death; and
not from deliberate choice, unless he greatly excel afterward in

zeal and faith, or there is deficiency of other eligible men."
llefele, Conciliengesc'iichte, Vol. i.. Sec. 17, first edition |.

In A. D. 816, the Council of Calcuith ('Chelsea, London,
llin^. J forbade the Priests to pour icatcr on upon the infants heads,

but ordered to immerse them, Iletele, \'()1. I\'., Sec. 414:—
'•The Council ot Nemours ^1284) limited sprinkling to cases

of necessitv." And Thomas Aquinas i^Summa ^riieologica,

* III., Qii. 66., Art 7, De Baptismoy saNs: '-Although it

may be safer to baptize by immersion, yet pouring and sprinkling

are also alloivable.'''' The Council of Ravenna (131 \) uas thefirst

to allozu a choice between sprinkling and immersion (ele\enth can-

on, llefele. Vol. VI., Sec. 699); but, at an earlier dale

('1 287), the canons of the Covmcil of the Liege Hishop John,
prescribe the way in which the sprinkling of children should

be performed. Tin-: practici-: i irst ca.mj; into co.mmon
USE AT TIir<: KND OK THE TIIIRTEJCNTII CENTURV, and
was favoured by the growing rarity of adult baptism


