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sound policy, they shall have my
aid in the great work in which they
are engaged. I hope we may find

a common ground of co-operation

in our efforts to improve our present

condition of isolation and obscurity,

and elevate Nova Scotia to the posi-

tion nature intended her to occupy.

But, sir, do not let me be supposed to

underrate the present position of this

Province, Far from it. Even as she

is, I am proud of my country, and
grateful for the happy homes she af-

fords her sons. Yet proud, sir, as I

am of the little sea-girt Province I call

my nat-'^e land; proud as 1 am of her

free insuitutions, her moral and intel-

lectual status, her material wealth

;

proud as I am of the name of Nova
Scotian, a name which the genius and
volour of my countrymen have in-

scribed high on the scroll of fame

;

proud I say as I am, and may well be

permitted to be, of these things, I

have never ceased > entertain the

hope, expressed in his Legislature

in 1864, that the d< was near at

hand, when you, sir, anw I, and those

who listen to me, in common with the

inhabitants of all these nobleProvinces,

united under one Government, might
stand before the world in the prouder

national character of British Ameri-
cans.

[On the 10th day of April, 1866, the
leader of the Government, Hon. Charles
(now Sir Charles) Tupper. made an elabo-

rate speech on the subject of Confedera-
tion, and moved a resolution in ar ' ^dance
with Mr. Miller's views, which wao ..arried

after a week's debate with a large majority,
—concluding his speech as follows:—"Hav-
ing, therefore, given the subject the most

careful consideration ; having submitted the
proposition of the hon. member for Rich-
mond (Mr. Miller) to the Government, and
to the gentlemen who are opposed to us
politically, Hut who are associated with us
on this question, we have come to the con-

clusion, that it is our duty to the House and
to the country, to meet in all frankness the
proposal that has been made. We feel that
difficulties have arisen in connection with
the Quebec scheme which require such an
arrangement as has been proposed, in order
to remove the objections th.i oxist. I can
only say, m reference to thia matter, that
as Canada has accepted the basis of the
Quebec scheme by a large majority, that

any alteration in the terms obtained from
the Imperial Government must be more
favorable to the Maratime Provinces.

"

During' the previous year, a general elec-

tion tooK place in New Brunswick, when
Hon. Mr. (now Sir Leonard) Tilley's Gov-
ernment was badly defeated on the Quebec
scheme of Union, and Hon. Mr. (afterwards

Sir Albert) Smith, the leader of the Anti-
union party in that province, was called on
to form a new Ministry. At the time of

the passage of the Union resoluiton in the
Nova Scotia Legislature, this Ministry ap-

peared to be strongly intrenched in oifice ;

but almost immediately .after the passage
of that resolution Lieut. -Governor Gordon
(on tlie 8th May, 1866), dissolved the New
Brunswick Legislative Assembly, with the
result that the Tilley Government was
again retiirned to power on the question of

Confederation, with a good majority. This
change was no doubt due to the altered

circumstances of the country, and the changed
aspect of the Union question, and was, of

course, greatly influenced by the success of

the Union Party in Nova Scotia. Thus
was the way cleared in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick for the consummation of the
Union.

It is well l:nown, that the London Con-
ference of 1866-67ilargelyjmodified the finan-

cial conditions of the Quebec scheme in favor

of Nova Scotia, which were afterwards much
improved by the " better terms " secured by
the Hon. Joseph Howe from the Parliament
of Canada for that Province.]


