
(COMMONS]

ait -nnatural political systei, oir present rela-
t ions with (Grieat Britain coubl continue for a singleî
year. Now, touîching the question of reciproeity,
I have always been of the opinion that a fair reci-1
proeitv treaty along the lines of the old treaty
would be of advatage to sone extent to the1
Dominion of Canada, but it is not the righit thing
finr us iin tlhis counîtry to have it go forth to tie
worll or among our own people that it is im)ossi-1
ble for us to inake our way and be prosperous
wit hinourselveswithouthavingthleadvantage of the
market of the United States. We ail knîow that.1
wheni the McKinley Bill ws passei by the -states-
men of the adjacent Republic. there was a general1
fear that there would be soiiietiiiig very muechi
akin to> a connercial crisis in Canada. Ve know;
hîow public speakmers on both sides of polities as
wvell as the public press said it wouldi strike a
ueadly blow to the interests of the farners and
producers of C anala :but, notwitthstanding the
pass4age of that Iill, whîicl lias been in operation1
for about two years, we tinid that ilurinîg the
present year, far fromn trade languishing an<d ou r
exports falling off. for the first ten nionths of this1
year, oir exports exceeded thiose of the previonsi
year by nearly 1 ,<IM),(MJ. and the estiiate oft
the Finance Minister is that for the fuill vearend-:
iii th:e 30th .une next. they will exceed theinbyi
abomut 814,H),(M, and that despite the fact1
that the McKinley y illlias been ini operation
during that timiie. and the fear wasso generally felt
that. in consequence of tliat neasure, there wold1
be no market for ur agricultural produce. In the1
position in whih re)iprocity is to-day, it seeimis to
mie to be the (duty of members on both sides of the
House, irrespective of paty, to turn theirattention
to :seeing wiat c;im be dlone hy our statesmeni :
whbat markets can be opened up so that. we nay get
a better market for our produce in ( Great Britain,i
anid i believe this resolution, if carried, would give a
boom to the agricultural interests as well as to the
other interests in thiscoiuitry, and that wecould find |i
a miarket for alnost everything we produce in Great 1
Britain. Hon. gentlemen opposite have always put
forward the statement that the United States is the 1
natural market of the Dominion of Canada, and that i
it would be an untold blessing for the people of Cai-
ada to have a mark-et of 65,iI).0 people. I be.- i
lieve the tern "natural" iii this connection is a mis- 1
nomner. Markets are not the result of nature, but
the resuult of the business carried on by men, and,
when we talk of the beinetits to accrue to us from|
the markets of 65,(00,(N) people, we nust renem-i
ber that we would only have the benetit of a very
smail portion of the 65,000,(NNu as consumers, be- 1
cause a great najority live in the south andm west, 1
and the only people we wouîld have to sell our pro- i
duce to are those of the New Engliand States and 1
the states along the Atlantic seaboard. Whbile 1
that would beu n douîbt an advantage sone years
iii regard to the sale of our potatoes and oui,
horses, I dIo not believe it. would be the great bless-
ing to the agricultural interest that somie gentle-
men anticipate, because I do not see that the in-
creased market would improve the value of the «
farm lands in Canada when we find that in the 1
State of New York the value of fari property
lias decreased 33 per cent in the last ten years, 1
and the exodus from the fari lands in New-
York has been so alarmiing thiat the gover- i
nor of the state calIled attention to it ini h890, I

andl the state assessors refer to the decrease
in the value of those landIs in their report.
Therefore, while I helieve there would be an
advantage in our having a free market in the
United States, I do niot believe it would have the
result of increasing the value of our fari lands to
the extent wich has beei supposed. We send to
Eugland the largest portion of ourlumiber. That
is the market for oui- cattle. li the Unîitel
States there is practically no market for oui' cattle,
and if the duty w-ere taken off beef, we would
have Chicago heef brought inito Cainada and com-
peting wiith our farmers. Our beef goes to Eig-
land. England is the market for the apples of
Nova Scotia and for the cheese of Ontario. h'lhere is
nUO mîarket in the United States for our cheese,
an1d while the United States produce every year
enouighi agricuiltural proluce for their own people,
and are able besides t, export millions of dollars'
worth, on the other hand Great Britain imîports
hiudireds of iîllions of dollars' worth of agricul-
tural produce every year, i ask auny reasonable
muan if the latter is not the natural market rather
than the forîme- ? The Unitei States produces
mioire agi-icultura îl produce et-r rapta thai ansy
other country. Sending our goods to the United
States is like senidinig goods to a iniddleman. be-
cause we send1 the produce to them, and
they senil thei- prcxduee out of the country
to the exteit of millions of dollars a vear.
Looking at the question from this stand-
point, it seeis to me to be ou- duty, reciproeity
being at present out of the question except uipon
terus that I do not believe any loyal Canatdiai
vould acceptto devise some other imeans by

which our exports will be inereased, aud we will
get a market for oui- produce. By this resolition
i believe we are taking a practical step in
that lirectioi, and, therefore, it lias my hearty
support : and, as no one has risen to speak
against the resolution, I suppose we mîay take
it for grantel that it has the uinaiimous sup-
port of the whole chamber. Sometlhing has been
said in this H-ouse at different tiies to the effect
thiat our alliance with ( ùreat Britain is l-ittle loe
thai a sentiment. To some extent that iiy be
truie, but. while this miglht be au advantage to is
in a material point, I think., further, it 'would ap-
peal to the sentimental side of the people of Canada
as well as to their practical and iiatei»ai l side, be-
cause i do niot believe there is any sentiment in
the iindu.ls of the people stronger thau the senti-
ment that exists in fa-vour of British cotiuetioii.
As I sait a little while ago in this debate, I do nîot
believe there is any principle which is so strong in
this country to-day as the sentiment in favour of
B3ritishi con'ection. I do not believe that anîy
party or any politiciau ii this country caun hope
for sicce.ss who ignores that sentiment and is will-
intr to hanl over our destinies to a foreign, and, I
believe, iiinmany respects, a hostile country ; he-
cause, while the McKinley Bill was framned as a
genîeral miieasure of protection for the United
States industi-ies, it -waîs, in some respects, fraimed
ais ai hostile tariff against the e-Dominion of Canada,
else the luties would inot have been placed as they
were upon hay, uponl eggs, upon herries andt upon
lime, whichi articles go into the United States fromn
Canada alone. I beliee that iu imp.osing thiat
tariff their idea w-as that it w-ould strike a deadly
blow at the inîter'ests f the Cauiadian people, and
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