
from the treatment of base-metal ores. The gold is sent in the form of
ingots of impure gold to the Royal Canadian Mint or to a private refinery,
where it is again refined until it reaches a degree of purity as high as
99.999 per cent. It is then sold and used in various ways.

Despite price fluctuations, gold mining is stili a viable undertaking.
There is no longer much likelihood that world production will decline; on
the contrary a slight increase is expected-

Iron ore
Iron is the main component of steel, which is the basic metal of every
industrialized society. In fact, the construction, automobile and aero-
nautical industries alone consume 40 per cent of the steel sold on the
national market. Another important segment of this market is piping,
which represents 15 per cent of the demand. Also important is the
manufacture of special steels, such as stainless, tool quality steel and
high performance steel, used in the aerospace and armaments indus-
tries and in nuclear energy applications.


