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are they aliied te the basic industry et the
country, but 1 do believe that in some of
these legal matters the assistance ef the
f arming fraternity would tend at least te-
wards simplicity, efficiency and the neces-
sary cheapening of the processes cf law. I
think, therefore, that the House should net
have in its membership too great a quan-
tum of iawyers, and At is perhaps well that
a farmer and net a lawyer should corne te
this leuse fronA North Essex.

The question raised hy the leader of the
opposition (M~'r. R. L. Borden) lias, 1
think, been well raised. it is, feit by
everybedy in British Columbia, be lie liti-
gant or non-litigant, thalb we have suffered
very much from the law's delay. It is
liard enougli, Heaven knows, for the aver-
age individual te get into the clutches of
the law, and it is very mucli harder for
hlm te be eating eut his seul with anxiety
while a decision is pending. Our position
is very much harder at the present mo-
ment wlien we have absolutely and liter-
ally ne court cf appeal existing ini the
whole province and have net had since the
first of September when this proclamation
came into force. I do net wish te dilate on
the remarks cf the Minister of Justice
(Hon. A. B. Aylesworth) as te the delav
on the part o! the province in proclaiminix
this matter, but we have heard it stated.
and I have every rea.son. te believe that it
is true, that due notice was given te the
Minister cf Justice here as long ago as last
May, that it was the intentioDn of the prov-
ince te proclaim this Aet on Seutember 1,
or at the end o! August and, ipso facto,
therefore, there would be absolutely no
way in which a man lu British Columbia
could appeal hecause there weuld lie ne
court cf appeal until judges were aripolnted
by the Dominion coverniment. The Min-
ister cf Justice (Hon. A. B. Avlesworth)
lias, it is truc, expressed bis wisli net to
see judicial matters mixed uD in politics.
and vet lie teck on himself. 1 think rather
illogically, rather unnécessarily and per-
haps in a sornewhat undignifled way. te
state that this Act was net proclaimed liv
the government cf the province cf Britishî
Columbia because il' was holped that aftei
the electien cf 1908, the govcrnment cf
Canada might lie of a different pelitical
complexion.' Tf that is se, and if the Min-
ister cf Justice. taking that lofty idea.
thouglit he could attack a province for de-
1ev on account cf political reesons, it was
evidently end aliundantly clear that lie
should have taken particular pains te keep
hlm self clear of the criticismn which h:ý
miglit incur by leaving a ivhole province
-void cf a court cf eppeal when some cf the
gentlemen îvho may be on that court are
now taking part in an election cempaign)
against the present -provincial gcvernment.
The Minister cf lustice (Mr. A. B. Ayles-
worthý has sLttd that lie very mudli re-
grets the delay, thet he lias net been ready

to decide on the personnel of the court
and lie does flot wish te discuss that ques-
tion in the House. That is a sentiment in
wIhich we would probably ail agree, but 1
would point eut te hlm, that the personnel
of the bench hias been very freely discussed
ail tIhrough the province of British Colum-
bia by Liberal newspapers, and name after
naine las been bandied about in those
newspapers as the naines of gentlemen
who are to fill positions on this court of
appeal. So far has it gone that soxue time
ago despatches were published iii the chie!
Liberal newspapers announcing that the
appointînent would shortly be made of the
late leader of the Liberal opposition in Brit-
ish C'olumbia, a gentleman who has the un-
failing respect cf ail people lu British Col-
unmbia, Liberals and Conservatives, and
that gentleman and fris friends seem to have
attached such full credence to that report
that hie retired from the leadership of tho
Liberal party in British Columbia and, te)
his credit, is not takîng any part in the
campaign now lu progress. I do not know
that this can lie said of several other gen-
tlemen wlîose naines have been mentioned.
The Minister cf Justice (Hon. A. B. Ayles-
worth) says that these matters should be
kept entirely free from party political in-
fluences IJnfortunately it dees not alway-
corne with the hest grace from the Ministbr
of Justice, when we have had in the past
in British Columbia the spectacle of judgei
shortly before an election, before their
resignations had been accepted, taking part
in party politics, and then stepping down
from the bench into the party arena. ln
1907 we had an extraordinary spectacla
when a gentleman who had been in party
politics in British Columbia and who hand
been rewarded by bcing appointed te the
important position cf governor cf the Yu
kon-I refer, of course, to Mr. W. W. B.
McInnes, a very energetic and streng chjain-
pion cf the Liberal cause-went up to the
Yukon, and behold Mr. Henderson stepped
dd;wn from his position on the bench, went
inte party politics, was defeated in 1907.
and was rewarded by being appolnted to
Mr. Mclnnes' place as governor cf the Yu-
kon while the Dominion government comn-
pensated Mr. Mclnnes by putting hlm on
the bencli. When we have such an extra-
ordinary shuffle as that, well may the Min-
ist.er of Justice (Mr. A. Ii. Aylesworth) sa.v
that the judiciary ought to be above party
politics. 1 would like te re-emphasize th o
fact that at this time every man in British
Columbia is lu this position that if he
wants to appeal a case, he cannot appeal it
simply because we liave no sucli thing as a
court cf appeal lu British Columbia, and
have net had since September 1. The Min-
ister cf Justice (Mr. A. B. Aylesworth) con-
cluded his remarks by saying that he knew
cf a great many gentlemen who wauld make
very excellent judges. Possibly hie dees,
possibly we ail do, but hae says although h3


