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an unnatural political system, our present rela-

tions with Great Britain could continue for a single ;

year.
I have always been of the opinion that a fair reci-

Now, touchinzi; the question of reciprocity, :
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procity treaty along the lines of the old treaty :

would be of advantage to some extent to the:

1

Dominion of Canada, but it is not the right thing .

for us in this country to have it go forth to the
world or among our own people that it is impossi-
ble for us to make our way and he prosperous
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withinourselveswithouthaving the advantage of the |
t have Chicago heef brought into Canada and com-

market of the United States. We all know  that,

when the McKinley Bill was passed by the states-
men of the adjacent Republic, there was a general

fear that there would he something very much
akin to a commercial crisis in Canada.  We know
how public speakers e both sides of politics as
well as the public press said it wnu!x{ strike a

deadly blow to the interests of the farmers and!

producers of Canada : but, notwithstanding the
passage of that Bill, which has been in opevation
for alout two years, we  tind that during the
present year, far from trade Janguishing and our

exports falling off, for the first ten months of this:

vear, onr exports exceeded those of the previous

vear by nearly S1LOOO,000, and the estimate of
the Finance Minister is that for the full yvear end-

ing the 30th June next. they will exceed them by
about 14,000,000,  and that despite

the fact|they send

in the value of those lands in their report.
Therefore, while 1 believe there would be an
advantage in our having a free market in the
United States, I do not believe it would have the
result of increasing the value of our farm lands to
the extent which has been supposed. We send to
England the largest portion of our lamber. That
is the market for ousr cattle. In the United
States there is practically no market for our cattle,
and if the duty were taken off beef, we would

peting with our farmers.  Qur beef goes to Eng-
land.  England is the market for the apples of
Nova Scotia and for the cheese of Ontario. Theve ix
no market in the United Ntates for our cheeze,
and while the United States produce every year
enough agricultural produce for their own people,
and are able besides to export millions of «dollars’
worth, on the other hand Great Britain imports
hundreds of millions of dollars” worth of agricul-
tural produce every year, I ask any reasonable
man if the latter is not the natural market rather
than the former” The United States produces
more agricultural produce per rapite than any
other country. Nending our goods to the United
Ntates is like sending goods to a middleman, be-
cause  we send the produce to them, and
their produce out of the country

that the McKinley Bill has been in operation ! to the extent of millions of dollars a year.
during that time. and the fear was so generally felt | Looking at the question from - this stand-
that. in consequence of that measure, there would | point, it seems to me to be our duty, reciprocity

be no market for our agricultural produce.

In the | being at present out of the question except upon

position in which reciprocity is to-day, it seems to i terms that I do not believe any loyal Canadian
me to be the duty of members on hoth sides of the | would accept. to devise some other means hy

House, irrespective of party, to turn their attention |

1

. i
to seeing what can he done hy our statesmen ;:

what markets can be opened up so that we may get !

a better market for our produce in Great Britain,
and I helieve this resolution, if carrvied, would give a
boom to the agricultural interests as well as to the

other interests in thiscountry,and that wecouldfind |
a market for almost everything we produce in Great |
Britain. Hon. gentlemen opposite have always put |
forward the statement that the United States is the |

natural market of the Dominion of Canada, and that

it would be an untold blessing for the people of Can- :
Ibe
lieve the term ““natwral 7 in this connection is a mis- ¢
Markets are not the result of nature, but |

cada to have a market of 63,000.000 people.

nomeEr,
the result of the business carried on by men, and,
when we talk of the benefits to accerue to us from
the markets of 65,000,000 people, we must remem-
ber that we would only have the benefit of a very
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sail portion of the 65,000,600 as consumers, he-

cause a great majority live in the south and west,
and the only people we would have to sell our pro-

duce to are those of the New Englond States and |

the states along the Atlantic seaboard. While
that would be no doubt an advantage some years
in regard to the sale of our potatoes and our
horses, I do notbelieve it would be the great bless-
ing to the agricultural interest that some gentle-
men anticipate, because I do not see that the in-
creased market would improve the value of the

farm lands in Canada when we find that in the!

State of New York the value of farm property

which our exports will he increased, and we will
get a market for our produce. By this resolution
I believe we wre taking a practical step in

i that direction, and, therefore, it has my hearty

support : and, as no one has risen to speak
aganst the resolution, 1 suppose we may take
it for granted that it has the unanimous sup-
port of the whole chaunber. Something has been
said in this House at different times to the effect
that our alliance with (ireat Britain is hittle more
than a sentiment. To some extent that may be
true, but, while this might be an advantage to us
in a material point, I think, further, it ‘would ap-
peal to the sentimental side of the people of Canada
as well as to their practical and material side, be-
cause 1 do not helieve there is any sentiment in
the minds of the people stronger than the senti-
ment that exists in favour of British counection.
As I said a little while ago in this debate, 1 do not
believe there is any principle which is so strong in
thix country to-day as the sentiment in favour of
British connection. [ do not believe that any
party or any politician in this country cun hope
for success who ignores that sentiment and is will-
ing to haud over our destinies to a foreign, and, I
believe, in many respects, a hostile country ; be-
cause, while the McKinley Bill was framed as a
general measnre of protection for the United
Ntates industries, it was, in some respects, framed
as a hostile tariff against the Dominion of Canada,
else the duties would not have been placed as they

t were uapon hay, upon eggs, upon berries and upon

has decreased 33 per cent in the lust ten years, | lime, which articles go into the United States from

and the exodus from the farm lands in New | Canada alone.

York has been so alarming that

the gover- : tariff their idea was that it would strike a

that

I believe that in inq-osin(.i'
deadly

nor of the state called attention to it in 1890, | blow at the interests of the (anadian people, and

Mr. Hazex.



