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significant exporter of alumina and aluminium; the Australian agricultural sector is very
vuilnerable to changes in rainfali and temperature; a significant part of the Australian
population lives in coastal areas which would be threatened by a rise in the sea level;
and much of Australia’s unique natural flora and fauna would be endangered by climate
change.

A critical aspect of Australilan energy policy is the respective roles of the
Commonwealth and state and territorial govemments, as weil as the relationships
among individual states and teritories. The Australian Constituion gives the
Caommonwealth Government responsibility for taxation, trade, foreign investment, the
development of offshore resources, the negofihifth and implementation of intemational
agreements and some other areas affecting energy poilcy; however, authority over
many energy-related areas — such as the regulation of electric and gas utlities;
development and transport of onshore energy resources and environmental protection
- are assigned to the states and temitories except in cases where a Commonweailth
Govemment decision is required.

3. Relevant Studles

- Commonwealth Sdlentific and Industial Research Organisation, Greenhousse:
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(Canberra: Ogtober 1989).
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- Prime Minister's Wc;ddhg Group on the Greenhouse Eﬁ;ct ﬁéport (December 1989).

- Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation, The Greenhouse
Effect: Issues and Dirsctions for Australia (Canberra: CSIRO, Decamber 1989).

- Australlan Minerals and Energy Coundil, Energy and the Greenhouse Effect (June
1950)

- Treasury Department, Economic and Regulatory Measures for Eoolog:cally
Sustainable Development Strategies (Canberra: July 1980).

- Australian and New Zealand Environmental Council, Towards a Nan'onal Greenhouse
Strategy (August 1990).




