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hira to conti'ilnite his exporionce to tlio common fund.

Those are two valid reasons out of a i)os!sil)le three for

my short-corn ini!;s in tliis ej)itome.

It would he impossible in a sliort ])a])er to present

mon^ than a condensed view of a few of the many
lields of ol)servation, whicli are continually (»peiiinii; up

in our chosen ti-act of exploration. These will he

given in as few words as is ])ossihle.

The advancement of |)rac'tical medical knowledi^e

may not he very striking from year to year, yet,

exjierience teaches that ai)|)arently insignificant facts

may he followed hy momentous results. The ol)serva-

tions and exj)eriments of (ralen over seventeen cen-

turies atco, on the recurrent lai'vuireal nerves and on

the functions of arteries, led to the great discoveries of

nerve function and blood circulation. The investiira-

tions in respect to the woi-k of the lymj)hatics made in

the seventeenth century, led to our ]>resent knowledge

of their im])ortant place in the anin)al economy.

Bell's researches into nerve structui'e and function,

made nearly eighty years ago, were a gi-eat stride

forward towards the better understanding of the

workinirs of the cerehro-spinal economy. Mairendie

used Bell's data, and by adding them to his own
ohservations, hased on experi/nent, he came a step

farther into the light of truth. Little did Tyndall

dream that when he was experimenting with a sun-

heam which straggled into his study, he was gathering

material to prove the germ theory, and in LL^feriinn

revolutionized the practice of sui'gery. Thus it always

has heen and alwavs will he—one lays the foundation

and another huilds on it. One isolated fact may he

a key to open a door into a veiitable chamber of

wondei's. It is never to he forgotten that theoi-y is

always to be received with caution, hut exj)erimental
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