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I speak at all ironically when I say that,
having listened to his poetical quotations
and classical allusions, I believe he might
have applied to his own speech the words
which he quoted from Byron’s Childe
Harold in reference to the ocean—that
there was considerable music in its roar.

I must also congratulate the hon. member
for Yale (Mr. MacKelvie) on the speech
which he made in seconding the Address.
As all hon. members know, this is his
maiden speech, and usually the making of
one’s first speech in Parliament is:not an
easy matter. All who have had the privilege
of listening to his address will, I am sure,
feel that in the member for Yale the House
has found an acquisition to its debating
ability.

With many of the sentiments that have
been expressed by both the mover and the
seconder of the Address, we on this side
of the House are in most hearty accord.
There have been on the other hand refer-
ences to some of the matters spoken of in
the Speech from the Throne, there have been
references to the present administration,
with which I would take issue and which
I would discuss at some length if this were
'‘the appropriate time and occasion. How-
ever, during the course of the debate there
will be opportunity to take up matters of
the kind. :

In one respect, in particular, I find myself
in hearty accord with the mover and the
seconder of the Address in reply to the
Speech from the Throne—I join with them
in extending congratulations to my Right
Honourable friend (Mr. Meighen) upon his
attainment of the high and responsible posi-
tion of Prime Minister.

Perhaps he will permit me to say in pub-
lic what I have already said to him pri-
vately, that on personal grounds it was to
me a source both of pride and of pleasyre
to learn that His Excellency had chosen as
his first adviser one who in university days
was a fellow undergraduate, and whose
friendship, through a quarter of a century,
had survived the vicissitudes of time, not
excepting the differences of party warfare
and acrimonies of political debate.

I realize, in the discharge of our public
duties in the opposing positions in which
we now stand in virtue of our respective
political faiths, there is much that needs to
be said that may bring a challenge to all
the virtues we possess. I can promise him,
however, that in seeking to fulfill the de-
mands of public obligation, I shall strive
with him to preserve the highest traditions

- of our public life, and to be governed in

all things by its amenities, and never by its
animosities.

Mr. Speaker, if I do not undertake to
refer at any length to the Address which
His Excellency has presented to the House,
I hope it will not be thought of as being
in any way discourteous to His Excellency.
There is one matter which transcends all
others in importance, and that is the
present position of the Government and of
this Parliament with respect to the will of
the people. By what right by what autho-
rity, do my right honourable friend and the
members of his ministry presume to carry
on the Government of this country? That is
the question which the Administration must
answer to the satisfaction of Parliament
and of the country, before consideration
can be given to any of the lesser matters
mentioned in the,Speech from the Throne.
Can the will of the people be further
ignored, and their rights in matters per-
taining to legislation and administration
be further usurped?

In the olden days of British history there
was a time when the Crown, in order to
find out under what authority certain gen-
tlemen throughout the Kingdom exercised
the rights and privileges of positions and
offices they held, issued to such persons, a
writ known as quo warranto, to discover
by what right, by what warrant, they held
the positions which they occupied. King
Edward I served the barons of his day with
this writ of quo warranto to discover by
what warrant, by what right, they were
enjoying certain privileges. Later the
Crown made use of the same writ as a
means of discovering by what warrant and
by what right certain of the chartered
cities of England exercised coveted privi-
leges. It was used, I think, by other
sovereigns in order to find out by what
warrant and by what right certain sheriffs
carried on the duties of their office. In the
name of the people of this country I should
like to ask my right hon. friend, by what
warrant, by what right, he attempts to
carry on the government of Canada at the
present time?

Since we last assembled in this Chamber,
changes of far-reaching import and signi-
ficance have taken place. The Government
which was then in power has resigned and
a new Government has been formed. In
order that the situation may be fairly un-
dérstood outside this House, may I direct
attention to certain facts and circum-
stances. Since Parliament last assembled
every member of the old administration has
resigned his position; for the Prime Minis-



