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those of my own country, to seek a basis for negotiation, the issues behind
the conflict seem to remain as intractable as ever.

Once again we face the question, therefore, whether this organization
can help to bring the Vietnam conflict closer to a peaceful and mutually
acceptable conclusion and to foster political stability and economic progress
in an area of the world where both are so badly needed.

There ure, of course, reasons which militate against immediate and
formal action being taken by this organization at this time. We cannot escape
the obvious fact -- and it is a fact that I regret -- that some of those most
directly concerned with this conflict are not represented in the United Nations.
I do not wish to suggest that, if it were otherwise, we should automatically
find ourselves closer to a concrete solution to the problem in Vietnam.

Whether this situation will change in the future I cannot say, but I do not
believe that efforts for peace need be held in abeyance until it does.

A second important reason for the inability of this organization to
contribute constructively to a solution in Vietnam is that the great powers
are divided on the causes of the conflict and on the measures required to
terminate it. As we all know, the Security Council can function effectively
only if its members will unite their strength to maintain international peace
and security, as the Charter indeed calls upon them to do. And I can see no
immediate prospect of that unity being found.

And so to be realistic in assessing our present ability here to act
collectively and as an organization must not be regarded as a justification
for apathy and inertia by each of us individually. This, I think, has been
the conviction of the Secretary-General, who has made repeated efforts to
find a solution, as have others. This has also been the conviction of
Canada. We must strive to bring into play whatever channels and whatever
forms of peace-seeking machinery may be available to the international
community. Our goal must be the restoration of peace, and making it secure,
at the earliest possible time. That surely was the overriding concern which
gave birth to this organization; and I am one of the very few in this hall who
attended that birth.

As members of the United Nations, partaking as we do of common
objectives and obligations, I think we must register our concern in terms clear
enough and unequivocal enough for all those directly involved in this conflict
to hear and understand. At the same time we must work with all the resources
of ingenuity, imagination and flexibility, and above all with a sense of
justice, towards devising whatever means may be mutually acceptable for
bringing the conflict in Vietnam from the field of hostilities to the
conference table.

Yesterday, the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Britain
said:

"We are ready to meet with the Governments of the Soviet Union,
India, Canada and Poland, as proposed by the President of the
World Federation of the United Nations Associations...".



