
on-the-ground interaction and influence in the region. This Canadian International 
Centre for the Arctic Region is part of a broader concerted effort to support Canada's 
foreign policy goals and commercial linkages through analysis, advocacy and out­
reach—further enhancing Canada's presence on Arctic issues abroad.

Conclusion

Through our Arctic foreign policy, we will deliver on the international dimension of our 
Northern Strategy. We will show leadership in demonstrating responsible stewardship 
while we build a region responsive to Canadian interests and values, secure in the 
knowledge that the North is our home and our destiny.

Through our Arctic foreign policy, we are also sending a clear message: Canada is 
in control of its Arctic lands and waters and takes its stewardship role and responsi­
bilities seriously. Canada continues to stand up for its interests in the Arctic. When 
positions or actions are taken by others that affect our national interests, undermine 
the cooperative relationships we have built, or demonstrate a lack of sensitivity to the 
interests or perspectives of Arctic peoples or states, we respond.

Cooperation, diplomacy and respect for international law have always been Canada's 
preferred approach in the Arctic. At the same time, we will never waver in our com­
mitment to protect our North.

** The Tnie North is our destiny...To not embrace its promise now at the 

dawn of its ascendancy would be to turn our backs on what it is to be 

Canadian...As Prime Minister Diefenbaker said.Jn 1961, ‘There is a new 
world emerging above the Arctic Circle.* It is this world, a new world for 
all the peoples of the Arctic regions that we in Canada are working to build** 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper, August 2008, Inuvik, Northwest Territories
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